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The  Stationer  to  the  Reader. 
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Courteous  Reader , 

Hus  Difcottrfe  being  defigned  as  an  appendix  to  Solo- 
^  mon  s  Prejcription  ,  ought  indeed  to  be  joyned  with  it 
i  m  many  of  them  are  )  the fenfe  hereof  in  the  beginning  hav - 
inga  epen  ance  upon,  and  connexion  with  the  conciufion  of 
that:  b  at yet  for  the  e<tfe  ofthofe  who  had  bought  of  the  former 
«  »W/«r  heretofore  differ]}  //*«  willing  „ 

I  f  hm  1  ,h,f‘  '***  d*  Mvenifmm  *« 

one  1 1 1  to  le  given  ,  fenly  that  nmt  might  wonder  at  the 
ahfence  of  a  Prefatory Efiflle ,  la,  chief,  toeafe  tf from, he 

herein,  „h,ch  have  a  reference  to  that  foremen, ion, I  Trea. 
J‘ ’  «!  I* ejxho  have  urn  their  hands  may  eafit,  difeern. 
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which  the  Juftice  of  God  brings  uponthofe  that  contemn- 
and  flifiht  fuch  exprefttons  ot  it  ?  ss  were  defign  d  for 
their  Icttrudlion  and  Reformation :  An  that  moft  ng- 
nal  expreffom  of  contemned  and  incenfed  juftice,  which 
hath  lately  put  us  into  an  aftonifhmepc , '  our  of  which  we 
are  fcarce  yet  recovered;  dotn  methinks  lirongly  invite 
me  to  stcempc  fotne  kinde  of  improvement  of  it,  inpro- 
l  ecu  cion  of  the  defign  which  I  aim’d  at  in  the  foregoing 
Difcourfe :  The  occafien  whereof  was  the  conhderacion 
of  the  heavy  Judgement  of  the  Plague  then  upon  us , 
and  an  hearty  delire  that  it  might  , attain  iome  goco  efteJ: 
amongftus;  and  the  bulinefs  of  it  is,  to  repreienc  the 
Sins  we  have  been  Plagu'd  for ,  and  to  perfwade  a  re-,  ^ 
formation  from  them  ,  which  the  hand  of  God  then 
ftretclit  out  againft  us  did  fo  loudly  call  for.  ^  And  fmce 
it  hath  plea  fed  the  Divine  Majefty  to  follow  tnat  ftroak, 
even  wbiPft  it  was  yet  upon  our  Loyns with  this  fecond 
little lefs  terrible,  it  will  not  I  prefume  be  impertinent , 
by  way  of  Appendix  to  this  latter  Edition  ,  at  lean  to 
make  fo  much  ufe  of  this  lad  providence  as  thence 
farther  10  evidence  ,  That  Sins ,  even  f ttch  as  1  have  be-  • 
fore  mentioned ,  are  the  true  caufes  of  cur  Mifcnes ,  an  A 
thence  to  enforce  ray  Exhortation  to  pat  an  ay  from  among!  ms 
thofe  Sins ;  for  the  performance  of  which  Duty ,  we  are 
furnifht  with  another,  fo  ftrong  but  fad  an  Argument. 
And  chough  I  may  be  almoft  in  defpair  of  doing  any  goo 
hereby,  which  fhaSl  be  publick  and  vifible,  yet  it  I  uugnt 
hue  prevent  the  final  ruine  of  any  fingle  Soul  5  I  fn* 
be  far  from  reckoning  my  labour  loft  :  Withall  i  would 
hope  to  do  fomething  towards  the  vindication  of  Divine 
juftice,  in  thefe  feemingly  feveredifpenfations ,  an  .  to 
the  quickning  and  comforting  the  hearts  of  ms  f uttering 

people,  1  .  .  '  ,  rt- 

1  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Reader  is  not  fo  deltitute 

of  both  Ret  fon  and  Religion ,  as  to  queftion  whether 

tnsre 


there  be  a  God  that  rules  in  tha  World,  or  whether  he 
bee  Omnifcient  and  Almighty,  without  whole  cogni¬ 
zance  and  concurrence  no  Creatures  can  move,  without: 
whofe  forefighc  and  permififion  no  evenc  can  befall  : 


j.  vour  to  manifeft  that  they  were  kindled  by  no  humane 
jr  means,  before  the  finger  of  God  fhall  be  acknowledged 
'■  therein.  Since  wee  know  that  God  ordinarily  makes 
;=  ufe  of  fecond  caufesforthe  execution  of  his  pleafure  $ 
which  whil’ft  they  execute,  there’s  no  ncceility  that 
they  fhould  diftindfly  underftand  what  they  are  doing  , 
and  frame  deligns  correfpondent  to  thofe,  which  by  his 
over-ruling  power  they  accomplifh  :  Though  Jehu  was 
!  tnoft  intent  upon  his  own  advancement ,  to  which  the 
1  mine  of  zAhab’s  family  was  fubfervient;  yet  God  by 
him  fulfill’d  the  threatings  denounc’t  againfmat  Fami- 
|  ly.  Whim  the  Affyrian  King  was  glutting  his  cruelty  , 
i  and  enlarging  his  Dominions  by  the  conqueftof  the  //- 
t  raelites,  hee  was  a  Sword  in  Gods  hand  to  accomplifh 
fj '  his  pleafure  on  Mount  Zion,  And  the  difference  of  their 
intention  from  Gods ,  doth  no  more  hinder  their  being 
|  inftruments  for  the  performance  of  his  righteous  Will , 

(  than  his  turning  their  addions  to  his  own  ends,,  lefi’ens  the 
I  wickednefs  of  their  intentions.  Even  Judas  and  the 
[if  Jervs  ful  fil’d  the  determinate  connfel  of  God.  Moreover 
that  he  who  hath  all  Creatures  at  his  beck,  even  the 
i  mod  bruitifh1  and  inanimate ,  which  depend  upon  him 
for  their  Being,  Motion,  and  feveral  addivities  ,  did  not 
l  either  prevent,  or  check  what  he  faw  without  his  inter- 
:  pofure  would  produce  fuch  and  fuch  fad  effiedis ,  doth 
plainly  fpeak  thac  it  was, his  pleafure  they  fhould  bee 
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have  we  had  experience  of  a  watchful  Providence  pre* 
Serving  us  from,  or  foon  flopping  the  mifchiefs  of  this 
nature ,  which  either  Treachery  or  Carelefnefs  were 
Bringing  upon  us.  Thofe  defigns  which  have  been  con¬ 
trived  with  as  malicious  a  fubtlety  as  Hell  and  the  Con- 
clave  in  conjunction  were  Mafters  of ,  have  been  di  Co¬ 
vered  andfrufirated  ;  witnefsthat  our  deliverance  frcm 
ihePopifti  Powder- plot,  which  we  yearly  Commemo¬ 
rate,  and  {hall  never  furely  forget  whil’fl  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  keeps  footing  in  England.  And  how  often  have  we 
beenAlarum’d  with  the  cry  of  Fire,  which  hath  been 
extinguished  before  we  could  well  know  Where  it  was. 
But  when  once  we  have  fin’d  our  felves  out  of  Gods  tui¬ 
tion  ,  how  open  do  wee  lye  to  all  aflaults?  Being  ex¬ 
pos’d  to  that  wrath,  whereof  all  creatures  are  ready  to  be 
obedient  inftruments,  and  which  none  may  or  can  refill. 
And  alas  J  how  plainly  did  God  appear  againft  us  in  this 
dreadful  inflance  of  his  difpleafure?  Though  he  did  not 
indeed  immediately  rain  Fire  from  Beave'n  upon  us,  yet 
there  was  fuch  a  concurrence  of  circumftances  to  make 
it  fo  long  unquenchable  and  raging,  as  may  abundantly 
convince  us ,  that  it  was  under  the  command  and  gui¬ 
dance  of  an  higher,  even  an  uncontrofeable  power* 
May  wee  not  bee  allow’d  to  fay,  that  it  was  blown  up, 
and  kept  in  vigour  even  by  the  breathof  the  Lord,  if  the 
winds  may  be  fo  Ail’d  :  .upon  the  wings  whereof  thefe 
Flames  being  mounted  ,  rode  as  in  a  Chariot ,  trium¬ 
phing  along  the  Streets,,  laughing  at  Engines,  bafling 
Art  and  Induftry,  maflring  and  overcoming  all  oppofiii- 
ons  that  were  madeagainfl  them;  in  three  or  four  daies 
fpace  deflroying  the  Works  of  many  hundred  Years,  and 
the  Wealth  and  Labours  of  many  rhoufand  Inhabitants : 

^  idyet  that  it  fbould  flop  where  and  when  it  did  is  alcnoft 
as  much  a  wonder  as  that  it  fbould  be  flopt  no  fooner : 
2nd  both' are  fo  firange,  arguing  a  more  than  ordinary 
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providencej  that  we  may  reafooably  infer ,  that  he  who 
f  aid  to  the  proud  flame,  Toujhall' come  no farther  ,  did  ai- 
fo  fay  to  them,  Hitherto fall  you  come.  So  that  we  may 
fitly  allude  to  that  of  the  Prophet,  /fa.  66.  15.  The 
jLord  is  come  with  Fire ,  and  with  his  Chariots  like  a  whirl e- 
vtindy  to  render  his  anger  with  fury ,  and  his  rebukes  with 
'flames  of  Fire. 

And  if  be  granted  that  it  was  the  Lord  who  brought 
this  evil  upon  the  City ,  it  will  not  then  I  hope  be  quefli- 
oned  but  he  hath  jufliy  done  it;  with  none  I  am  fure  but 
with  Atheifts  will  it  be  queftioned  :  For  he  who  denies 
Godsjuftice,  doth  in  efteft  deny  him  to  be  God;  that 

is,  a  Being  infinitely  perfeft.  Moreover ,  fuch  is  Gods 
gracious  and  merciful  nature,  that  we  may  be  aflured 
he  is  not  delighted  in  his  Creatures  fuflferings ,  which 
he  never  inflifts  but  for  fome  juft  and  weighty  caufe;  yea, 
I  may  fay, which  they  fcarce  ever  undergo,  but  when  they 
foolifhly  and  wilfully  pluck  them  upon  their  own  heads. 
Strange  it  is  that  Man,  to  whom  Self-love  is  a  natural 
and  infeparable  property,  fhould  contrive  his  own  ruine : 
or  if  you  fay  it  is  noc  ruine  that  he  purpofely  contrives , 
yet  as  flrange  itfeems  ,  that  heewhois  endowed  with 
Reafon,  whereby  he  is  capable  of  knowing  the  nature, 
and  attending  to  the  confequences  of  things ,  fhould  fo 
greedily  embrace  the  caufe,  and  will  not  be  driven  from 

it,  whil’ft  he  hates  the  eflfeft,  and  would  fain  avoid  it. 
JBu^as  flrange  as  this  feerns ,  and  as  great  a  blemifli  as 
it  laies  upon  humane  nature,  yet  moft  true  it  is,  and  too 
flrongly  confirmed  by  daily  fad  experience.  Fain  would 
men  feparate  what  the  unalterable  Law  of  the  Creator 
hath  joyned  together,  Sin  and  Mifery :  and  though  they 
know, or  may  know  that  they  cannot  have  one  without  the 
other,  yet  will  they  venture  upon  what  they  love^hou^h 
certainly  attended  with  that  which  they  cannot  endure; 
and  fo  mofl  jufliy,  They  eat  the  fruit  of  weir  own  way ,  and 
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fire  fiil’d'with  their  own  devices.  Thus  it  is  ia  theprefent 
cafe;  with  eagernefs  and  delight  have  we  procur’d  to 
ourfelve  '  thole  eviis  which  wee  bitterly  lament.  Wee 
that  ran  fo  ear-nelily  to  quench  our  burning  houfes,  with 
our  own  hands  fetthem  on  fire.  We  that  are  now  in 
fo  perplext  and  deftirute  a  condition ,  have  even  wilful¬ 
ly  plung’d  our  feives  into  thefe  difficulties:  fcr  in  the 
fettled  courfe  of  Gods  government  of  the  world,  there  is 
as  great  a  connexion  betwixt  fin  unrepented  of,  and 
fore  judgements ,  either  in  this  life  or  the  next ,  asbe- 
twixc  throwing  Granado’s  into  an  houfe  ,  and  its  being 
thereby  burn’c  to  the  ground.  Yet  miftake  me  not,  as 
if  I  thought  that  they  who  fufter  moft  are  the  greateft 
hnners,  and  that  the  City  was  fo  much  more  wicked  than 
the  Country,  as  its  fufferings  are  greater:  But  only, 
this  1  dare  fafely  fay  ,  that  Sin  is  the  great  Incendiary 
cfourLand,  the  Traytor  and  Deftroyerthat  hath  done 
us  fo  much  mifchief,  even  the  fins  of  all ,  and  therefore 
hatha  Judgement befaln  us,  wherein  there  are  few  but 
are  concern’d,  either  for  themfelves  or  relations,  or  at 
Jeaftwife.as  members  of  that  Commonalty  which  fuffers 
fo  greatly  :  andthofe  particular  perfons  upon  whomit 
hath  fain  heavieft  ,  though  there  may  be  many  that  have 
deferved  as  ill,  who  perhaps  fare  better  than  they,  yet 
have  they  no  reafon  to  think  that  they  have  far’d  worfe 
than  they  deferv’d.  God  himfelf  directs  us  in  our  en¬ 
quiries  after  the  caufe  of  fuch calamities,  Dent.  29.  22, 
ag,  24,  25.  When  any  fhould  askwhythe  Land  was 
made  like  Sodom:  and  Cjomorrah  ,  Brimftone,  Salt  and 
Burning,  the  anfvver  was  to  be  returned  ,  becaufe  they 
hadforfook  the  Covenant  of  the  Lord  Goa  of  their  Fa¬ 
thers.  This  Apoftacy  from  God  ,  istheufual  caufe  of 
the  deftru&ion  of  Kingdomes.  Solfa.  42.24.  ft'htrgave 
Jacob  for  a  [foil,  and  Ifrael  to  the  r  older s  ?  Did  not  the 
Lord  y  he  aprinfrwhom  we  k  five  finned?  for  they  would  not 
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,  walk.  in  his  waies  ,  neither  were  they  obedient  unto  his  Law 
i  wherefore  we  may  well  fay ,  7  his  evil  is  of  our  felvesy  our 
^  own  doings  have  procured  all  thefe  things  to  us. 

t  If  now  you  ask  mee  ,  Whac  doings  ?  what  finsthofe 
j  are  which  have  provoke  God  thus  fpeedily  to  repeat  his 
jjlalhes?  Ianfwer,  They  are  even  fuch  as  I  have  before 
5  made  a  rehearfal  of,  .and  which  I  fihall  not  now  particn- 
.  larly  enlarge  upon;  but  efpecially  our  continuance  in  , 
!•  and  revolting  to  thefe  fins,  asiewerein  defpiceof  thofe 
l  remarkable  Judgements ,  which  have  been  employ’d  to 
(  turn  usfrom  them.  The  Pride  and  Covetoufnefs,  the 
,  Whoredomes  and  Drunkennefs ,  which  have  abounded 
’  amongft  us ;  our  cruel  Animofities  and  Divifions,  II n «* 

;  charitablenefs  and  Oppreflion,  Contempt  of  God  and 
Godlinefs,  prophanation  of  Lords*daies  ,  and  negledt 

■  of  his  Ordinances  and  Worlhip  j  fuch  as  thefe  are  the 
1  doings  which  have  brought  our  miferies  upon  us.  But 

■  which  is  the  grand  aggravation  of  all;  After  we  bad  been 
i  ftr;cken  for  thefe  fins ,  were  we  grieved  and  reformed  > 

! -Nay,  rather  have  we  not  revolted  more  and  more  ?  Did 
BPS?#  our  afjlitlion  acknowledge otir  offence  ,  and fee k.  the  face 
WBfGod  ?  Did  we  return  to  him  that  had  torn,  that  he  might 
1  heal  Hi‘  to  him  ttoat  had  f  mitten ,  that  he  might  binde  us  up  ? 

I^Or  rather, were  we  not  like  Jerufalem  of  whomGod  com¬ 
plains,  /Teph.  3 .  That  leingfilthy ,  pollute  d9and  an  opgreffin g 
mf  tty 9  fke  obeyed  net  the  voice ,  nor  received  correBi'on ;  being 
gW ,  they  knew  nojhame  ;  and  therefore  bee  made  their 
Streets  wafte  that  none  pafi  by ,  their  Cities  were  defrayed 

there  was  no  Inhabitant. 

.  1 

EL  ? °C  l^-e  ^e-arS  we  ^e^ore  mentioned  of  a  return 

L  a i  i  l  e i°^  *mPlc5y>  ro°  prophetical  ?  Where  alas  ( 
|£ouId  there  be  any  thing  feen  amongft  us,  after  the  hea- 

jry  woaKofthe  Plague  was  fomewhat  lightned  tbatde- 

fcrved  to  be  call’d  a, Reformation  ?  How  few  were  put 

co 
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to  a  ftand  thereby  ,  and  brought  to  confider  and  amend 
their  waics?  Though  they  Caw  their  neighbours  and 
friends  cut  off  before  them ,  yet  did  they  not  ftill  hold 
on  in  their  former  carelefs  and  prophane  courfe?  Whit 
confiderable  notice  was  there  taken  of  the  hand  of  God  ? 
Did  not  the  moft  who  out-liv*d  the  Plague  ,  (hew  that 
their  fins  out-liv’d  it  coo?  did  they  not  fall  in  again 
with  the  very  fame  violence  and  unconfcionable  eager - 
nefs  they  were  wont ,  to  the  purfuing  of  their  worldly 
defigns  ?  As  if  their  greateft  trouble  was ,  that  they  had 
been  fo  long  interrupted  in  their  gainful  trading:  and  its 
well  if  the  trade  of  finning  was  even  that  while  interrup¬ 
ted.  Or  if  there  werefome,who  by  the  apprehenfionsof 
approaching  death  ,  were  frighted  out  of  fome  groffer 
fins,  and  into  good  purpofes;  yet  did  they  net  foon  re¬ 
turn  to  their  old  bent ,  like  firearm,  whofe  courfe  hath 
been  for  a  while  damm’d  up  ?  Many,  it  is  to  be  fear’d , 
whoin  their  trouble  foughc'God  ,  prefently  forgatehim 
when  that  was  removed;  and  forgot  the  promifes  they 
made  to  him,  ofnewnefs  of  life  and  better  obedience, 
in  cafe  they  fliou  Id  be  recovered  and  preferved.  But  be¬ 
came  generals  affedl  not  fo  much;let  me  put  it  to  thy  own 
Confcience,  Reader,  for  thy  particular,  what  influence 
the  late  Vilicacion  had  upon  thee  ,  for  the  changing  and 
bettering  thy  heart  and  life  ?  Did  it  bring  thee  to  reflect 
upon  thy  felf ,  and  fearch  out  what  was  the  plague  of  thy 
heart?  what luft  thou  hadft  harboured  ?  whatduty  thou 
hadft  negle&ed  ?  whereby  thou  hadft  contributed  to  the 
increafing  and  haftning  of  Gods  indignation.  And  didit 
thou  thereupon  proceed  to  the  humbling  of  thy  foul  be¬ 
fore  God  for  thy  tranfgreflion  ,  and  to  the  reforming  of 
thy  life?  If  indeed  thou  haft  done  thus,  and  {halt  hold 
on  fo  doing,  ics  happy  for  thee :  but  examine  well  whe¬ 
ther  thou  art  not  ftill  the  fame  mamhac  ever  thou  wait, 
as  proud  and  worldly , 


as  flothful  and  fenfual  as  ever : 

.  and 
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d  as  much  a  Granger  to  God,  and  Chrift,  and  heavenly 
things  as  ever.  Whether  it  be  thus  with  thee  or  not,  I 

cannot  fay ,  I  leave  that  to  God  and  thy  own  Confer¬ 
ence  to  judge:  But  1  think  without  breach  of  charity , 
j  may  fay ,  ’tis  thus  with  the  mod.  The  Rod  hath  left 
them  as  bad  as  it  found  them ,  and  therefore  indeed 
worfe :  Now  do  but  confider  it  impartially,  whether 
this  be  not  matter  of  high  provocation  to  the  Divine 
Majefty,  to  fee  himfelf  and  his  providences  thus  fleight- 
ed  by  heedlefs  refolute  finners.  For  fure  we  muft  needs 
think  that  it  is  for  fomeend  ,  that  he  who  is  wife  and 
good  kies  fuflferings  upon  a  people;  and  he  expe&s  they 
Ihould  improve  them  to  this  end  ;  and  cakes  exaid  no¬ 
tice  whether  they  do  fo  or  not.  No  doubt  therefore  bur 
he  expected  an  improvement  of  our  1  ate  heavy  Vifitation, 
and  did  obferve  onr  behaviour  in  and  after  that  time. 
He  that  looks  down  from  his  heavenly  Throne  upon  all 
the  dwellers  on  earth ,  hath  beheld  our  fenflefnefs  and 
ftupidicy ,  how  light  wee  have  made  of  the  Tokens  of 
bisdifpleafure;  our  hypocrite  and  impudence  ,  how  we 
have  kept  our  Falls,  and  our  Sins  together ;  he  hath  feen 
how  regardlefs.  we  have  been  of  the  defign  of  this  Dif- 
penfauon ,  as  if  it  was  no  Call  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
tLand,  to  return  to  God  from  whom  they  had  backflid- 
den,  .but  rather  that  it  came  by  chance,  or  however, 
no more  considerable  rhan  other  Difeafes  are  ;  and 
accordingly  we  have  been  little  more  concerned  ,  except 
inlying  bow  ro  keep  our  fe]ves  out  of  danger ;  little 
thinking  of  betaking  our  felves  to  God,  toget°our  peace 
made  with  him,  nor  well  conceiving  of  any  great  advan¬ 
tage  to  be  had  thereby.  Is  this  indeed  a  true  Character 
of  cur  demeanour,  and  could  we  think  the  GrcnGod 
would  brook  fuch  infufferable  contempt  ?  When  Fafhers 
^aave  taken  the  Rod  in  hand  ,  do  they  ufe  to  1  ay  it  down 

before  the  Guides  Itubbornnefs  be  conquered?  Often 

i  •  '  •  '  may 
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may  we  finde  in  the  flory  of  Princes ,  that  they  will 
ther  connive  at  fome  affronts  from  cheirSubje&s.  0J 
Neighbours ,  than  attempt  a  redrefs  or  punifhmenc 
which  they  fear  themfeives  unable  to  accomplilh ;  but  if 
once  this  attempt  be  made,  they  look  upon  themfeives 
engaged  in  honour  and  policy  to  profecute  it,  leaf!  by  the 
falour  their  weaknefs  be  difeovered ,  their  authority  em- 
pair’d,  and  the  offendors  more  confirmed  in  their  info- 
iencies.  How  would  Ph.no ah  have  triumphed,  if  after' 
a  judgement  or  two ,  Mofes  had  heaft  his  fait,  and  left 
the  Israelites  in  his  hand:  he  would  even  have  taken  him- 
felf  too  hard  for  that  God  who  demanded  them  thence, If 
then  the  Almighty  hath  purpoft  to  reform  this  Nation 
or  root  it  up,  do  we  think  he  will  give  us  off  before  this 
purpofe  be  accomplilht  >  As  he  hath  before  given  pre¬ 
cept  upon  precept ,  and  with  great  patience  waited  for 
the  fruit  thereof ,  fo  he  may  now  jufily  fend  Judgement 
after  Judgement*  and  if  one  bee  flighted,  follow  it  with 
another,  dll  his  ends  are  brought  to  pafs.  This  is  no 
more  than  what  he  hath  often  threatned  to  the  Obftinare, 
Leviticus  2 6.  Jer.  30.  25,  24.  Behold  the  uhirlemnd (if 
the  Lord  goeth  forth  with  fury ,  a  continuing  rtbirlewind •, 
it  Beall  fall  with  fain  upon  the  head  of  the  wicked.  The 
fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  Jhall  not  return  until  hee  hath  done  it 
and  till  hee  hath  performed  the  intents  of  his  hearc ,  in  the  Lb 
terdaiesye  fhall  confider  it. 

But  before  I  conclude  thedifeovery  of  the  probable  j 
canfes  of  this  our  late  fuffering,I  cannot  but  point  at  the  [ 
continuance  of  that  mifearriage  which  I  formerly  men¬ 
tioned,  and  manifefted  to  have  fo  great  an  influence 
in  procuring  our  miferies,  namely  .  The  disabling  and 
reftra'inin g  fo  many  faithful  cJMmi Tiers  of  ChriTl  front  j 
ioin<r  what  they  might ,  toward  the  preventing  and  leffening 
’fff  pr&mhjnn  Sins ,  and  the  advancement  of  that  God  line  fie , 

which  is  the  welfare  and  eftahUfhmem  of  a  Kingdoms.  The  I 
- ;  '•  1  ground 
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jj  ground  I  go  upon  in  aflerting  this  to  be  a  principal  caufe 
i^ofour  Calamities,  are  with  mee  unqueftionable;  and 
]  will  be  1  think  with  any  one  elfe,  who  will  firft  but  grant, 
;  that  the  overflowing  of  wickednefs  brings  ruine  upon 
(  a  Nation;  and  then  will  foberly  confulc  his  own  rea- 
I  ;l  fon  ,  whether  the  reflraint  of  many  fuch  who  would 
3  make  it  their  very  buflnefs  to  oppofe  the  growth  and 
^  fpreading  of  fln,  is  noc  the  ready  way  to  caufe  it  over¬ 
flow?  andlaftly  will  but  attend  to  his  own  experience , 
V  whether  this  hath  not  been  (and  is  therefore  like  to  bee 
ftill )  the  effeft  of  the  removal  of  the  late  Minifters 
:ip4  from  their  employment  ,  and  of  denying  admiflion  to 
all  other,  who  cannot  accept  of  the  hard  conditions 
which  are  tendred  them.  This,  as  I  yet  conceive ,  I 
have  made  beyond  all  contradi&ion  evident  in  the  for¬ 
mer  difcourfe,  p#g.  80.  and  forward.  Nor  can  I  devife 


what  can  bee  alledg’d  to  weaken  that  evidence.  Is 
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not  ffloft  certain  that  there  are  many  fuch  mean  places 
1  in  the  Countries ,  as  are  altogether  deflitute  of  Preach¬ 
ers,  which  they,  who  with  all  their  Souls  would  accept 
them,  are  abfolutely  forbidden  to  fupply  ?  And  is  it 
j  noc  almoft  impoflible  but  they  flipuld  be  ignorant ,  who 
have  no  Teacher,  and  ungodly, who  are  ignorant  ?  Again, 
yi  is  there  any  thing  of  a  flander  in  what  1  have  there  faid  , 
That  there  are  many  places  furnilhc  only  with  men  utterly 
inftifficient  and  unfic  for  the  Miniflry  ,  being  either  in- 
tollcrably  negligent  or  ignorant,  or  of  loofe  and  vi- 
( ■  cious  Lives  ?  To  hear  of  this  may  bee  unpleafant  to 
thofe  that  caufe  it,  but  if  it  bee  true,  isic  not  likely 
to  bee  much  more  difpleafing  to  God  to  behold  ic? 
Have  there  not  been  multitudes  refior’d  to  the  Mi- 
r!  niftry,  who  were  once  caft  forth  for  the  notorious  fcan- 
daIoufneffe_  of  their  Conversation  ?  And  though  they 
if1! pretend  ,  its  like*,  that  Loyalty  was  their  onely 
Crime,  yec  doth  not  the  continuance  of  their  loofe- 
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nek  ,  as  much  juftifie  their  former  eje&tcn ,  as  con¬ 
demn  their  reftiturion  ?  Amongft  the  many  hundreds 
that  have  been  excluded  for  Non-conformity ,  where 
are  there  ten,  may  I  not  fay  one,  thus  proceeded  a»ainrt 
for  Prophanenefs  ?  ’Tis  lawful  I  hope  to  mention  *rhefe 
things  which  almoft  every  body  fees  and  talks  of !  Even 
thofe  who  are  not  at  all  defirous  to  fpy  blemifhes  )n 
the  Church  of  England ,  as  they  love  tofpeak,  nor  any 
corruption  in  her  Adminiftracions ;  cannot  but  confefs 
this  io  bee  a  mold  grievous  one  5/ loudly  calling  for  a 
Reformation.  And  is  if  a  fault  to  fpeak  the  fenfe  of 
fuch  who  are  freeft  from  partiality  and  prejudice  ?  Jf 
then  io  many  Shepherds  are  fet  over  the  Flocks,  who  are 
either  carelefs  of  them,  or  are  themfelves  dangercufly 
jick  of  thole  Difeafes  they  ought  to  cure,  what’s  like  ro  I 
become  of  the  Sheep?  andwnatsthc  ground  of  all  ibis 
mi  (chief ,  but  the  feclufion  of  fo  many  Pious  and  Con- 
fcienciotis  men  from  the  Miniftry  ,  which  hath  made  a 
kmde  of  necefiity  of  admitting  fuch  unfit  perfons  there¬ 
into  to  lupply  tjieir  rooms,  or  of  leaving  fuch  va¬ 
cancies  as  might  r oo  much  fname  the  Authors.  This  I  i 
am  confident ,  is  the  cnief  ground  ,  together  with  thac 
?eal  in  thole  who^  prefide  over  thefe^  affairs  for  the 
ffrengthmng  of  their  owncauie,  whichmakestherodif* 

penfe  very  much  to  fuch  as  are  qualified  with  a  full  Con¬ 
formity,  which  is  teldome  wanting  in  them  who  have 
little  die  to  recommend  them.  Now  what  courfe  could 
bee  taken  that  was  like  to  do  more  to  the  encreafe  of  J 
wicKednefs  than  this,  namely,  to  thruid  into  corners  fuch 
who  improv  d  their utmoft  abilities  to  counter-work icj  ! 
and  iniiead  of  them,  to  admit  fuch  into  the  Pulpit,  whofe 
praaifes  at  leaif  were  Patrons  and  Promoters  of  it  ?*  Let 
me  noc  be  thought  guilty  of  fo  much  immodefty  or  pre¬ 
judice  ,  as  to  lay  they  are  all  fuch ,  I  have  before  pre¬ 
sented  that  mifiake  ;  but  I  think  he  may  jufUy  be  argued 


I  j,  •  \  J  / 

[L  of  both, who  denies  that  there  are  any  fuch.  But  fuppofe 
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t •  there  were  not  (  which  with  all  my  Soul  I  wi(h  was  more 

') ii  .  ^  /-  •  x  ¥  ami  r  _ 


d?  than  a  fuppofition  )  yet  I  am  Bill  of  opinion ,  that  the 
A  filencing  of  fomaDy  Mincers,  at  lead  as  eminentfor 
■5  Piety,  Learning,  and  Diligence  in  their  employments , 

|.  .-i  as  thofe  who fucceed  them  ;  and  preventing  fo  mauy  o- 
}\  thers,  hath  been  as  great  a  check  and  hindrance  to  true 
.A  Religion  and  Godlinefs ,  and  of  as  fatal  confequence 
tothefoulsof  thoufands,  as  any  thing  that  ever  befell 
Tf  us  fince  the  Reformation.  Could  there  bee  a  readier 
l  way  to  expofe  men  to  death,  than  in  time  of  fome  great 
^  Mortality,  in  a  City  where  the  one  half  of  the  Phyfi- 
dans  are  Galenifts ,  the  other  Cbimifts  ,  toiflue  out  an 
:di|  Order,  that  none  fhould  pradife  except  they  who  would 
"kli  approve  the  method  of  Gdlen\  or  the  contrary :  whereby 
%  one  half  muft  needs  be  rendred  ufelcfs,  in  a  feafon  where 
M  there  would  be  work  for  all ,  though  a  thcufand  more  ? 
y,  And  was  it  lefs  dangerous  to  the  Souls  of  men  to  have 
H|stfo  many  Phyficians  removed  ,  when  neither  the  Patients 
...  nor  their  Difeafes  were  few  or  inccnfiderable  ?  It  was 
^  not  then  I  hope  either  for  want  of  confederation  or  cha- 
yiity,  that  I  before  took  the  boldnefsto  fuggeft  5  that  the 
f- ,  Reformation  of  this  diforder5  was  one  lefion ,  which  the 
Red  then  laid  on  us,  ought  to  teach  us.  >  ' 

:,®t  And  fince  that  time  hath  the  cafe  been  altered,  have 
^ 1  matters  been  mended  amorgft  us  ?  Need  1  tell  the 
world  that  they  have  not  ?  Is  there  any  man  fuch  a 
[(granger  in  England  ,  that  he  knows  not  what  hath  been 
:rdone  fince  then  ?  How  new  ambiguous  Oaths ,  as  likely 
1#  to  be  refufed  as  the  former ,  have  been  fram’d  and  im~ 
jiff  pos’d,  fo  that  they  who  were  before  aft  forth  of  their, 
^employments,  and  ftript  of  their  maintenance  depend- 
if!  ing  thereupon,  muft  now  be  driven  from  Cities,  Towns  . 

Corporare,and  the  places  where  they  have  been  formerly 
'r  employ’d,  except  they  would  embrace  thefc.  And  yet 


what 
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what  new  crimes,  todeferve  fuch  punifliments ,  they 
were  guilty  of,  we  are  yet  to  learn,  except  this  was  one. 
That,  through  che  providence  of  God  ,  and  the  charity  of 
his  people,  they  were  noc  ftarv’d  to  death,  or  into  a 
compliance  fomsthing  worie.  I  am  almoft  afraid  of  . 
being  offenfive,  whil’ft  Ido  but  nakedly  relate  this  ter- 
rible  dealing  with  fuch,  for  many  of  whom  I  dare  confi- 
dendyfay,  their  Innocence  is  as  great  as  their  Suffer¬ 
ings;  the  very  rehearfal  thereof  feerns  fo  ftrange  ,  efpe- 
cially  if  we  confider  that  doleful  circumfhnce  of  time 
wherein  it  was  fer  on  foot.  Whil’ft  wewpre  all  fmart- 
ing  ,  amongft  other  fins ,  for  our  unchriitian  divifions , 
even  then  inftead  of  healing  our  Breaches,  and  the  Land 
at  once,  were  fome  preparing' lathes  for  their  Brethren 
who  fhould  furvive;  that  if  they  were  left  on  earth,  they 
might  not  have  a  comfortable  and  quiet  habitation  in 
it,  fofaras  they  could  hinder  it.  Did  they,  whom  we 
may  reafonably  fuppofe  the  chief  promoters  of  this  de- 
fign,  imagine,  that  they  had  offended  by  too  great  gen- 
tlenefs ,  and  therefore  muft  expiate  that  fault  by  this 
feverity?  Alas,  they  need  not  have  fear’d  it!  Or  did  : 
they  indeed  take  thefe  their  Brethren  to  be  the  Pefts  ! 
and  Plague-fores  of  the  Nation,  by  purging  of  whom 
from  Towns  and  Cities ,  they  thought  to  atone  Heaven 
and  purge  the  Land?  They  fhould  not  mechinks  befo 
uncharitable.  But  yet  wee  finde  the  beft  of  men  have 
been  as  heavily  cenfured.  The  Apoftles  themfelves 
were  taken  to  be  the  7T££iK,a0(X£jU<x!cc  H0<7/a'£>,  i  Cor .  4* 

1 3 .  fuch  ki  nde  of  vile  perfons  as  were  commonly  pitcht 
upon  for  the  luftracion  of  their  Cities,  in  times  of  great 
Calamity,  And  as  their  cenfure ,  fo  their  condition 
was  not  much  unlike?  for  weefinde,  v.  11.  They  bad  no  j 
certain  dwelling  flace.  ^  '  j 

May  we  not  by  the  way ,  lawfully  take  notice  of  the 
mercifuinefs  and  wifdoms  of  that  Providence,  which  | 

,  ,  '  turn’d 
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turn’d  what  was  meant  for  his  fcrvants  harm ;  into  their 
good,  even  their  temporal  good;  by  fomething  an  harlh, 
but  it  feems  a  friendly  voice  ,  calling  to  them  to  go  to 
Pella  before  Jerafalem  was  deftroy’d.  It  might  feem  a 
peice  of  violence  which  the  Angels  offered  to  lingriV 
Lot)  when  they  laid  hands  on  him  to  bring  him  away^ 
Gen. ip.i  6.  Bucifhehad  at  firft  thought  fo ,  it  was  but 
a  very  little  while  before  he  had  fufficient  ground  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  ,  what  we  read  in  the  fame  vcrfe ,  That  the 
Lord  being  merciful  to  him,  brought  him  forth ,  and  fee  him 
without  the  C ity.  who  Would  not  in  fuch  a  dark  and  mu¬ 
table  world  as  this  ,  give  up  himfelf  without  repining  to 
the  coflduft  of  that  Providence  ,  which  intends  our  good 
by  chofe  very  waies  which  fcem's  moft  to  cotftradi&  it  , 
and  which  will  fafely  lead  us  through  all  the  various 
gloomy  turns  of  Life,  and  at  length  accomplish  the 
jud  defies  of  all  thofc  who  (incerely  icrvej  andincircly 
fefign  up  themfelves  to  it.  When  as  they  who  are  en¬ 
gag’d  in  any  work ,  which  is ’contrary  to  his  Will  who 
rules  the  World ,  will  finde  themfelves  bafled  and  o- 
vercome  even  when  they  think  they  fucceed  and  prevail ! 
Oh  how  miferably  do  we  often  find  theWife  men  of  the' 
world  infatuated  in  their  policies,  whil’ft  they  puli  down 
the  Walls  to  fecure  the  City.  When  th  Ivharifeet 
conceiv’dor  pretended  a  fear ,  that  if  Chrift  fliould  bee 
let  alone  and  gather  fo  many  followers  after  him  the 

Romans  (as  imagining,  it’s  like,  chat  they  defign’d  a  re¬ 
bellion  )  would  come  upon  them  and  take  away  their 
Nation  ;  the  courfe  they  took  to  prevent  this  danger  * 
by  confpmng  agamft  the  life  of  our  blelTed  Lord,  prov¬ 
ed  a  means  of  bringing  upon  them  thofe  Romans  which 
they  fear  d  ,  and  by  them  deflru&ion  to'  their*  City 
and  Nation.  The  Sodomites ,  to  whom  the  precife  life 
and  galling  reproofs  of  Lot  were  as  much  a  vexation  as 
their  wickcdnefs  was  to  his  righteous  Soul ,  who  were 

Wf .  '  B  extream.' 
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extremely  impatient  that  an  llpftart  and  Stranger  fhould 

take  fo  much  upon  him,  far’d  never  the  better  for  having 
this  thorn  pluckt  out  of  their  fide;  and  had  at  length 
reafon  to  be  convinc’t,  that  not  his  Neighbourhood,  but 
their  contempt  of  it,  with  their  other  impieties,  were 
moft  prejudicial  to  them.  Never  yet  did  Town  or  City 
fare  veorfe  for  an  holy  fraying  feofle :  Swearing,  and  Cur¬ 
lings  and  Conventicles  of  Good-fellowfhip  ,  and  Prc- 
phanenefs,  aret  like  enough  to  bring  mifehief  upon  the 
places  where  they  are  practis’d  ,  but  humble  fervent 
prayer,  be  it  in  pubiick,  or  in  private  ,  in  a  Synagogue ,  or 
in  an  Rffer  Roomy  never  did  nor  will  do  ;  but  rather  the 
retraining  of  prayer  before  God  may  probably  do  it.  If 
Aaron  and  Hun  fhould  have  laid  ftones  upon  Mofes  his 
hands,  to  weigh  them  down,  inftead  of  fupporting  them, 
no  wonder  if  the  hands  of  their  Warriours  had  been 
weakned,  and  <is4ma!eh  had  prevailed :  Or  if ,  when  he 
flood  in  the  Gap  to  intercede  for  the  IJraeiites ,  they 
ihould  have  pluckt  him  out  of  it,  no  wonder  if  wrath 
had  foon  overwhelm’d  them.  Had  they  gone  about  to 
prohibit,  or  any  way  reftrain  the  offering  up  the  Incenfe 
of  prayer  to  God,  it  had  been  but  juft  and  natural  that 
be  fhould  have  made  the  fmoke  of  his  fury  and  their  tor¬ 
ments  to  afeend.  /  '  r.  \  ^  r'l 

Need  I  mention  it  to  any  knowing  Englifhman  what 
a  kind  of  Mourning  Garb  our  Nation  hath  lately  wore, 
and  in  what  a  dife  on  folate  pofture  fhe  hath  fate  ?  A 
Nation  fo  gladded  by  the  Reftauration  of  her  Rightful 
Magiftrate,  our  dread  Soveraign,  and  equally  fadned  by 
the  removal  of  a  faithful  Miniftry;  than  which  fcarce 
any  thing  could  have  been  devis’d  more  to  the  grieving 
and  even  breaking  the  hearts  of  fuch ,  to  whom  the  in- 
tereftsof  their  fouls  are  dearer  than  all  worldly  things. 
And  fuch,  though  they  may  not  be  the  richeft  nor  the 
created,  yet  without  queftion  they  are  the  beft  part  of 
.1  .  any 
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any  Kingdome  where  they  dwell.  But  yet  I  muft  coafcfk 

i  nmeC  W,trh  very  flw  cL0‘npa"tivd!' *  of  *vhac  fpiric 
»  or  “‘•■'Melon  foever,  that  have  feetn’d  pleas’d  with  thefe 

trail. ions ,  but  acknowledge  thatgentlenefsandbro* 

thetlyforbearance  had  been  more  fuitable  to  the  nature 

of  that  Chrifitan  PtofeiTionwhtch  we  all  own,  and  more 

trirswr  ?erei?> which  m  *u  pr*tend  c°  <*«- 

&"•  J ??dTbt*d  y  tlf  n  the  bleffed  God  •  who  h«h  * 

Sfflni  f  hls(ervan's>  'hJ0  the  mofl  holy  and  corn- 

$£*■!**$?* afhaa,ed  of  *iS  hatted,  thisyeaMe[- 

WhenthtrLord  &55fS5  *7^ 

rrd  f  j  j  A  d  Ta,'hough  that  great  day  of  difcover- 

■ngtruthanddoingjufticebeyetrocome  when  ,if vs. 

[Is  zors  (hall  be  pluckt  off  from  perfonsand  thWs,fuch  chat 
now  render  V.ces  Honourable,  and  Virtue”  rr  lino,,, 
as  the  profperous  pleafe  to  vote  them  ,  and  when  all  be- 
Jlng  manife/fed  to  be  whac  they  are  fhall  hf»  rm  a  **• 

\ di/erv® ;  yet  even  before^a'day  there  arjll* 

"hich  ordena 

J/v7^  av  inn.s  rtanijniftractons.  ■Andfuch  Ff- 

•,  fayes  and  expreiTions  of  Tuftice  rh^  -,J  ° ,  j  .  , 

!  Mercy,  as  may  ferverohrma  t  •  3re  min^  with 

fconfider  their  waves,  and8 land  ferTC  to 
f  And  have  not  confifc«e. 
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not  found  that  it  is  an  eafier  thing  to  filence  his  Man¬ 
tlets  than  his  Judgements  ?  Every  mans  own  fenfe  is 
-  belt  able  to  inform  him  what  our  flout. Hung  and  profpe- 
titv  hath  been  lince  that  time.  Scarce  a  fenhblc  Chriljt- 
an  but  to  his  grief  obferves  how  lamentably  the  tntereft 
of  Religion hathdcciined,  and  force  any  carnalmanfoj 
fenflefs  but  complains  that  our  worldly  prosperity  hath 

donefo.  Certainly  that  all -feeing  God  ,  wno  tsalover 
of  Holinefs  ,  will  not  be  tnockc  with  appearances  and 
olotious  pretences.  ’Tis  not  the  flounflies  of  Ord«,  De¬ 
cency  and  Uniformity,  that  will  be  accepted  inflead  of 
down-right  Godlinefs,  and  true  Chanty  and  Unity.  To 

reform  a  Church,  and  raife  it  out  of  its  mines,  implies 
fomething  more  than  either  to  repair  and  beautineliate- 

lv  Edifices,  though  Confecrated  ones ;  or  to  give  a  little 

fplendor  to  external  fervice,  and  feduce  feme  petty  cir- 
cumftances  of  worlhip  which  had  been  ddus  d  :  Us  as 
much  fenfe  to  fay  ,  that  he  recover'd  a  man  to  life  ,  who 
inftead  of  a  plain  Coat  put  him  on  a  gaudy  one,  which 
perhaps  may  not  be  fo  ferviceabi&netther.  Nor  is  thej 
welfare  and  glory  of  a  Church  to  be  meafured  by  t  e  i 
wealth,  pomp  and  power  of  its  Governours  (for  then  , 
we  know  who  would  carry  it  from  all  Competitors)  bnc 
by  its  attainment  of  thofe  ends  for  which  it  was  mib cu¬ 
red  We  ufe  not  to  count  that  the  beft  Flock  which  is 
difeas’d  and  fcabbed,  though  the  Shepherds  may  be  rich, 
and  at  eafe  ;  nor  is  that  Hofpital  in  the  beft  order,  whole 
Governours  and  Pbyficians  havftthe  gveateft  Revenues 
and  liberty  to  do  what  they  lift ,  wbiift  the  Tick  an 
wounded  are  neglefted  5  and  perifh  ,  but  that  therein 
thefe are  moft  carefully  lookt  to ,  and  beft  healed.  An 
that’s  the  beft  School  where  the  Matters,  are  meft  able 
and  painful  5  and  the  Scholars  make  the  beft  progre  s  in 
learning  and  good  manners ,  not  that  where  the  Mafteis 
are  beft  paid,  anddoleaft,  though  fuch  as  thefe  are  t  6] 


« 
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likelieft  to  get  their  filly  Scholars  love#  Plainly  then, 
the  blcffed  Redeemer  of  Mankind ,  the  Founder  and 
Law-giver  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  hath  appointed  it 
to  be  as  a  School,  wherein  Believers  by  the  teachings  of 
his  Spirit,  Word  and  Minifters,  are  to  be  trained  up  into 
a  fitnefs  for  the  high  and  heavenly  glory ;  as  an  Hofpital 

wherein  lapft  fouls  are  to  be  heal'd  of  the  difeafes  con- 

traaed  by  the  fall ,  that  they  may  be  made  meet  for  the 
prefent  fervice  and  future  enjoyment  of  God  :  where- 
fore  wc  muft  needs  concludc^thac  s  the  h^ppicft  iind  moft 
glorious  Church,  where  chefe  defigns  are  moft  faithfully 
regarded  and  fuccefsfully  carried  on,  even  where  fin  and 
wickednefs  is  moft  vigoroufly  fee  againft,  difeouraged  $nd 
fuppreft,  and  ail  real  goodnefs  is  moft  promoted  and 
fartheft  fpread ;  where  the  feveral  members  are  dili- 
gently  inftrutfted,  and  carefully  iookc  after ,  fo  that  they 
grow  in  found  knowledge,  faith,  humility,  zeal,  and  eve¬ 
ry  other  grace ,  and  live  together  in  mutual  peace,  love 
and  righteoufnefs,  adorning  the  Gofpel  ,  and  glorifying 
their  heavenly  Father  by  fuch  fruitful,  beautiful  conver- 
fations.  Rut  where-ever  the|e  things  are  lefs  regarded, 
let  there  be  never  fp  much  empty  noife  of  Order  and  Set¬ 
tlement  upon  fure  and  ancient  foundations,  of  a  flourifh- 
ing  Clergy,  and  excellent  Conftitutions ,  becaufe  per¬ 
haps  they  all  read  over  the  fame  prayer,  or  wear  their 
Coats  all  of  a  colour ;  yet  whilft  i  believe  the  Gofpel, 
which  tells  us  the  nature  and  ends  of  this  holy  Society, 
I  (hall  never  believe  that  to  be  the  beft  ordered  Church 
which  falls  fovaft^aorc  thereof ,  even  that  where  the 
Life  and  Power  ontaligion  apparently  decayes,  and  ig¬ 
norance,  lukewarmnefs,  and  prophanenefs  live ,  thrive, 
and  over-run  the  members.  1  think  its  far  better  to  fee 
the  Phyfitiansin  times  of  great  ficknefs  bufily  running 
torefeuethe  difeafed  from  the  jaws  of  death,  though 
perhaps  not  with  fo  much  formality  and  orderlinefs  as 
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might  at  another  time  fcemrequifite,  than  to  have  them 
take  (hte  upon  theta,  and  bulie  themfelves  in  deviling 
and  preferring  Orders  about  their  Adminiftrations  that 
make  more  for  their  own  incereft,  or  at  lead  for  the  hu¬ 
mor  of  fome  of  them,  than  for  the  good  of  their  Pa¬ 
rents;  efpecially  if  they  fhould  proceed  to  make  it  a 
Ynme  for  thpfe  that  may  be  as  skilful  and  faithful  as 
themfelves,  to  endeavour  the  faving  of  their  Neighbors 
lives,  except  in  every  pundilio  they  comply  with  their 
humors.  -But  to  do  thus  in  matters  that  concern  the  ever- 
baling  life  and  death  of  immortal  fouls^  is  fuch  a  piece 
pt  bold  felfifhnefs  and  uncharitablenefs,  as  will  fcarce 
be  we|l  taken  by  him  who  died  for  them.  And  whether 
therb  have  not  been  fuch  limitations  and  reflraints  laid 
upon  many  vvhofe  bufinefs  and  office  it  was  to  overfee 
louls ,  and  thereby  fuch  injury  done  to  their  precious 
d*arge,  let  any  unbyaft  Reader,  who  knows  how  affairs 
Rand  amongfl  u”,  determine  ;  as  alfo  ,  if  it  be  fo,  whe¬ 
ther  fuch  aaions  mud  not  needs  tend  much  to  the  provo- 
cation  and  difhonor  of  God,  being  publickly  owned  and 
.  luR'fisd,  and  the  whole  Nation  involved  in  the  Guilt,  fo 
ar  as  it  can  concur  to  a  (ingle  a£tion  j  and  whether 
therefore  the  redrefs  of,. this  may  not  reaionably  be 
t  ounht  one  grand  Admonition  of  the  feveral  calamities 

which  have  of  late  like  waves  com’n  riding  one  upon  the 
neck  of  another.  ,  1 

And  now  at  length,  what  as  to  this  particular  fhall  be 
the  fruit  of  thefe  flames  that  have  burnt  up  the  Glory  of 
©ur  Land  ?  Shall  they  not  burn  up  difhonour  of  it 
too?  Shall  not  our  animofities  andyfontentions ,  our 
earthly  carnal  zeal  which  hath  fed  upon  our  fpirirs ,  and 
almodconfumed  our  vitals,  with  all  our  paffionate  in¬ 
flammations  and  heart-burnings, be  thrown  into  this  fire, 
never  to  revive  and  live  more  ?  Oh  would  to  God  that 
they  might,  I  fhould  not  then  flick  to  call  ic  a  Blefled 
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Fire,  which  fhould  confume  and  carry  away  fo  much  of 
a  worfe,  even  of  Hell  it  felf,from  amongfl  us.  Oh  hap¬ 
py  were  we,  if  our  Drofs  and  Tin  were  but  thus  burnt 
off,  that  we  might  come  out  of  the  fire  fo  well  refin&d  \ 
That  all  our  dubborn  Spirits  were  but  malted  and  foft* 
ced  into  fuch  mutual  compliances  as  befeems  Chriftian 
Brethren.  But  alas  !  what  mortal  power  can  produce 
fuch  bleffed  effects ?  Whatearthly  indruraent  can  bring 
about  fuch  an  heavenly  work  ?  No, this  is  left  for  Omni¬ 
potence  to  accompli  ill.  Good  Lord, then  'let  the  power  of  ■thy 
Grace  fet  in  with  thy  Providences ,  and  let  thy  Spirit  do  that  , 
which  neither  Plague  ,  Fire  nor  Sword ,  Mercies  nor  any 
Means  by  themfelves  can  :  Even  to  w or 4_  the  Spirits  of  ail 
thofe  who  call  themfelves  thy  Servants  and  Children  ,  into  a 
.  gentle ,  loving  temper }  becoming  that  Profejjic.n  and  the  near- 
nefs  of  their  delation-  that  they  may  with  faithful n efts  and  re - 
Joint  ion,  joyn  hands  in  that  work^,  to  which  they  are  all  en- 
gagfdj  and  give  each  other  what  ajftiflance  and  encouragement 
they  are  able,  for  the  fubverfion  ofSatans  Kingdoms,  and  the 
carrying  on  thofte  defigns  of  mercy  to  Mankjnde ,  for  which 
thoudidft  create  ,  and  deft  uphold  this  world  ,  and  ftent  ft  thy 
Son  into  it ,  and  keep  ft  thy  Goftpel  and  Minifters  in  it. 

Is  there  any  thing  in  this  requeft ,  to  which  all  true 
Chridians  may  not  readily  give  their  Amen  ?  Why  then 
fhould  not  all  who  own  that  Name,  contribute  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  the  obtaining  of  that  9  which  they  profefs 
to  defire  ?  How  lamentable  and  Grange  a  thing  is  this  , 
that  when  wee  are  aU  agreed  ,  or  feem  to  beefo  ,  about 
the  chief  end  which^e  ought  to  purfue ,  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  means  conducing  thereto ,  that  yet  we  fhould  Band 
at  fo  hot  and  hurtful  a  difference  about  matters,  where¬ 
in  one  would  think  it  impodible  for  rational  Men  to  dif¬ 
fer.  Are  wee  not  all  agreed,  that  the  honour  of  God , 
and  falvation  of  Souls }  ought  to  bee  the  principal  end 
of  our  endeavours  ?  And  that  the  bringing  of  men  to 
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know,  believe  ,  and  obey  the  Gofpel ,  is  the  only  way 
for  the  attaining  of  this  end  ?  And  that  the  delivering , 
explaining ,  and  inculcating  upon  them ,  the  truths  and 
duties  of  this  Gofpcl ,  by  a  Minifiry  fitted  for  that 
work  ,  is  the  ordinary  means  for  the  begetting  of  Faith 
and  Obedience  ?  And  after  all  this ,  fhall  it  bee  a 
controverfie  ,  whether  many  of  thofe  who  are  thus 
fitted ,  and  acknowledged  to  bee  fo ,  fliall  bee  kept 
off  from  this ,  fo  needful,  fo  important  a  work  ,  father 
than  to  bee  difpenfi  with ,  as  to  fome  fuch  Suhfcriptions 
and  pra&ices,  which  they  that  refufe,  dare  not  comply 
with,  for  fear  of  finning  j  and  which  they  that  irnpofe, 
know  they  may  lawfully  difpenfe  with  ,  being  matters 
of  that  nature,  that  the  mod  zralous  Afl'ercorsof  them  , 
will  not  afiKiH  they  are  of  abfoluce  necefiky  ,  nor  that 
they  will  countervail  thelofs  of  Souls,  which,  it’s  too 
too  evident ,  the  rigid  impofition  of  them  does  and 
will  occafion.  Will  nothing  that  hath  yet  befaln  us, 
help  rode;?  our  Judgements  and  fettle  pur  aflfedions , 
fo  far  as  to  end  this  controverfie  ?  Are  not  our  fufferings 
yet  great  enough  to  meeken  and  bow  our  fpirits,  and 
drive  us  together?  Shall  they  not  now  atlaft,  work  the 
fame  happy  effed  upon  us,  in  reference  tothefe  diffe¬ 
rences,  that  Ferfecution  and  Imprifontnent  did  upon 
thofe  famous  Martyrs,  Ridley  and  Hoofer ,  in  a  bufinefs  of 
rhe  like  nature.  The  good  In  an,  who  was  before  fo  hot 
in  prefiing  Conformity,  foon  put  off' his  harfhnefs, 
as  appear’d  by  his  loving  Letter,  when  he  faw  his  Brorher 
a  Priloner  for  the  fame  common  5  truth  with  himfelf. 
They  who  may  quarrel  in  the  Palace ,  are  made  friends 
in  a  Prifon  ,  and  embrace  each  other  at  a  Stake.  And 
they  who  cannot  agree  ,  fo  much  as  about  wearing  the 
fame  clothes,  arc  foon  reconcil’d  when  they  wear  the 
fame  chain.  And  fhould  we  be  reduc’t  to  the  like  cafe 
l&viyh  theca,  1  am  very  apt  to  believe  we  mould  then  be 
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,  of  the  fame  relenting  temper.  They  who  have  been 
guilty  of  fo  much  rigour,  would  then,  I  hope,  be  alham’d 
■  and  griev’d  to  remember  how  they  had  formerly  made 
l  thofe  to  fuffer ,  who  arc  now  become  their  Brethren  in 
fuffering.  May  we  not  fay  ,  Oh  wh'olfome  Perfecution t 
whofe  fetters  ©ft  prove  bonds  of  peace ,  whofe  preflures  al- 
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lay  that  pride,  and  heal  thofe  breaches  ,  that  would  not 


by  any  other  means  be  healed?  But  what  fhall  neither 
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Reafon,  Interelinor  Confcience  perfwade  that  ,  which  a 
more  fmartingRod  would  whip  us  to?  Will  nothing 


but  ravenous  Wolves  drive  Chrifts  Flock  together  ?  Will 
no  other  Fire  but  that  of  Martyrdome  ,  devour  our  un¬ 
natural  heats  ?  Oh  why  ffiould  we  provoke  God  to  ufe 
harfher  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  that,  which 
hee  fees  his  more  favourable  difpenfations  will  not  pro- 
A  duce? 


That  it  is  nothing  finful  or  unreafonable  that  is  re¬ 
ft  quelled, I  appeal  to  the  ‘Petition  for  ‘Peace ,  to  which  I  be¬ 
ll  fore  refer'd,  as  containing  the  fum  of  their  defires,  whofe 
fe  Caufe  I  plead.  Will  it  be  a  fin  to  grant  that  Indulgence, 

i  which  for  feme  time  his  Majefty  by  his  Declaration  did  ; 

li  and  which  hee  was  pleafed  alfo  to  give  affurance,  hee 
(|  fhould  confent  to  have  it  by  A&  of  Parliament  confirm’d, 
|  when  any  Bill  to  that  purpofe  Ihould  be  propos’d  ;  and 
it  which  moreover,  it  waspublickly  reported,  hewasgra- 
,  cioufly  inclin’d  fince  to  have  given,  had  not  they,  whom 
| « leaft  befeem’d  to  be  enemies  of  tendernefs  and  charity, 
Ik  prevented  ir.  In  a  word,  can  any  thing  bee  more  rea- 
|  fonable ,  than  that  they  who  prof efs  them felves  Officers 

to  govern  it  according  to  his 
|  Orders,  and  to  carry  on  his  Ends,  fhould  fo  far  provide 
for  his  honour, and  the  necefficies  of  Souls, as  to  give  way 
|  to  fuch  to  Preach  his  Gofpel,  who  are  competently  quali- 
I  ned  for, and  earned!  y  defirous  of  that  Employment  3  and 
•  that  upon  fuch  conditions  as  Chriff  hath  in  his  Laws  ap- 

■  '  pointed: 


pointed,  and  the  Apoftles  in  their  times  required  of 
thofe  whom  they  admitted  to  this  Funifion?  Lee  all 
that  are  Lovers  of  truth  and  peacedetermine  whether  this  i 
be  not  a  modeft  and  juft  propofal ;  and  whether  it  muft 
not  be  {’omethingelfethanConfcience  and  aZeal  for  Re-  j 
ligion,  that  can  caufe  any  to  rejeft  it ;  this  God  will  in  ! 
his  time  determine.  I  mention  Church-Officers,  be-  } 
caufe,  by  their  mediation  ,  this  Liberty  is  moft  likely  to  ; 
be  obtained,  as  by  their  interpofure,  principally  it  hath 
been  taken  away  and  hindred :  which  consideration,  be- 
iide  the  nature  of  their  Office  and  Truft,  methinks 
fhould  engage  them  to  do  what  they  may  cowards  it’sre-  t 
covery. 

And  was  there  now  but  this  much  granted ,  though  I 
dare  not  fay  ic  would  bring  us  all  that  outward  profperity  | 
which  is  defired,  yet  I  am  confident,  it  would  very  mneh  ; 
change  this  fad  face  of  things  that  noWappears  amongft  us,  | 
and  would  revive  a  languifhing  fpiritlefs  Nation, and  very  , 
much  expel  thofe  ominous  fears,  and  mil-givings  of  j 
minde,  wherewith  we  are  fo  generally  feiz’d;  For  I  am  j 
wel  affur’d  it  would  rejoyce  the  hearts  of  thoufands  of  his  1 
Maiefties  moft  faithful  Subje&s,  who  though  they  fhould  l 
be  fed  with  the  bread  of  adverfity  ,  and  the  water  of  afflittim ,  f 
yet  would  more  chearfully  bear  it,  were  their  Teachers  but 
remov’ d  out  of  the  corners ,  whfireinto  they  have  been  dri-  j 
ven,f o  that  they  might  free!  y  fee  and  hear  them;  And  we 
may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  an  aeft ion  which  tends  fo  j 
much  to  the  honour  and  fervice  of  Religion,  even  to  the  ' 
curing  of  our  divifions,  the  eafing  of  the  burdened,  and 
not  only  to  the  pleafing  of  fober  and  good  people, but  to 
the  profiting  of  the  bad,  will  be  very  acceptable  to  God  ,  ’ 
and  the  moft  likely  way  to  procure  th  it  favour,  which 
will  fecure  a  Perfon  or  Ivingdome  from  being  miferable , 
whatever  befall  them.  I 

And  <•  is  it,  can  we  imagine,  that  fhould  prevent 


that 
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\  that  Grant ,  which  is  in  felf  fo  highly  reafonable,  and  at- 
\  tended  with  fo  many  defirable  confequences  ?  1  know 
J  not  what  can  bee  obje&ed,  but  that  common  pretence, 

\  That  this  is  the  way  tocaft  mall  into  confufions  and  d if orders  : 

To  which  T  h^VP  hpfdfP  fnfl-ifMPntltf  « nC AA/L..  «*• 


To  which  I  have  before  fufficiently  anfwered.  Why  j 
befeech  you,  fhouid  a&s  of  Clemency  breed  Confufi- 
on,  where  thofe  of  rigour  have  been  receiv’d  with  pati¬ 
ence?  Why  (hould  they  be  thought  fo  foolifh  anddif- 
ingenuous,  as  to  become  diforderly  by  the  favour  of 
their  fuperiours,  who  have  had  fo  much  Confcience,  as 
to  be  peaceable  in  the  want  of  it  ?  Efpecially  fince’this 
favour  is  of  that  nature  ,  that  it  makes  them  little  more 
capable  of  doing  mifchief,  if  they  were  inclined  toit. 
It buc.  m,ght  do  much  to  prevent  or  take  away,  fuch  incli¬ 
nations  ,  if  there  was  any  danger.  And  how  can  that 
preed  Confufion ,  which  will  do  fo  much  to  the  fatisfy- 
ing  of  mindes  ,  the  uniting  of  hearts,  J  and  foto  the 
JMengtneni.ng  of  our  hands.  But  to  fecure  all,  what  can 
..dc  dehred  more  than  is  before  intimated  ?  viz,.  That 
t  ey  w  ho^  fhare  in  this  Liberty ,  binde  themfelves  by  the 
molt  plain  and  facred Oaths.  nor  ffi  J: 


P‘ain  an<d  facred  Oaths ,  not  to  endeavour  the  di- 
fiurDance  of  either  Church  or  State  ,  but  the  peace  of 
Wcth.  And  if  any  bee  indeed  found  guilty  of  a&ing  to 

jhe  contrary,  let  them  bear  the  punilhments  due  to  Se¬ 
dition  and  Perjury.  f  . 

Fain  now  would  I  hope  that  there  are  none  fo  fully 
item  on  iheir  owe .Wills,  that  they  are  abfcltttely  re- 
1  •  ud  no  °^emd  Reafons  nor  Entreaties  fhall  prevail 

C,rflhe  r  ’  t0  d,epart  inch  from  their  ""deraken 

f*  Jrec  “s  ,Mve  <h«  as  a  property  of  the  moft 

t,n?by« ^rfelf'  and  main- 

jhaveerr  d  ;  Proclaiming  her  Obftinacy,  i„flead  of  dif- 
f  0VI  °  her  FaJlxbility.  Buc  they  who  make  none  of 

that 


■ 
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chat  cldlculoas  and  proud  claim,  may  well  enough  avoid 
chofe  intanglements ,  which  are  the  pernicious  but  ne- 
ceffary  confequences  thereof.  As  the  frailty  of  Man 
expofes  him  to  miftakes ,  fo  ’tis  the  honour  of  a  Chrifti- 
an  to  acknowledge  and  recra£t  them.  Nor  will  any  I  < 
hope ,  conceit  themfelves  pen’e  up  in  fuch  unhappy 
circumftances,  that  they  have  occafton  to  complain  ,  as 
eAirUn  the  fixth  did  ,  That  being  Pope ,  he  could  do  little  ' 
good  though  he  really  de  fired  it  ^  becaufe  he  could  attempt  no 
conftderable  piece  of  Reformation ,  bat  he  found  it  would  «-  : 
ther1  dif oblige  the  Grandest  of  his  oven  Court ,  entpair  his  Re- 
vsnxst  or  fume  way  or  other  weaken  the 'Papal  inter  eft.  All 

that  I  am  pleading  for ,  is  but  a  Liberty  for  able,  godly,  j 
peaceable  men  ,  to  Preach  the  plain  and  pure  Gofpel of  ! 
Chrift,  which  it  is  his  command  fhould  be  made  known 
to  every  Creature :  And  wherein  this  can  prejudice  any 
perfon  or  party,  that  maintain  notdefigns  contraryto, 
or  advane’e  above  this  Gofpei,  I  am  utterly  to  feek.  If 
there  be  any  whofe  endeavours  ftiall  bee  found  more  for 
the  upholding  and  propagating  of  aFa&ion,  than  true  i 
Godlin^fs ;  I  am  far  from  williing  them  any  fuch  favour, 
as  might  capacitate  them  the  more  fuccefsfully  to  ferve 
themfelves.  Butyecfince  unhappily  there  are  fotnany 
petty  differences, and  notes  of  diftineVton  amongft  us,  lec 
every  man  have  fo  much  Juftice  ,  as  not  to  be  prefently 
condemn’d  as  Fa&ious,  becaufe  he  is  angeriy  call’d  fo 
by  another,  from  whom  in  fomefmall  things  heemay 
diflent-*  For  if  fuch  cenfures  may  bee  on  all  hands  ad¬ 
mitted  as  current  proofs  ,  I  fear  wee  flhall  finde  few  in¬ 
nocent  through  the  whole  Land.  Of  contrary  opinions 
its  impoftible  to  hold  both,  and  in  matters  of  pra&ice 
which  are  under  debate  ,  wee  mu  ft  either  do  them  or 
leave  them  undone.  And  thus  we  cannot  avoid  the  ap-  i 
pearance  of  being  on  one  fide,  which,  be  it  what  it  will , . 

the  contrary  pare  (the  moft  rigid  of  them  at  leaft)will  be 

apt 
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apt  to  ftile  it  a  Sea,  and  thole  Sectaries  which  adhere  to 
it,  becaule  not  tborowly  jiding  with  them:  And  how 
the  molt  catholick-fpirited  Chrifiian  can  well  pleafe 
both,  is  not  eafie  to  conceive,  difpleafe  them  hee  may 
far  eafier.  It  is  not  my  bufinefs  now  to  enquire  into  the 
nature  of  thofe  things  wherein  we  differ  ,  fo  to  attempt 
a  dicifion  ,  who  is  in  the  right  3andi  who  is  in  the  wrong  . 
and  thence  to  infer  the  equitablenefs  of  Liberty  to  any 
fott  of  men,  upon  fuppofition  of  their  being  in  the  right; 
But  it  is  enough  for  my  defign  to  fuppofe  (  what  me- 
thinks  (bould  not,  by  any  that^are  fober  and  charita¬ 
ble,  be  denied  me,  to  wit*)  .  .  ;  ' 

(  i  )  That  at  prefent  the  conditions  of  acccls  t© 

the  Miniftry ,  are  of  that  nature  ,  that  it’s  pdfible  fo* 
good  Men  Confcientioufly  to  difient  from  them  5 

And 

(2)  That  there  may  lawfully  bee  fuch  abatements 

made  as  thefe  Diffenters  will  comply  with* 

( 3  )  That  notwithftanding  the  differences  that  may 
after  this  remain  in  opinion  ,  wee  may  live  together  in 
love,  and  joyntly  promote  the  Great  ends  of  the  Gofpel  2 
From  which  premifes ,  Iprefi  me  it  is  a  very  faiqand 
natural  inference  ,  That  fuch  who  will  fincerely  apply 
themfelves  to  the  advancing  of  thefe  Ends,  and 
will  engage  not  to  break  the  Peace  about  any  in- 
feriour  points  wherein  they  differ,  ought  not  to  bee 
look*c  upon  as  Factious  and  Schifmatieal ;  nor  as  fuch 
to  bee  hindred  from  imploying  themfelves  to  the  beft 
advantage  ,  for  the  honour  ©f  their  Lord  ,  and  the 
benefit  of  his  People.  Let  him  then  onely  bee 
accounted  Schematically  inclin’d ,  who,  for  the  pro¬ 
pagating  of  his  own  by-cpinicns ,  and  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  his  Party,  will  negleCt  and  contradict 
the  weightier  duties  of  Religion  ;  not  looking  fo  much 
co  the  faving  of  fouls  ,  as  getting  himfclf  Profelites  $ 

un- 
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undervaluing,  cenfuring,  and  abufing  all  thar  .r*  > 

hlS  own  way ,  for  fuch  as  thefe,  be  they  who  they  If 

and  let  them  pretend  what  they  will  :  1  open  J  '*> 

mouth  m  their  v.nd.cation ,  but  will  rather  heartily  0™ 

with  our  Uuny,  la  praying  that  from  all  fuch  ScbifL  b 

Opinion,  affection  or  praaife,  the  L»U  m„u  Mil„  ma 

and  from  thofe  who  are  incurably  tainted  therewith,  the’ 

Good  Lord  dehvir  both  this  and  all  ocher  Churvfi  „ 

through  the  Chritti an  World.  r^es 

Y demanded  by  what  farther  note  we  (hall 
know  the  Famous  from  thofe  that  are  nor  fo ,  fince  fin- 
words  and  fair  pretences  are  a  very  fallible  and  infuffici- 
ear  Criterion  ?  To  fuch  I  anfwer,  That  Juflice  and 
Common  Reafon  will  tell  Us,  that  the  profeLis ,  pro- 
mifes  and  oaths  of  men,  mud  be  taken  for  the  ftireft 

difcovety  ot  their  hearts  and  intentions ,  till  they  (hall 
have  utterly  forfeited  their  credit;  and  when  it  ball  be 

evident,  not  by  general  charges  of  whole  parries ,  but 
by  part, uiler  proof,  that  any  have  done  fo,  ler  them  ne¬ 
ver  more  be  trufted,  till  their  Penitence  and  Reforraati- 

l,lnfc-nhlfrfredfeenid-tril,':f0rfelCUre:  7“  let  no[  'he 

Innocent  fuffer  fortheir  fakes,  nor  let  them  be  thought  to 

with  them  tn  .particular  Opinion  ,"  which  is  the  S,'ft 

■tSrnvVOlfa  \  Crenf“r  t*lat  Cln  **  ’  "^P1  it  may  be 
prov  d  that  thofe  mfcmiy*  are  infeparable  from  that 

Pon-  f  any  man  fhould  attempt  to  murder  the 
“p™  that  he  ,s  not  Head  of  the  Church, 

the  Guilt  of  his  Faa  is  not  chargeable  upon  all  that  ate 

the  lame  Opinion ,  fince  this  actempt  was  not  the  ne- 
ceffary  confluence  of  that  Opinion ,  but  of  the  weak- 
nels  of  his  difcourfe,  or  fome  carnal  Motive  :  Why  ihen 
ftould  the  peaceable  bear  the  blame  of  other  mens  dif- 
ordets,  which  they  could  not  help,  nor  did  contribute  to? 
JSut  if  there  Ihould  be  any,  who  whilft  they  zealoufly 

’  '  inveigh 
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inveigh  againft  all  parties ,  (hall  yet  be  found  fo  follici- 

tous  for  their  own,  that  they  will  admic  of  nothing  as  a 
Teft  of  peaceablenefs  and  Piety,  but  the  profeffion  of 
compliance  with  them,  even  in  thofe  things  which  are 
the  grounds  of  difference  :  I  fear  this  their  courfe  will 
,  be  fo  far  from  being  ferviceable  to  the  recovery  of  the 
Churches  Peace ,  that  it  will  prove  one  of  the  greateft 
\  obftn  &iors  of  it  thac  could  be  thought  of.  And  if  fuch 
mall  be  jealous  of  all  that  refufe  the  conditions  they  of- 
l  fer  them ,  as  if  they  went  about  to  fet  up  forthemfelves, 

I  and  will  accept  of  no  prorettations  to  the  contrary ,  buc 
i  will  endeavour  as  far  as  they  well  can,  to  keep  them  out 
|  of  a  capacity  of  doing  God  fervice,  leaft  they  IHould 
'undermine  fome  intereft  of  theirs  ,  they  do  too  plainly 
tell  theworld  ,  that  they  have  got  femething  which  they 
:  value  at  an  higher  race  than  the  propagating  of  the  Go- 
fpel  j  and  faying  mens  fouls ;  fince  by  their  good  will 
nothing  fhall  be  done  in  this  wor^but  by  thofe  who  will 
'  carry  on  thofe  other  ends  of  theirs*  This  is  fuch  a  De« 

*  monftradon,  as  meer  pretences  to  the  contrary  are  too 
weak  to  confute :  But  happy  will  it  prove  for  us  all ,  if 

'  once  we  become  fo  wife  as  to  believe ,  that  there  is  no 
■greater  nor  truer  felf-intereft,  than  to  be  faithful  to  the 

•  Caufe of  our  Common  Lord,  and  diligent  in  his  fer- 
'vice,  according  to  our  feveral  capacities:  So  that  all 
they  who  own  themfelves  in  Commiffion  under  him, 
may  defire  and  impioy  their  power  to  no  other  end  than 
to  procure  obedience  to  his  Laws,  for  which  purpofe  a- 
lone  his  Servants  are  Authorized  ,  as  the  King  Deputes 
Officersco  fee  his  Laws  executed.  This  is  their  Office 
and  their  Honor,  to  be  the  happy  Inftruments  of  bringing 
many  fouls  to  know  and  accept  of  Jefus  Chrift  their 
Lord  and  Saviour ;  as  it  is  the  bufmefs  and  t  he  honor  of 
an  Embaffador  to  accomplifh  thofe  defighs  of  his  Prince 

for  which  he  received  bisCommiffion  and  inftru&ions, 

,  whereas 

„  i  ' 
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whereas  to  fcegleft  thefe  for  fome  private  ends  of  his 
own ,  would  fpeak  him  rather  a  Fa&or  for  himfelf,  than 
a  Minifter  of  his  Prince.  And  when  Chrifts  Minifies 
do  heartily  believe  this,  they  will  never  have  a  jealoufe 
of  knowledge  and  godlinefs  (by  whomfoevcr  they  are 
furthered  and  fpread )  as  if  they  could  receive  preju¬ 
dice  thereby ,  fince  then  it  will  be  their  only  defire  and 
greateft delight  that  thefe  may  thrive,  and  they  who 
will  joyn  their  induftry  with  them  in  this  bleffed  work, 
cannot  but  be  dear  to  them ,  noewithftanding  any  leffer 
differences  betwixt  them.  Holy  7W  rejoye’d  in  that 
Chrift  was  preacht ,  even  when  it  was  done  by  fome  out 
of  no  good  principle ;  and  why  was  this,  but  becaufe  all  ! 
that  he  propos’d  to  himfelf  was  that  Chrift  might  be 
preacht.  It  was  not  his  Reputation  in  the  World,  nor 
any  advancement  thac  he  fought  for ,  but  that  the  King-  . 
dome  of  his  Matter  might  be  enlarged ,  and  fo  this  went 
forward  nothing  could  difpleafe  or  hurt  him.  Oh  how  far 
then  may  we  imagine  that  he  was  from  forbidding  all 
that  nam’d  themfelves  Followers  of  fcfhas  ©r  Apollo,  in 
oppodtion  to  him,  to  preach  this  Gofpel.  Happy  then 
{hail  we  be,  if  this  true  Chriftian'fpiric  of  meeknefs, 
felf-denial,  and  untainted  zeal  for  Gods  honour,  obtain 
and  prevail  amongft  us:But  if  Religion  be  madeaninftru- 
ment  of  State,  or  a  means  for  the  attaining  of  fome  car¬ 
nal  ends,  and  the  Church  be  governed  by  fuch  Quirks  of 
Policy  as  Statefrnenufe  in  Civil  Adminiftrations ,  then 
indeed  its  likely  that  what,  according  to  the  plain  Rules 
of  the  Gofpel,  would  be  very  ferviceable  ,  {hall  yet  be 
rejected,  becaufe  it  agrees  not  with  Politicks.  And 
■  fometitnss  even  ignorance  and  ungodlinefs  (hall  rather 
be  fuffered  to  grow  and  encreafe,  than  thofe  means  per- 
- '  rnitted  for  their  extirpation  which  have  not  a  tendency 
to  fuch  private  ends,  or  fuit  not  with  the  Methods  which 
men  too  profoundly wife  have  propos’d  to  themfelves* 

1 
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K  I  prty  God  preferve  all  amongrt  us  from  Being  guilty  of 
fo  much  feififhnefs,  fo  licrle  true  policy..  And  to  draw  to 
an  end,  1  muff  profefs  I  cannot  fee  how  they  can  abfolve 
thenifelves  df  this ‘guilt  ,  who  being  entrufted  with  the 
mannagement  of  Church  affair's,  fhall  not  improve  their 
power  to  redrefs  this  grievance  whereof  1  have  been 
complaining',  arid  to  obtain  that  juft  liberty  for  the  Mi- 
ftifters  of  Chrift,  for  which  I  have  been  petitioning  . 
which  its  probable  might  be  attain’d  with  eafe?  were  they 
but  barely  willing  that  it  ftiould  be  granted. 

.  But  -if  they  prove  deaf  to  all  the  moft  humble  and 
importunate  entreaties ,  and  continue  the  reftraint  of 
thole  who  are  confcious  to  themfelves  '  of  fto  other  de- 
hgns  (in  the  main)  but  fuch  as  Chrift  and  his  Apoltfeshad 
when  they  were  upon  earth ,  even  to  inftruft  and  con¬ 
vert  careiefs  finners,  and  build  up  believers;  ftill  pro:- 
curingfufferings  to  fuch,  who  by  their  good  will  would 
(Ldtfplea.fe  normn  ,  if  it  be  poifible  to  pleafe  God  and 
them  too  ,  (and  Some  fuch  there  are)  I  fhall  then  look 
upon  thefe  ftrange  proceedings  as  boding  yet  more  and 
|  greater  ^mifehief  to  this  torn  and  bleeding  Nation: 

'l  Will  God  have  mercy  upon  that  people  who  will  fhew 
B  no  more  mercy  to  one  another?  From  the  day  of  our 
|[(  Peace-making  and  hearty  Reconciliation  ,  if  ever  fuch 
ft4  ddired  df?  frail  come  /  I  fhall  reckon  the  beginning 
I  of  E-n glands  Reftauracion  to  her  happinefs  and  glory - 
y  l51111  before  then  I  fhall  have  little  hopes  of  either.  I  am 
riot  fo  vam  as  to  make  pretence  to  any  Prophetick  Spi¬ 
ff1*  ;  but  when  I  confider  the  reafon  of  the  thin?,  the  Na~ 
j  tufe of  Cod  tnanifefted  in  his  Word,  and  the  courfe 
»  bis  Providence  ,  1  can  hardly  think  that  Nation  will 
be  very  profperous,  which  fhall  dofo  much  to  dif-in?a?» 
Ihemfelves  from  his  favour ,  by  difeouraging  fo  man'v 
whom  he  hath  fitted  for,  and  fenc  our  into  his  fervice  • 

giving  fuch  a  flop  to  the  courfe  of  his  Gofpelj  whereby 

^  6  hi 
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the  Inhabitants  fliould  be  brought  to  that  obedience  to 
his  Commands ,  which  hath  the  bleffings  of  this  life, 
and  that  to  come ,  entail’d  upon  it.  Moreover ,  its 
evident  to  any  confiderative  beholder,  that  Popery,Pro« 
phanenefs,  and  Infidelity,  are  combin’d  againft  us  ;  mif- 
chiefs  near  akin ,  and  being  united  under  one  Common 
Head,  go  about  feeking  whom  they  may  devoure :  and  if 
infteadof  joyning  ftrength  againft  them,  we  continue 
thofe  divifions  which  weaken  it ,  reafon  and  experience 
will  tell  us ,  we  fhall  hereby  lie  much  mrire  open  to 
tieirfury.  And  to  little  purpofe  will  it  btjf  for  men  to 
declaim  earneftly  againft  thefe  growing  evils ,  whilft 
they  nourifb  the  certain  caufes  of  them;  and  to  pre¬ 
tend  chemfelves  defirous  to  have  contentions  ceafe,  and 
wickednefs reform’d  from  amongft  us,  whilft  they  in* 
duftrioufly  keep  off  the  moft  effectual  means  for  iuch  a 
Concord  and  Reformation.  And  if  they  perfift  in  thefe 
refolutions ,  how  little  reafon  have  yve  to  expe&  that 
our  fafting  and  praying  (hould  prevail  for  mercy,  except 
in  order  thereto ,  God  (hall  be  fo  far  entreated  by  us, 
as  to  abate  that  obftinacy,  and  remove  that  Veil  of  par¬ 
tiality  and  felf-love  which  prevent  it,  where*ever  they 
are  to  be  found  upon  us.  He  himfelf  affuresus ,  lfa.  58. 
that  it  is  not  the  formality  of  Sackcloth  and  Aftaes,  and 
banging  down  the  head  like  a  Bull-ruQi,  that  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  of  thofe  who  continue  to  find  their  pleafures ,  and 
exatt  their  labours ;  or  (  as  the  Margent  hath  it )  thofe 
rbings  wherewith  they  grieve  others.  But  the  Fafi  which 
he  hath  cbofen  is,  to  loofe  the  Bands  of  wickednefs ,  to  undo  the 
heavy  burdens ,  to  let  the  opprefied  go  free ,  and  to  break,  eve¬ 
ry  yoke-,  ver*  6,  To  the  fame  purpofe  he  fpeaks,  Zech,  7* 
when  thev  enquired  concerning  their  Fafts,'  whether  they 
fbould  ftill  keep  them  or  not ;  his  anfwer  was.  That  they  j 
had  nut  fafied  to  him  that  while ;  but  rather  they  Jhould  have 

hearkned  to  the  former  Prophets ,  which  crj/ed  to  them  when 

Jsruta* 
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Jerufalcm  rvas  inhabited,  and  in  prosperity  ?  and Jbould  have 
executed  true  Judgement ,  and  f hewn  mercy  and  cornu  (fan 
every  mm  to  his  Brother ,  and  not  have  been  guilty  of  cppref . 
/ton ,  nor  of  imagining  evil  in  their  hearts  againft  their  lro~ 

}  .  A"d  when-  “P“"  preaching,  the  Ninevius 

kept  fuch  a  very  drift  and  folemn  Faft ,  which  being 
loynedwith  Reformation,  was  doubtlefs  acceptable  to 

t0  “k no- 

~cc  of  thrill  comparifon  of  their  turning  from  fin  , 
«  Jm.  J.  I  o.  nAnd  God  [aw  their  work.,, that  t he}  turned  from 

l  hlllT  dua  mi  G?d  ”f"T,d  ’he  mil  th“  he  hadfaU 

that  be  would  do  unto  them,  and  he  did  it  not .  J 

1,1  c,  "ben  at  length  we  (hall  be  pe'rfwaded  tocele- 
bntefacha  Faft  as  is  before  defcribed,  we  may  the 

womifedf  fh r  «0fe  b,effcd  fruitsof  the  fame,  which  are 
of  lfa,ahh  the  laft  whereof  is  fo  exceeding  feafonable, 

condition  i  viz.  That  thy  jhutld  build  the  old  L fc  places 

leca lid  the  Ref  at, nr  of  the  Breach,  the  Refiorer  of  path,  fo 

dm"  “•  '¥  ptous  and  fee! 
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cefsful  endeavours  of  thofe  who  are  in  a°capacitya 

Tides! U!  ’  ml),Procure  tbem  thefe  truly  Honounbl 
j.  After  all  that  I  have  faid,Tknow  ’tis  eafie  for  thofe  mh 

onceve  themfelves  accufed ,  to  wipe  off  all  byaffeft 

ornundof  t,s  not  ?"y  feverity  of  theirswhich  gives  L 
'Srhel  comp'a!"c>  hut  rather  the  complainers  ma 

{or  whateve 

whatever  mifchie’fs  havecomV  Iw  th^?rfnVeS•il^e®U,l^',  0 

Es?  t 

(he  fids  Won  of  thofe  who  IrVwim^ 
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if  I  had  fald  no  more  than  this  (which  is  all  I  dull  add) 
it  mi°htfeemfufiicient ,  to  wit ,  that  I  have  been  plead* 
in*  only  for  their  liberty  who  are  willing  to  take  the 
m 5ft  foletnn  oath,  lawfully  tendred  them ,  that  it  is 
a  fear  of  difpleafing  God,  and  damning  their  louls,  which 
hinders  their  continuance  in,  or  entrance  upon  the  Mini-  j 
{fry  on  the  conditions  now  required ;  and  moreover  | 
will  as  ftriaiy  binde  themfelves,  if  more  favourable, 
terms  may  be  allowed  them ,  not  to  abufe  this  favour ,  to 
the  fomenting  either  of  Sedition  or  Schifme  ;  but  will  :3 
faithfully  devote  themfelves  to  that  work  which  is  on  all 
fides  acknowledged  to  be  their  duty  ,  and  will  fiudy  to  1 
preferve  and  promote  the  peace  and  profperity  both  of  ] 
Church  and  State.  Heave  it  then  to  the  judgement  of 
any  charitable  man,  whether  fuch  as  thde  are  to  be  con-  j 
demn’d  of  obftinacy  ;  and  where  the  guilt  is  like  to  lie, 
if  upon  this  pretence,  their  requefted  freeaome  ot  fer- 
vin®  God  in  his  Church  (hall  ftill  be  denied  them.  And  ; , 
moreover,!  could  wifh  (as  I  havefaid  formerly)  that  they 
who  oppofe  their  Brethren  in  this  requeft^  would  put  it 
to  their  own  conferences,  whether  they  durft  make  me. 
fame  folemn  profelfions ,  that  they  thus  deal  with  them 
for  fear  of  difpleafing  God  ,  and  wounding  their  Conlci- 


ences?  • 

I  may  perhaps  be  thought  guilty  of  very  great  fa wct- 

nefs  and  petulancy  for  fpeaking  at  this  rate  ;  and  (would 
you  believe  it  ? )  even  of  Faction  and  Sedition  i  for  ar- 
ouing  too  plainly  for  peace  and  equity  :  but  for  that  i 
am  u  a  pafs ;  for  be  it  known  to  thee,  Reader ,  I  confi- 
der  who  is  prcfent  with  me  whilft  I  am  writing ,  and  be¬ 
fore  whom  1  tnuft  fhortly  give  account  of  thefe  and 
alt  other  my  words ;  according  to  which  Chrth  tells 
we  muft  either  be  juftified  or  condemned  ;  and  even  this 
confideration  prompts  me  to  write  what  I  do ;  foth»,E 
is  not  the  fear  of  difpleafing  men  which  can  decej^^ 
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from  it;  fince  alfo  I  can  chearfully  fore-think  of  that 

time  wherein  this  very  controverfie  fliall  be  equally  and 
finally  decided,  at  the  Bar  of  an  Omnifcienc  Holy  God. 
Wherefore  to  this  God,  I  abfolutely  refer  my  endea¬ 
vours,  and  the  caufe  on  whofe  behalf  they  are,  as  know¬ 
ing  if  it  beejufiand  pious,  it  is  his  concern  infinitely 
more  than  mans ;  and  he  will  in  his  own  time  (  which 
we  ought  quietly  to  wait  )  fo  far  own  and  advance  it  as 
he  fees  bed.  Upon  which  fuppofition  ,  I  dare  boldly 
conclude  ,  in  the  name  of  all  thole  worthies,  who  are 
confciencioufly  engag’d  in  it,  with  that  of  the  Prophet , 
The  Lord  is  car  j  udge ,  the  Lord  is  our  Law -giver  jhe  Lord  is 
our  Kin he  mil  fave  us.'  ' 

And  now  methinks,  the  fad  countenances  of  impover- 
ifht Citizens,  efpecially  of  fincere  Chrifiians ,  whom 
flo  Ioffes  can  make  poor  >  norlhould  make  fad;  call  for 
fomething  to  be  offered  by  way  of  confolation.  But  I 
am  for  a  while  interrupted  in  this  defign  by  a  far  fadder 
fight,  even  the  merry  looks  ofcarelefs  unreformed  fin- 
ners,  who  feem  fo  little  affeded  with  prefent  miferies , 
or  apprehenfive  of  any  farther  danger ,  as  if  they  had  no 
;j|(  Relation  to  God ,  nor  the  reft  of  the  world  j  as  if  they 
^  were  neither  concern’d  with  his  Providences ,  nor  with 
other  mens  Calamities:  Menfo  impatient  of  an  inter* 
J  million  in  the  enjoyment,  or  purfuic  of  their  brukifhfen* 

;i  fualities,  that  they  can  reckon  no  time  feafonable  for 
;  .  ferioufnefs  and  fobriety;  but  abfolutely  conclude  a- 
'  gainft  them,  let  the  premiles  bee  what  they  will.  If 
fL  they  dream  of  a  long  and  profperous  life  ,  they  bid  their 
’  Sods  take  their  edjfe,  tat,  drink,  >and  be  merry  9  having  goods 
'  faid  uf  for  many  ye  irs  j  or  if  they  fear  their  daies  may  be 
Ihortned  ,  and  their  mirth  fpoil’d,  yet  they  refolve  to 
have  it  whrf  ’ll  they  may  ,  and  cry,  Let  us  eat  and  drink , 
for  to  morrow  we  (hall  dye  :  Thofe  are  fuch  that  account 
$,oficarinefs  and  Confideration,  the  greatefi  miferies  that 
can  befall  them  ,  and  whil’d  they  are  not  redtie’e  w  a 
1  f  ••  C  3 
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ueceflity  (of  thefe,  they  cfcape  well  enough ,  what  ever 
betides  the  world.  There’s  nothing  they  Teem  to  fear 
more  than  being  brought  into  their  wits ,  and  therefore 
they  ftrive  with  all  their  might  againft  the  means  of  their 
recovery  out  of  this  voluntary  madnefs.  They  have  fo 
far  unmann’d  themfelves ,  that  they  are  even  afham’d 
to  (hew  that  they  are  owners  of  humane  nature ,  by  fo- 
ber  reflexions  upon  their  own  aXions  and  Godsdifpen- 
fations:As  if  they  were  fofar  engag’d  in  their  defigns  and 
courfesj  that  in  point  of  honour  they  could  not  now  up¬ 
on  any  tearms  retreat,  but  mufl  confidently  proceed-to 
aX  the  Bruits  on  this  Stage  , though  they  turn  Devils  for 
it  in  the  next.  Thefe  indeed  are  a  fort  of  men  ,  rather 
fit  to  be  CharaXer’d  to  move  others  to  companion  ( fo 
far  as  they  deferve  ic)  than  to  be  fpoke  to  in  order  to  their 
Reformation.  Who  can  cure  his  deafnefs ,  that  flops 
his  ears  ?  Or  make  him  hear  that  is  fo  wilfully  deaf? 
How  canhe  underftand,  that  hath  made  himfelfDrunk 
with  a  ftupifying  Potion,  which  hath  very  much  depriv’d 
him  of  reafon  and  forefight ,  and  makes  him  go  laughing 
down  to  deflruXion,in  defpiteof  the  faireft  warnings, and 
Soudeft  calls  to  prevent  it?  To  attemptby  inftruXions 
to  reduce  fuch  as  thefe,  fccms  an  undertaking  little 
lefs  improbable ,  than  by  a  formal  difcourfe  to  perfwade 
a  Bedlam  into  his  right  minde*  Bu^  yet  fome  difference 
pnere  is  amongft  thefe  prophanerones:  thy  are  not  all  he- 
fottcd  into  the  fame  degree  of  flupidjjy  ,  nor  ail  equally 
refolv’d  againft  any  amendment  nor  equally  prejudic’d 
againft  the  means  which  tend  co  it.  Wherefore  though 
I  have  little  expeXation  of  fuch  kinde  of  Readers ,  and 
lefs  of  doing  them  good,  yet  if  this  Paper  fhould  chance 
into  any  of  their  hands ,  if  they  have  the  patience  to 
read  anything  befide  Drollery ,  Jet  me  crave  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  their  mindes ,  yyhilfl  I  fobcrly  advife  with  them  in 
a  few  words.  :  '»  ‘  ‘  ‘ 

v  Tcii 
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v  Tell  me  then,  I  befeech  you.  Sirs  ,  fuch  of  you  that 
have  yet  fo  much  Reafon  and  Confcience  left  you ,  as  to 
acknowledge  a  Being  above  your  feJves,who  made  you 
and  all  the  world,  and  governs  all  with  infinite  wifdome 
and  Juftice;  Tell  me,  1  fay,  whether  thefe  providences; 
that  have  lately  befaln  our  Nation  ,  be  not  of  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  nature  ,  and  therefore  in  all  reafon  fenc  upon 
fomc  great  defign  ?  If  one  Embaffadour  after  another 
be  difpatcht  from  a  Prince  ,  to  any  of  his  Neighbours , 
with  a  more  than  ufual  folemnity  ,  do  wee  not  prefently 
guefs  that  there  are  fome  gread  affairs  in  agitation  ? 
And  is  it  for  nothing ,  or  upon  any  trivial  errand ,  that 
the  Sovereign  Majefiy  of  the  World  ,  Commifiions  his 

moft  aftonifhing  and  magnificent  Judgements  to  march 

one  at  the  heels  of  another,  to  any  particular  people? 
Are  not  their  Inftruftions,  think  we,  as  important  as 
I  their  Appearance  is  terrible  ?  And  if  it  bee  fo,  does  k 
,  not  then  concern  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Land  ,  to  whom 
:  this  Meffage  is  dire&ed  ,  diligently  to  attend  to  ,  and 
i  faithfully  and fpeedily  to  obey  the  fame?  How  high 
sn  affront  will  it  be  ,  when  Embaffadours  are  difpatcht 
from  heaven,  for  us  not  to  vouchfafe  them  Audience? 
But  mechinks,  fcarce  any  can  be  fo  wilfully  deaf  ,  as  not 
to  underftand  this  much  ,  which  they  utter  in  a  voice  full 
of  power  and  Majefiy,  That  the  great  God  is  very  forely 
dif flea  fed,  with  the  males  of  this  feofley  being  fuch  y  that  hee'l 

i  •  at  formerly.  And  fhall  not  the 

I  hearing  of  this  awaken  us  all ,  to  a  ftridl  and  feriousen- 
quiry  into  our  particular  waies  ,  whether  they  be  not  fuch 
as  draw  ouc.Gods  difpleafure  againft  us  ?  If  we  had  for¬ 
got  the  noife  of  7  rumpers  and  Drums ,  which  a  few 

#  eon  ;  or  if  wee  are  deaf  to  the 

Inrill  Cannon  which  inculcates  the  fame;  or  heeded  not 

the  fweeping  Plague, which  did  not  (tea!  more fiiently  up¬ 
on  choufands,  than  it  loudly  warn’d  all  that  furviv’d; 

IB  I.  yet  ■ 
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yet  let  us  attend  to  the  voice  of  thefe  roaring  Flames  J 
which  once  more  call  out  to  us ,  with  fuch  a  fiercenefs , 
as  one  would  think,  Ihould  neither  be  dif-regarded,  nor 
in  hade  forgotten.Sball  God  fpeak  thus  once,  and  again, 
and  (hail  not  wee  hearken  ?  Doth  he  manifeft  bis  wrath, 
and  ("hall  npt  vve  be  feiz’d  with  an  Holy  fear  ?  Are  our 
troubles  fo  great,  and  (hall  we  not  diligently  fearch  who 
isth z  Achan  y  what  is  the  accurfed  thing  that  occafions 
all?  Do  the  Harms  rife  ,  and  the  Seas  fwell,  threatning 
us  with  a  (hipwrack ,  and  ilia !1  wee  not  examine  (noc 
by  catling  lots ,  but  turning  our  eyes  inward  )  whether 
we  are  not  the  Jo^bthatcaufeit?  What,  dothicfeem 
a  (mall  matter  whether  God  be  pleafed  with  us  or  not? 
Is  there  any  in  the  whole  World  whofe  favour  we  more 
jieed,and  whom  we  are  more  bound  to  regard  ?Is  it  not  he 
from  whom  vyee  receiv’d  our  lives  and  all  our  mercies , 
and  on  whofe  good  plea  u re  we  depend  for  all  ?  Is  it  not 
into  his  hands  that  we  mu(l  (hqrtly  fall ,  when  vve  leave 
the  world  ,  by  him  to  bee  difpos’d  of  to  our  everlafting 
date?  Yea,  even  novv,  are  not  vve  and  ail  our  affairs  ab- 
folurely  in  his  hands,  and  at  His  ordering ,  to  do  with  us 
as  feems  good  in  his  light  ?  And  can  any  bee  fo  foctifh 
then,  as  to  imagine  that  it’s  not  worth  while  to  examine 
how  matters  Hand  betwixt  God  and  their  Souls?  And 
whether  their  behaviour  hath  been  fuch  as  is  acceptable 
to  him  ,  that  accordingly  they  may  proceed  with  bold- 
nefs,  or  retreat  whil’d  there  is  Liberty,  and  carefully 
reform  themfeives.  This  is  the  fum  of  ail,  that  I  would 
abvife  cardefs  tinners  to,  even  faithfully  to  confider 
their  waies,  every  man  by  himfelf ,  what  he  hath  done 
towards  the  kindling  of  Gods  anger ,  and  vyhat  he  naaydo 
to  appealed  j  to  think  what  it  is  in  him  particularly 
■God  aims  at,  and  fpeqdily  to  fet  againd  it. 

And  be  (ides ,  the  wrath  revealed  againd  us  in  thefe 

di(penfadons ,  which  may  drive  us  to  this  work;  doth 

’  ’  ■  :  ' .  there 
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(inhere  not  appear  fo  much  mercy  in  them,  as  may  quicken 
(  and  encourage  us  to  it  ?  All  chat  hath  hitherto  befaln 
i!  us,  hath  but  the  nature  of  a  warning  to  us  that  are  left; 
ij  and  how  great  foever  the  terrour  of  thefe  warnings  hath 
I  feem’d  ,  yet  that  was  but  neceffary  the  decplier  to  affedfc 
i  our  rocky  hearts.  And  it  can  hardly  be  conceived  whae 
Jcourfe  could  be  taken, more  likely  to  reclaim  a  people, to 
.  whom  all  the  alluring  invitations,  and  feverc threat- 
j  pings  of  the  Word  ,  are  grown  in  a  manner  contempri- 
jble,  as  I  have  formerly  obfcrv'd ;  Thefe  are  like  the 
5laft remedies  whichPhyficians  ufe  to  dying  perfons, which 
t;are  wont  either  to  preferve  life,  or  haflen  death.  So 
ifi:  that  God  doth  nor  only  acquaint  us  by  thefe  his  dealings 
*■" that  bee  is  difpleafed  with  us,  but  in  the  next  place  t 

^  That  he  is  exceeding  defirous  to  reform  us ,  and  tv  ill  tumour 
^  return  to  him,  have  mercy  upon  us  ,  and  pardon  us.  What 
I  reafon  elfe  can  bee  align’d  why  he  fhould  not  immedi- 
Ss  atelyhave  deftroyed  us,  without  affording  any  fpace 
s$  for  Repentance  or  capacity  of  mercy?  Might  not  God 
Is  as  eaftly,  had  itpleafed  him,  havefent  fuch  flames  up- 
It.qn  us,  as  fhould  not  fomuch  have  tended  to  enlighten, 
fol  as  utterly  to  confume  us?  That  Ihould  have  devoured 
g  the  Inhabitants  as  well  as  the  Houfes  ?  If  the  Husband- 
|i  man  iopand  prune  his  Tree,  dig  about  and  dung  it ,  one 
J  year  after  another,  waiting  on,  and  trying  it;  is  not  this 
%  a  lign  that  he  much  defires  fome  fuch  fruit ,  as  may  pre- 
.  ferve  it  from  being  cut  down  as  a  cumherer  of  the  ground  ? 
I,  And  what  fhall  we  go  on  to  fruflrate  thefe  merciful  de- 
i  figns  of  the  God  of  Love ,  who  tries  ail  wales  with  us  to 
I  awaken  and  reduce  us  ?  Hath  hee  not  as  it  were  hedg’d 
j  in  our  way,  andbefet  us  round  with  fuch  flartling  Pro- 
1  vjdences,  that  one  would  thing  nothing  but  a  wilful  re  - 

*  folution  to  damn  our  felves,  indefpite  of  all  oppofition, 

I  Could  carry  us  over  them  to  farther  wickednefs  and  de- 
1  firugicn }  Hath  he  not  plac’c  before  us  thoufands  of  car- 
Bpl<  kaffes 
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feafics  pil’d  up  on  heaps  ?  And  fee  his  Angels  with  a  fla, 
sning  Sword  to  flop  us  in  our  courfe?  And  is  finfuchj 
lovely  thing  in  our  eyes ,  that  we  will  venture  upon  this 
Sword,  break  through  thefe  flames,  trample  over  skull* 
and  bones  to  obtain  it  ?  Yea,  (hall  we  ftill  remain  thus 
bewitchc  by  it,  when  God  hath  purpofefy  reprefenred  it 
to  us  in  fuch  ghaftly  fhapes,  as  mighifcrve  moft  effe&u- 
ally  to  undeceive  us ,  and  deliver  us  from  its  pernicious 
charms  ?  There  is  nothing  in  the  whole  World  indeed 
either  bafeor  hurtful  enough  to  difeover  all  the  loath- 
fomenefs  and  mifehief  of  fin ,  yet  when  ic  hath  fofar  a- 
bus'd  and  befocted  the  finner ,  that  hec  can  fee  no  hurt 
in  it  notwithftandingall  the  bad  names  that  are  given  it; 
the  moft  likely  way  to  make  ic  truly  known  to  him,  is*, 
to  fhew  Lome  fuch  cffe&s  of  ic ,  as  the  faculties  yet  left 
him  acknowledge  moft  dreadful,  and  the  caufe  of  them 
therefore  by  all  means  to  bee  avoided.  Thus  if  the* 
Ally  childe  cannot  be  kept  from  poifon  ,  by  bearing  all 
the  mifehief  of  it,  becaufeit  looks  and  taftes  folike  Su¬ 
gar  :  Let  him  be  foundly  whipc  for  touching  ic ,  and  this 
will  do  moft  to  make  himhaceit.  If  he  will  needs  bee 
playing  with  a  glittering  Knife,  let  him  once  feel  it 
djaw  blood  upon  him  ,  and  thac  will  fooneft  prevail  with 
him  to  throw  it  away.  And  £hall  not  wee,  who  have 
been  worfe  than  childilh  incur  greedy  purfuits  offeem- 
ingly  pleafing  fins ,  (hall  wee  not  run  from  them  as  faft, 
when  we  fee  what  we  have  overtaken  >  He  thac  haflily 
takes  up  an  hoc  Iron,  becaufe  hefaw  not  the  rednefs,  will 
foon  rid  his  hands  of  it,  when  he  feels  it  ftick  to  his  fin¬ 
gers  and  burn  his  flelh.  m 

Though  drunkennefs,  gluttony,  wboredomes,  gainful 
cozenage,  oppreflfion  and  pride,  once  feemed  very  amia¬ 
ble  and  alluring  to  degenerate  unreafonable  finners, 
whileft  they  ftrongly  imagined  they  felt  the  fweecnefs 
and  profic  of  them ;  yet  {hall  they  feem  fo  flill ,  when 
■  :  .  * .  ,•  '  \  -  ,  they 
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,  they  have  fcen  what  fad  work  they  have  lately  made  a- 
3  mongd  us  ?  how  they  have  hid  thoufands  in  their  graves, 
I  and  made  our  flourilhing  City  to  fall  on  heaps ,  as  if  it 
^  would  become  a  kind  of  common  Tomb  to  its  dead  In- 
\  habitants;  toferve  as  a  Monument  toPoderity,  who 
fliould  find  written  upon  it,  Here  lie  the  fruits  of  fin. 

Shall  we  dote  upon  a  painted  poyfoned  Harlot,  and  that 
fo  after  the  Varnifh  is  fallen  off ,  and  the  poyfon  revealed? 
S  Shall  we  dill  ftroke  and  play  with  the  Serpent,  after  we 
'I  have  heard  his  hidings,  and  felt  fome  effects  of  his  en- 
M  venomed  fling  ?  God  forbid  that  we  fhould  be  fo  wilful 
'fel  and  foolifh,coimbraee  the  dart  that  hath  murdered  our 
Hf  friends,  to  court  the  flames  that  have  burnt  our  houfcs, 
ito|  and  w  ill  do  worfethan  all  this? 
id|  As  then  our  calamities  tell  us  to  the  quick ,  that  God 
i(  hath  obferved  and  altogether  diflik’c  our  wayes ,  fo  we 
|  fee  there  is  Mercy  manifefted  in  thefe  Judgements,whild 
fill  tend  torouze  us  out  of  our  fecurity,  to  convince  us 
i||  of  the  mifchievous  nature  of  fin  before  we  feel  the  word 
i ,  °f  «t »  and  afford  us  ground  of  hope,  that  upon  our  con- 
!l  vision  and  reformation  there  is  yet  mercy  to  be  obtain- 
J  ed  for  us.  If  then  we  have  any  regard  to  our  Makers 
pleafure,  or  our  own  intereft ;  if  we  have  any  ingenuity 
f ,  or  love  to  our  felves,  let  us  hearken  to  thefe  earned  calls 
!  ;  of  a  compaflionate  God,  and  fpeedily  accept  of  moti- 
"  ons  for  peace  upon  reafonable  terms,  lead  our  continu- 
J  f  ^  dubbornnefs  fhould  provoke  him  to  refolve  concern- 
:  inS  us ;  that  fince  we  accepted  not ,  nor  improv’d  the 
fPacc  he  allotted  us  to  repent  in  ,  henceforward  all 
tl*  fignsand  profeffionsof  Repentance  fhallcome  too  late 
to  prevent  our  mine :  And  that  feems  to  be  another  Lef- 
fl  *Gn  which  thefe  Judgements  teach  us ,  That  if  wt  con - 

«|  temn  tkemy  and  di/regard  God fpeaking  to  us  hy  them ,  there  is 
ii  great  hazard  that  this  our  incorrigiblemfs ,  and  [range  /?«- 

<>  ftdifj)  will  procure  our  find  ever throw^  If  we  rejeft  the 
f  "  .  Scepter 
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Scepter  of  Grace  which  hath  been  held  forth  to  us,  what 
can  Weexpeit  but  that  it  rtiould  be  withdrawn,  and  a 
frightful  Sword  fee  up  in  its  place  ?  If  we  are  as  refolved 
to  hold  faft  our  fins,  as  Pharaoh  was  to  keep  the  Israelites* 
our  refolucions  may  coft  us  as  dear  as  his  did  him. 
Though  our  God  be  long*fuffering,  yet  will  he  alwiyes 
bear  ?  Will  he  never  do  more  than  gently  lalh  us ,  and 
then  wait  to  fee  what  good  his  ftroaks  do  upon  us?  If 
welhall  fUll  make  void  his  expectations  of  our  amend¬ 
ment,  will  he  not  at  length  take  another  courfe  wich  us  ? 
Hath  not  God  been  as  it  were  laying  liege  to  the  hearts 
of  this  people,  and  fummoned  us  again  and  again  to 
make  a  fu trend er  of  our  felvesto  him,  ufing  thofefeve- 
ral  Engines  that  might  ferve  co  batter  our  hardnefs,  and 
prevail  vyich  us  >  And  if  we  ftill  hold  out  againft  him, 
rejecting  the  gracious  mefl'ages  he  fends  us,  flighting 
the  Warning-pieces  he  hath  IhotofF ,  what  have  we  to 
look  for  next  ,  but  that  his  Murdering  Canons  fhould 
be  planted  again;!  us  ?  That  as  by  his  iaft  a£t  of  hoftili- 
ty  he  burnt  one  of  our  chief  Forts,  fo  he  fhould  proceed 
tale vel  all  co  the  ground.  If  God  hath  ftnote  fomeof 
us  with  the  Sword  ,  others  with  the  Peftilence ,  and  o- 
verthrown  fome  of  us  as  he  overthrew  Sodom  and  Gomor¬ 
rah  ,  and  yet  we  will  not  return  to  him;  may  we  not 
fear  thac  our  deloiadon  is  as  near  as  theirs  was  who  were 
thus  guilty,  and  of  whom  God  thus  complains  ?  Arms  4. 
The  continuance  and  growth  of  fin  under  a  fmarting 
Rod,  adds  an  high  degree  of  hainoufnafs  thereto,  which 
is  ufually  followed  with  a  vengeance  proportionably  hea¬ 
vy.  When  a  Nation  fhall  folemnly  bid  defiance  co 
the  moft  High,  and  engage  in  a  War  wich  the  Lord  of 
Hofts ,  fighting  againft  him  by  renewed  Rebellions,  as 
be  againft  them  by  reinforc’t  Judgements ,  we  may  eafi- 
ly  know  who’s  like  to  come  by  the  worft:  He  hath  Ar¬ 
rows  in  his  Quiver  againft  which  the  rockieft  ftupid 
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heart  is  but  a  weak  defence,  which  can  matter  into 
pieces  thofe  who  will  not  be  foftned :  And  he  hath  fre¬ 
quently  cxpreft  his  unalterable  will  to  conquer  unre¬ 
lenting  Tinners ,  and  that  he  will  even  take  pleasure  m 
fubduing  fuch  (lout  fpsrics  whom  nothing  before  would 
work  upon  ,  orbring  to  take  notice  of  his  hand  ftretcbt 
ouc  again!!  them.  Of  thofe  who  profanely  cried  ,  that 
his  word  was  but  wind,  and  that  they  jkonld  never  fee  evil  •  he 
threatens  that  this  Word  of  his,  which  they  feoff d  atgfhold 
be  fi  re  in  the  mouth  of  his  Prophets,  and  the  people  Jhould  be 
wood  ,'jfer.i.i  hi 4.  And  3 •  Having  before  fpo- 

kenof  all  the  fad  things  he  would  bring  upon  a  ftubborn 
people,  he  adds ;  Thus  j hall  mine  anger  be  aecomfijhed,mi 
m)  fury  refi  upm  them ,  and  I  will  be  comforted ,  and  they  fall 
know  that  /  the  Lord  have  fpoken  it  in  my  zeal ,  when  1  have 
accomplifhed  my  fury  in  them.  Who  can  in  reafon  expe& 
that  God  (liould  alwayes  maintain  his  creatures  in  be¬ 
ing  ,  and  continue  their  comforts ,  w hi lft  they  imploy 
their  life  and  all  their  mercies  againft  him  who  gave  them 
both  ?  Would  not  a  Prince  rather  impoverifh  and  de¬ 
ft  roy  any  part  of  his  Dominions,  than  let  it  ferve  only 
for  an  harbour  and  fupply  to  his  mortal  enemies  }  Ob 
that  England  may  not  heat  that  doleful  word  pronounc’t 
concerning  her,  which  Ifrael  once  did,  Ezek;  y.6.  An  end 
is  com; ,  the  end  is  come  ,  it  watcheth  for  thee ,  behold  it  is 
come.  Let  us  not  go  on  to  provoke  the  God  of  heaven 
to  pours  out  upon  us  all  the  plagues  that  are  threatned 
to  thofe  whom  no  former  means  will  reclaim,  to  de¬ 
cree  a Confumption  by  Sword  or  Famine,  or  any  the 
likedeftroyers.  You  that  have  no  regard  to  your  foulsa 
methinks  flaould  be  more  concerned  for  your  temporal 
welfare,  your  lives,  your  friends,  youreftates,  than  da¬ 
ringly  to  hazard  all  for  the  fcrvice  of  fome  bafe  lufta 
which  will  but  repay  you  with  damnation  atlaft,  befides 
all  the  hurt  it  does  in  the  mean  time  to  your  felves ,  and 
itBPf --  :  •  -  -  '  v'.  thofe 
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thofe  about  you.  Oh  be  perfwaded  at  length,  tor*!r* 
pity  on  the  Land  of  yoqr  Nativity  ;  yea,  to  cake  pity  on 

your  felves,  your  children  ,  and  the  Wives  of  your  bo- 
fome  ?  How  could  you  bearic  to  have  chefe  ravifhr  fmm 
your  Tides ,  ,  and  murdered  before  your  faces  j  or  worS 
than  murdered  by  ghaftly  famine?  when  yo^fhould  fee 
them,  and  feel  your  felves ,  as  it  were ,  kill’d  by  piece- 
meal  ;  yea,  when  your  raging  hunger  fliould  make  you 
wifhfor,  and  batten  one  anothers death,  andcaufe  you 
to  take  away  life  from  them  to  whom  you  gave  it  and 

your  bellies  to  become  the  Tombs  of  thofe  who  came 
from  your  loins?  Ah  Sirs,  what  refle&ions  would  you 
have  in  fuch  a  doleful  day  as  this, on  your  former  delica¬ 
cies  and  riotous  excefTes  ?  Would  not  the  memory  of 
your  pad  fulnefs,  and  the  abufe  of  ic,  help  to  tear  your 
hearts,  as  much  asprefenc  want  would  do  your  bowels  ? 
And  know,  that  plenty  of  Gods  creatures  which  we  now 
enjoy,  is  not  fo  much  an  argument  that  this  evil  (hall 
ev«i  betid^us,  as  our  finful  lavifhing  of  them  in  glut¬ 
tony  and  drunkennefs,  is,  that  it  may.  sin  hath  brought 

rheie,  and  worle  chan  all  thefe  things  upon  divers  Kin°- 
domes:  God  grant  it  may  not  npon  ours.  And  there¬ 
fore  do  I  mention  them,  not  to  encreafe  the  unprofitable 
fears  of  any  but  to  flir  us  up  all  to  that  repentance 
which  is  moft  likely  to  prevent  them ,  or  will  be  fureto 
fecure  us  from  any  confiderable  hurt  by  them.  But  if  you 
cry  only,  God  forbid  that  ever  fuch  things  fhould  hap¬ 
pen,  and  yet  take  the  direft  way  to  procure  them ,  ’tis 
you  felves  only  mutt;  bear  the  blame,  as  well  as  feel  the 
fmarr.  Fair  warning  hath  been  given  us  by  what  we  have 
already  felr,  and  we  may  now  conceive  God  faying  to  us, 

Go yottr  roayes,  fin  no  more-,  lerfft  worfe  things  come  nntoyou. 

And  if  juch  admonitions  as  thefe,  fo  loudly  andfo  fmarc* 
ly  uttered,  Trail  be difregarded,  what  greater  fenflefnefs 
can  oe  imagined  ?  Or  what  more  prefaging  and  defer- 
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ving  ruine,  than  fuch  a  fenflefnefs  and  affc fled  ftapidity? 
And  let  none  be  fo  weak  or  inconfiderate,  as  to  imagine* 
l!God  aims  not  at  them  ,  nor  hath  any  controverfie  with 
'them,  becaufe  they  have  hitherto  felt  little  or  nothing 
!|of  thofe  Judgements  that  have  been  abroad  in  the  Land  ; 
nor  let  any  profligate  Atheifts  add  this  to  the  reft  of  their 
irrational  arguings  againft  a  Providence,  that  they  them- 
Ifelves  who  contemn  it,  live  fecurely  and  at  eafe»  whilft 
llpnany  that  believed  and  reverenc’t  it ,  fuffer  under  the 
Severity  of  its  Difpenfations :  Nor  let  them  hence  con- 
i  firm  tbemfelves  in  pra&ifes  as  bruitifh  as  thefe  Opini¬ 
ons  (which  were  principally  minted  for  their  fakes  )  ouc 
$>f  a  conceit,  that  all  danger  is  far  from  them,  or  at  leaft, 
Ijthat  they  are  no  more  obnoxious  than  others.  For,  to  take 
tj  off  thefe  dangerous  miftakes,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that 
^bc  defign  of  thefe  fad  Providences  is  by  no  means  to  be 
confined  to  thofe  particular  perfons  upon  whom  they 
jpave  fallen  heavieft ;  but  their  Errand  is  to  warn  all, 
•whilft  they  flrike  fome ,  which  is  no  way  difficult  to  be 
i  ipprebended.  A  Warning-Piece  fliot  off  6y  an  Enemy 
Who  hath  befieged  a  Town,  though  it  might  happily  hurt 
(fome  Angle  Townfman,  is  neverthelefs  dire&ed  to  all  s 
JA  Beaccn  when  it  is  fired,  gives  warning  as  much  to  the 
Whole  Country  ,  as  to  him  on  whofe  ground  it  ftands, 
•or  whofe  wood  may  be  imployed  for  that  fire.  And  may 
(We  not  look  upon  our  burning  City,  as  a  kind  of  Beacon 
kindled  to  give  notice  to  the  whole  Ifland ,  that  an  E- 
inemy  is  coming  againft  us  >  Such  an  Enemy  as  may  en¬ 
gage  us  all,  not  to  take  Arms  ,  but  fuddenly  to  lay  them 
idown ,  and  meet  him  with  fuch  humble  fubmiflions,  and 
eatneft  Applications  ,  as  are  wont  to  gain  thecheapeft 
and  moft  honourable  Vidfory :  Xbar  Cod  ,  in  his  deal¬ 
ings  with  a  Nation,  whofe  way^s  ar- '  generally  corrupt® 
ed,  1  ayes  his  ftrokes  upon  fome ,  is  but  juftice  even  to 
them  j  that  he  treats  not  all  thus  3  is  meer  mercy  •  that 
>  be 
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he  takes  thefe  and  (pares  others,  fome  better,  fome 
worfe ,  is  purely  from  his  Soveraignty  ,  and  ought  to  be 
referr’dto  his  own  good  pleafure  ;  and  therefore, though 
we  have  no  other  reafonforic,  readily  to  be  acquiefs’d 
in.  Both  Charity,  and  (frequently)  great  Reafon  ,  for* 
bid  us  to  cenfure  their  crimes  the  greateft ,  whofe  fuffer- 
ings  arefo  :  For  many  times  vve  find  that  God  hath 
fingled  out  his  faithfulleftfervants  as  marks  for  his  (harp, 
eft  arrows ;  of  which  fort  of  Difpenfations ,  even  good 
men  fometimes,  but  wicked  men  alwayes ,  are  very  in. 
competent  Judges.  But  if  any  upon  this  account 
fliould  grow  more  indifferent  to  Godlinefs,  when  he 
fees  it  will  not  fecure  its  followers;  nay,  that  anemi* 
nency  of  it  doth  oft  as  much  expofe  its  owners,  as  height 
doth  Towers  and  Cedars  to  Storms  and  Lightning  \  if 
he  therefore  think  it  rather  to  be  fhunn’d  than  fought  af» 
ter,  his  arguing  will  be  found  as  unreafonable  as  it  is 
dangerous.  A1  as,  poor  blinded  Senfualifts/  you  that  are 
Grangers  to  the  life  and  livelihood,  and  the  great  con- 
cerns  of  Immortal  Souls,  lictle  know  the  fecret ,  happy 
tranfaclions  betwixt  them  and  their  God,  in  that  very 
time  when  you  may  judge  them  forfaken  of  him.  Little 
do  you  know  how  this  Godlinefs  helps  to  bear  up  their 
hearts  under  the  weightieft  ptcffures ,  and  like  a  fecret 
Amulet,  in  time  of  Infe&ioti ,  fecures  them  from  the 
snifchief  of  thofe  evils  with  which  you  may  apprehend 
them  overborn :  Wherefore  leave  them  to  God  and  his 
judgement ,  and  look  you  rather  to  your  fclves ,  what 
you  are  to  learn  by,  and  how  you  ought  to  improve  fuch 
kind  of  dealings;  even  the  mercy  that  you  arefpared, 
when  fo  many  others  are  vifited  one  way  or  other,  layes 
the  greater  engagement  upon  you  to  return  to  him  who 
deals  fo  favourably  with  you  and  you  may  be  fuppos’d 
tk  fitter  for  this  great  and  folemn  work  of  Repentance, 
in  that  judgements  are  brought  fo  near,  as  may  ferve  to 
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quicken  and  affeft  you ,  but  yet fUnd  attach  adifhne£ 
chat  they  may  noc  overwhelm  you# 

And  Iaftly,  You  may  perceive  ,  that  if- rood  Men 
themfelves  undergo  fo  much  ,  it‘s  time  for  you  to  look 
about  you.  If  Judgement  begin  '  at  the  houfk  of  God  ,  what 
\  pall  the  end  be  of  thofe  who  obey  not  the  Go/ pel  ?  You  may 
H  hence  learn,  that  it  is  not  becaufe-you  are  better ,or  more 
^  in  Gods  favour  than  others  who  fuffer ,  that  you  feem  to 
Jii  fare  better  than  they;  and  it  may  therefore  caft  you  into 
J’t  *  ^ar ,  Ieaft  your  punifhment  be  referv’d  a  while,  6e~ 
caufe  it  fhall  bee  laid  on  for  ever ,  Job  21.30.  If  the 
k\  Children  be  nowcorreaed,  BaftardsOiall  not  alwaies 
d°  unpunidit.  You  cannot  then  conclude  ,  that  they 
|  who  havefdrank  deepeft  of  this  Cup,  were  iinners  above 
1  all  that  dwelt  in  England^ but  this  you  may  concludejthac 
|,  except  yon  Repent,  you  fh4l  all  lifewife  be  rip. 

Even  temporal  defiru&ion,  as  I  have  faid ,  vou  h red 
reafon  to  erpea ;  but  if  you  take  fuch  comminations  as 
Words  of  courfe,-  which  Preachers  are  flill  filling  dears' 

°^hru  P£°P!?  o I  i,  no  more  to  be  regarded,  than 
the  filly  Predictions  of  Aftrologers ,  and  do  hereupon 

harden  your  fetesin  fin,  as  if  no  danger  was  near,  know 
tt  for  certain ,  that  fuch  miferies  are  coining  upon  you 

“as  you  (hall  neither  know  how  to  prevent,  nor  ever  re- 

amove  from  off  yoii, And  ghat’s  the  laftthing  I  (hall  men- 
•tion,wmch  thefe  Calamities  faggeft  to  us,That  they  who  are 
not  bettered  by  them ,  nor  any  other  means  that  in  this  life  time 

*  are,ufd  fth  thenf »  &*11  a*  Unlth  **  tiered  with  cmfufion  , 

*f and  lye  down  in  thofe  [arrows  which  will  admit  of  no  relief 

f  *“  *"’»«  ,hm  fiaU  l“  rtletfi.  I  annoc  certainly 
*bh  but  you  may  ftretch  your  reives  upon  your  beds  of 
jiCafe,  and  continue  your  pleafant  dreams ,  yet  a  while 
(longer.  Perhaps  yon  may  faugh  and  play  away  there- 
jtnainderof  yourdaies,  as youhavedone  all  that  wens 
rtefore  *  W  1>1VS  a  few  more  merry  meetings 

r  .  ■  •  Bf  *  ' '  r  •  • 
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and  pleafing  entertainments  $  you  may  be  loaded  with 
riches,  crowned  with  rofe- buds,  glutted  with  fleflily  de¬ 
lights,  and  may  keep  up  your  wonted  height  of  pride  and 
bravery,  infomuch  that  in  your  own  etteem  >  and  in  all 
theirs,  who  judge  of  perfons  and  things  by  the  fame 
filfe  rules,  you  may  pafs  for  the  only  happy  men  in  the 
World :  But  yet  1  can  and  dare  fay ,  that  though  your 
Lives  and  your  Pleafures  Ibould  be-  thus  prolonged  an 
hundred  years,  you  are  but  miserable  men ,  whole  waies 
are  now  accurfed  ,  as  your  end  (ball  bee.  Even  all  this 
while  the  vengeance  of  God  hangs  over  your  heads ,  like 
a  Sword  by  a  Twine-thred ,  and  will  fhortly  fall  upon 
the  Scalp  of  fuch  as  go  on  in  their  trefpafles  ;  It  purfues 
you  at  the  heels,  and  though  it  feem  to  tarry  ,  will  cer¬ 
tainly  overtake  you.  However  you  pay  mif-call  his 
Patience ,  ^you  (hall  finde  that  God  is  no  more  flack 
concerning  his Threatnings,  than  his  Promifes.  lnthe 
hand  of  the  Lord  tnere  ts  a  Cuf ,  and  the  ff'ine  teed  .  it  ifi.  \ 
full  of  mixture ,  and  he  four  elk  out  of  the  fame ;  and  though 
they  mould  efcape  when  it  is  poured  out ,  Yet  the  Drees 
thereof  ,  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  jhdt  wringthem  out ,  ad 
drinkjhem,  PfiL 75.8.  Thefe  are  the  aiftinguifamg  judge¬ 
ments  which  (hall  light  upon  the  ungodly ,  and  none  buc 
them.  Then  at  length  (hall  men  difeern  between  the 
richteotts  and  the  wicked-  between  him  that  ferveth.God,  ad 
him  that  ferveth  him  not :  when  that  day  comcth  that  fall 
hum  as  an  Oven  ,  and  all  the  fraud ,  yea,  all  that  do  wicked- 
lyjhall  be  asjhlMe.  _  • 

Whatever  falfe  confequences  wanton  Sinners  draw 
from  Gods  forbearance  of  them  in  this  day  of  his  pati¬ 
ence,  or  from  ;  his  promifeuous  dealing  with  good  and 
bad  in  this  (lateoftryal ,  they  (hall  foon  be  freed  from 
their  miihkes,  when  they  lhall  finde  and  feel ,  in  what 
adifferent  manner  they  are  treated  in  the  other  lift* 

•  This  will  make  them  acknowledge,  that  verily  there* * 


r  \  ) 

God,  a  RigiitCOUS  God ,  who  judge'th  in  the  earth.  Here 
indeed  chey  were  Neighbours,  and  had  bodies  alike 
and  might  therefore  dye  by  the  fame  Difeafes :  Their 
houfes  were  joyned  ,  and  might  therefore  burn  together: 
'"l  ,uc  dieir  ^°uls  Were  noc  alike,  nor  bhall  they  fare  alike  o«* 
%  llvc  together  any  longer ,  but  betwixt  them  will  bee  a 
irtu  Gu!f  fixe(i »  over  which  there  will  be  no  paflm°  for 
theperions ,  nor  any  translation  of  their  conditions  one 
ijjj- toanotner.  Though  you  might  remove  your  dwellings 
itiii,  a”dlcape  the  Infefbion  ,  or  have  eftates  of  that  nature 
il][|  th.ac  Fl.re  dld  not  conCume  them  ,  yet  all  your  refuses 
,,  will  fail,  when  chefe  lad  woes  (hall  bee  brought  upon 
y?u*  Then  (nail  the  fcorners  who  made  light  of  threat** 
i  nin§s  »  fn^t  hid  then: [elves  under  faljhood  ,  and  made  lies 

J  j?*r  rePfa  node  ,  that  their  Covenant  with  death  fall  U 
■  dij annul  led  heir  agreement  with  hell  fall  not  [land  :  When 

;}  i xfS<?j^LW^®  fcour§e  diad  Pafs  thorow  the  ungodly 

;J  ,  or  d!  tfaey  foall  aU  be  trodden  down  by  it,  Though 
Jthey  might  eicape Sword  and  Plague,  Fire  and  Famine, 
yet  Hell  they  foall  never  efcape.  And  are  there  anv 

f  p,at.?n  che  Mf  n>  a«d  defire  the  reputation  of 

tafchnrtuns,  offuch  a  defperatc  infenfiblenefs  of  their 

iflown  concerns,  that  die  known  certainty  of  infinite  ever- 

fllawng.  torments ,  ,n  cafe  they  bold  on  their  prefen,- 

Snrhtd  mJ  ?IVe  thT  neIcher  check  ®°r  diverfion? 

!if  tt  rjjlf  who  can  thorowly  perfwade  themfelves  ti 

*  k  Jl-  l9  P°(!lbI-v  Ilve  in  a  fiupid  peace,  till  thev  • 
arc  brought  with  the  Devils, to  believe  and  tremble.  Bur  for  ' 

f  a11  thatisin  the  Go* 

(|  JP-fiana  yet  wait  in  thofe  very  waies,to  which  this  Golbel 

if  ICT  CVe,r  a  bng  defiruaion  ,  may  we  not  admire 
'(  r  j^!c  jS  tbey  fiave  got ,  _  to  keep  themfelves 

||  Lrirn  >  ^  ^  '?  thjS  tbelr  fur'Gustmrch  to  Dam- 

t  ^  bac>  Sirs,  have  you  a  belief  for  what  Serin 

fture  cells  you  of  the  weightieft  and  moft  concerning 

BP  ^  a  mat- 
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matter  m  the  World, and  yet  can  yon  alwaies  drive  thern 
"our  thoughts  ?  Do  you  think  it  Of  no  confluence 
to  confider  where  the  way  will  end  ,  m  which  you  are 
walking  with  fo  much  confidence  ?  Do  you  not  know 
well  enough ,  that  if  you  never  turn ,  you  are  certainly 
undone?  Andthat  whil’ ft  you  delay  it,  you  run  fuch  an 
hazard  as  every  man  in’s  right  wits  would  beware  of  ?  E- 
very  ftep  you  tread  being  upon  fuch  a  dangerousprecipice, 
that  nothing  but  the  mercy  which  you  daily  abufe ,  and 
which  will  not  alwaies  bear  fuch  ufage  ,  keeps  yon  froni 
falling  headlong?  And  when  once  it’s  withdrawn, down 
you  °o,  and  are  loft  for  ever.  Is  this  your  cafe-,  and  caaj 
you  not  fpare  time  to  think  how  to  get  out  of  it  ?  Ah 
Sirs,  fad  and  ferious  thoughts  will  be  good  cheap  in  the 
other  World  :  As  much  as  you  fear  and  (bun  them  now, 
then  you  (hall  bee  fufliciently  haunted  With  them ;  but 
as  ferviceable  as  now  they  might  be ,  then  they  (ball  no¬ 
thing  avail  you.  To  think  in  time  which  way  to  avoid 
perdition,  ftiouldnot,  methinksbee  fo  tedious  and  un- 
pleafant  to  thofe  to  whom  it  is  fo  neceffary\,  and  may  Be 
as  advantagioirs :  but  if  this  be  negle&ed,  to  think  what 
you  have  brought  your  felvesto,  and  how  ftrangely  and 
wilfully  you  have  done  it ,  (half  fill  you  With  a  fadnefs 
that  will  break  your  hearts,  but  nothing  better  your 
eftates.  What  then  are  thofe  dreams  wherewith  you 
delude  your  felves  into  a  quiet  continuance  in  an  ungod¬ 
ly  (late,  which  is  like  to  prove  fo  bitter  in  the  end? 
What  do  you  think  it*s  bfeft  to  go  on  a  while  longer,  that 
you  have  yet  time  enough  before  you  ?  But  do  you  well 
.  confider  ,  how  dear  this/iw/?  while  longer  may  coftyou? 
Have  you  any  ground  to  expedl  to  bee  waited  on  much 
longer?  Doth  not  the  time  of  patience  feem  expiring  1 
Arc  not  the  years  wherein  God  refolv’d  to  try  you,  what 
fruit  you  would  bring  forth,  rear  to  an  end  ?  And  is  this 

a  time  to  dally  with  the  Almighty,  when  hee’s  coming 
-  s  ;  •  forth 


(50 

forth  fofeverely  to  reckon  with  you?  Is  your  Sun  fet- 
3  tin", and  yec  do  you  loyter?Is  the  Ship  finking, and  are  you 
!t  ycc  unrefolv’d  whether  you  had  bed  (hi£c  for  you  felves  ? 
\  Certainly  they  who  take  not  this  as  a  fit  feafon  for  Rc- 
‘b;  pentance,  would  by  their  good  will  never  Repent ,  and. 
%  *cis  to  be  fear’d  never  will  till  ic  is  coo  late.  ,  . 

^  But  further ,  you  are  not  I  hope,fo  vain  as  to  conceit, 
^  that  there  is  any  other  v^ay  befide  found  Repcncancciand 
^  a  chorow  Converfion  ,  to  fecure  your  felves  from  that 
ijp  wrath  which  is  denounc  c  again!!  ,  and  will  certainly 
%  come  upon  the  Children  of  Difobedience.  If  you  believe 
ilt,t  the  Scripture,  which  I  now  luppoie  you  do,  you  cannot 
harbour  fuch  a  conceit ,  which  is  there  fo  often  and  fo 
plainly  contradicted  -  And  asfar,  methinks,  you  fhould 
be  from  imagining ,  if  this  wrath  be  not  thus  prevented, 
f  that  ever  it  can  with  any  patience  be  endured,  or  by  any 
'  means  remov’d.  Do  you  indeed  take  hell  for  atollera- 
bie  eidl  ?  even  more tollerable  than  an /holy  hearc  and 
life, by  which  it  might  be  avoided  ?  In  how  dark  and 
'  blind  a  ftate  are  they  who  run  from  their  felicity  as  an 
1  hurtful  thing  ?  And  in  how  fad  a  cafe  ,  whom  nothing 
but  vvoful  experience  will  convince  of  this  miflake  ?  But 
what,  do  you  ever  hope  to  be  able  to  contend  with  the 
Moft  High,  to  grapple  with  Omnipotence  it  felf  ?  Do 
you  chink  you  can  as  eafily  refill  his  Power,  as  you  could 
difobey  his  Commands?  If  this  Ihouid  once  become 
the  only  refuge  that’s  left  you  ,  woe  to  you  that  ever  you 
were  born.  Did  you  ever  yet  hear  of  anythac  entred 
the  Lifts  with  God  and  prevailed?  that  overcame  him 
by  ftrong  hand  ?  Should  all  the  Infernal  Hofts  joyn 
forces  with  rebellious  finners,  how  utterly  unable  would 
they  be  for  one  minute  to  withftand  the  conquering  Arm 
of  the  Almighty  ?  And  canft  thou  a  fingle  man ,  an  im¬ 
potent  worm,  do  any  thing  again!!  it  ?  Why,  doft  thou 
cot  ktyow  that  a  frown  of  bis  countenance  is  enough  to 
’  03  daih 
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dafh  all  created  courage  ?  the  breath  of  his  mouth  fuf- 

hcient  to  deftroy  the  world  ?  If  thou  be  fuch  a  coura¬ 
geous  man  as  to  venture  upon  the  Divine  difpleafure 
thou  faouldtt  have  gone  and  plac’c  thy  felf  in  the  midft 
ct  one  of  Londons  burning  ftreets,  and  have  tryed  how 
thou  couldft  encounter  the  fury  of  thofe  flames,  and 
how  much  they  would  have  valued  thy  oppofition  •  and 

thence  thou  might’ft  learn  what  Man  can  do  again!*  his 
Maker,  or  again!*  any  of  his  creatures  that  go  forth  to 
deftroy  with  Commiflion  from  him.  Do  but  imagine  thy 
Idf  hurl’d  into  the  mid!*  of  thofe  burnings ,  and  there 
to  have  been  kept  aiive  whftft  they  lafted  ,  (which  is  no 
difficulty  to  him  that  made  the  world  of  nothing  )  how 
couldft  thou  have  born  fuch  a  lodging,  even  but  for  three 

dates  fpace-?  But  what  if  it  had  been  for  fo  many  thon- 
fand  years  ?  Bethink  thee  then  howthou  can!*  dwell  with 
everlasting  burnings ,  which  will  be  the  undoubted  porti¬ 
on  of  all  unpardoned,  unconverted  ones.  Do  you  not 

indeed  believe,  that  C  hriff  will  come  in  flaming  fire  to  take 
vengeance  on  them  that  would  not  oley  the  Grfpel  ?  And  whi¬ 
ther  will  you  then  betake  your  felves?  or  to  whom  will 
you  flie  ?  When  not  only  a  City  or;  Kingdome,  but  all 
this  lower  world  (hall  be  of  a  flame;  when  the  Heavens 
jhall  pafs  away  with  a  notfe,  and  the  Elements  [hall  melt  with 
fervent  heat ;  when  an  unquenchable  fire  fhall  be  kindled 
above,  andhelcvv,  and  on  every  fide  you  ,  where  do  you 
hope  for  fhelter?  To  cry  out  to  Rocks  and  Mountains 

to  tall  on  and  cover  you,  will  then  little  avail  you#  Oh 

who can  ft  and  before  the  Lord  when  he  is  angry  ?  who  \nows 
We  poner  of  his  wrath  J  But  fhall  not  the  demonftrations 
arid  appearances  of  it ,  which  you  have  already  beheld, 
prevent  the  faitoer  oold  expofure  of  your  felves  thereto? 
Have  yon  not  had  a  kind  of  glimpfe  of  hell  flafhing  be¬ 
fore  your  faces,  and  will  it  nothing  daunc  you?  Will 
you  like  thofe  -c-cfg.  1 5.  y.  Go  out  of  one  fire ,  to  he  devou- 
/  ■■  *n  1  \  •  • '  '  '  red 
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red  by  Mother?  Will  you  go  on  like  an  Oxe  to  the 
{laughter,  when  you  are  told  whither  you  are  going,  and 
the  fnftrmr.ents  of  death  are  laid  before  you  ?  Will  you 
ftill  believe  that  the  ftein  waters  which  folly  affords  are 
Jwtet  ?  That  her  bread  eaten  in  fecret  places  is  pie  af ant? 
When  it  is  revealed  to  you,  that  her  provifions  are  baits, 
and  their  pleafure  mortal ;  that  the  dead  are  there,  and  her 
(former;  gaefts  in  the  depths  of  hell .  Will  you  go  on  to 
carry  fewel  to  that  pile  wherein  you  your  felves  rauft  be 
confirmed  ?  Will  you  ftill  irabrace  and  cherifii  thofe  lufts 
that  will,  like  an  unnatural  Monfter ,  gnaw  out  the  bow¬ 
els  of  thofe  that  nourfih  them,  and  feed  upon  the  {laugh¬ 
ter  and  ruine  of  their  deareft  lovers  ?  Will  nothing  al¬ 
lay  the  Adulterers  heats ,  till  they  turn  to  the  fire  that 
never  goes  out  ?  Will  the  Drunkard  fwallow  down  his 
immoderate  draughts ,  till  at  length  ne  be  leized  with 
Dives  his  thirft,  never  to  be  quenchc  ?  Will  the  fond  a- 
dorers  of  the  riches  and  Gallantry  of  the  world  conti¬ 
nue  their  dotage  ,  till  they  fee  their  Gold  and  Silver 
melted,  and  not  only  their  (lately  houfes,  but  their 
fruitful  Lands  in  flames  about  their  ears,  and  all  that 
wherein  they  gloried  vani  thing  into  fmoak  and  a  flies ; 
and  fhali  find  themfelves  inwardly  tormented  by  their 
inordinate  love  tothefe  Idols  ,  more  than  by  any  fire 
whereinto  they  may  be  plung’d  ?  The  good  Lord  open 
the  eyes  and  change  the  hearts  of  there  fecure  andjenfe- 
iefs  ones ,  and  fhew  them  the  hell  that  is  in  finicfelf, 
that  they  may  never  feel  that  which  it  procures;  that 
they  may  difeern  the  mifsry  and  deftruBion  that  is  in  their 
wayes ,  before  their  wickednefs  bzrn  as  the  fire ,  and  devours 
them  like  briars  and  thorns ,  I  fa,  9.1 8. 

But  befides  the  loofe  and  grofly  profane there  are 
multitudes  to  be  feenwho  feern  far  more  ferious  ?  and 
better  felfe&ed  with  Gods  Judgements  abroad  in  the 
Land ,  efpecially  they  upon  whom  they  have  fallen  hea  - 

.  D4  '  vily. 


prehenliveof  their  outward  Ioffes,  thantf  the  fins  that 
brought  them  ?  Such  who  would  have  thought  them- 
felves  well  enough  Had  they  but  kept  cheirgoods,  though 
their  finsalfo  had  been  kept  with  them  ?  H,ovv  happy 
would  thefe  men  be  ,  if-  their  fitnefs  for  comfort  was  as 
great  as  their  need  of  it  is?  But  how  fad  a  cafe  is  it  tq 
have  the  world  frown  upon  us,  and  God  frown  too?  to 
be  deprived  of  temporal  enjoyments ,  and  defiitute  of 
Spiritual  biddings  ?  to  have  our  Idolsfnatcht  away,  and 
to  be  unacquainted. with  the  true  and  living  God?  But 
that  I  may  not  feern  to  aggravate  your  grief ,  and  brin<? 
you  nothing  but  fad  tidings,  know,  though  I  cannot  fpeak 
■a  word  of  comfort  to  you  wbiift  you  continue  in  your 
prefect  carnal  ftate ,  yet  would  you  but  make  hafie  out 
of  the  fame,  there  is  great  Mercy  before  you,  and  a  way  '  ■ 
open  for  your  aeceis  to  that  Grace  whence  you  may  re¬ 
ceive  an  abundant  fupply  for  all  your  wants ,  and  true  ' 

?°y  in  the  mid  ft  of  your  troubles.  And  merninks  thi? 
iftould  revive  you,  to  hear  that  your  condition  is  not 
yet  mile r able ,  paft  all  remedy  :  What  though  you 
Should  never  recover  co  your  former  height  and  fulncfs 
in  the  world,  yet  if  your  pride  and  coveroufnefs  be  a- 
bated ,  and  your  hearts  by  Grace  raifed  nearer  to  God, 

Sfl  3  VAnr  _  *  Of ' 
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' %  ro  fet  in  good  earneft  about  this  workof  gaining  heaves 
inftead  of  earth ,  will  be  found  the  quickeft  and  the 
N  :ureft  courfe  to  make  you  fo  rich,  and  to  fee  you  in  fuch  z, 
k  thriving  way,  as  will  not  only  recompence  your  Ioffes* 
'^but  keep  you  from  ever  being  greatly  impoverifht  any 
more.  This  to  the  worldly  wife,  I  know,  will  Teem  very 
Grange,  and  far  from  any  appearance  of  truth :  They 
who  knew  nothing  better  for  man  than  to  be  rich,  and 
live  high  in  the  world  ,  cannot  imagine  which  way  he 
can  make  advantage  of  being  brought  into  a  poor  and 
low  condition  j  and  as  little  can  they  imagine,  what  that 
is  in  all  the  world  which  can  make  amends  for  fuch  mif- 
fortunes,  (as  they  call  them)  except  they  may  be  repaid 
in  kind.  If  by  lofing  an  hundred  they  could  gain  a  thou¬ 
sand  ,  ©r  miffing  one  Trade  could  light  upon  another, 

'  With  quicker  and  better  returns,  they  could  well  enough 
underftand  this  to  be  a  gaining  by  their  Ioffes ;  and  he 
that  could  teach  them  this  notable  art  fhould  be  a  wel¬ 
come  man,  a  Comforter  indeed :  But  if  you  fend  them 
lo  look  after  great  matters  in  another  world,  to  repair 
itheir  damages  in  this ,  and  to  get  their  fouls  enricht, 
when  they  feel  their  bodies  pincht,  this  is  but  cold  com- 
(lore*  dry  and  unfavoury  difeourfe  to  the  poor  worldling, 
whofe  feeling  is  all  his  faith ,  who  feeming  to  himfelf  a 
meer  lump  of  flefh ,  minds  and  relifhes  only  earthly 
things.  And  accordingly  their  behaviour  too  plainly  dif- 
fJcovers  theje  their  unbelieytng  and  carnal  apprehenfions 
and  afFeft ions. For  fince  the  hand  of  God  was  upon  them, 
hath  not  this  been  in  a  manner  all  the  trouble  they  have 
sfelc ,  to  think  what  a  breach  is  made  upon  their  eftates,! 
i?nd  what  fair  hopes  are  blafted  ,  many  likely  projeds 
com  n  to  juft  nothing,  and  the  fruits  of  their  long  la¬ 
bour  and  care  fuddenly  vanilht;  fo  that  they  who  thought 
^ their Nefts well  feathered  (as  they  ufe  tofpeak)  and 
^hemfelves warm  and  fecurelyplac’t  therein,  are  now 
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unroofted,  and  many  of  them  put  to  begin  the  world*-' 
new  ?  And  hath  nor  this  been  the  very  futn  of  all  fuck 
mens  contrivances  and  endeavours ,  how  they  might  fix 
again  to  their  beft  advantage,  and  fooneftgec  up  what 
they  have  loft,  and  moft  fuccefsfully  purfue  their  former 
defigns  of  growing  rich  ?  Refleft  upon  thy  felf,  Reader, 
whether  this  hath  not  been  chy  very  courfe  and  frame,  if 
thou  art  one  whom  the  fire  hath  unfettled. 

If  you  ask  me,  whether  then  I  condemn  your  care  to 
make  provifion for  your  felves  and  families,  and  whe¬ 
ther  l  would  have  you  rather  fir  ftill  and  ftarve ,  than 
look  out  for  needful  and  feafonable  fuppltes?  I  anfwer. 
Though  I  am  far  from  faying  this  ought  not  to  be  done, 
yecl  muft needs  fay,  there  is  fomstbing  which'  ought 
far  lefs  to  be  left  undone,  and  both  may  very  well  ftand 
together.  For  I  hope  your  fouls  are  of  as  much  value 
as  your  bodies,  and  their  happitiefs  ought  to  be  as  dili¬ 
gently  and  fpeedily  lookt  after  ;  Now  methinks  the 
coftly  experience  you  have  had  of  the  vanity  andinftabi- 
lity  of  thefe  outward  things,  flhould  give  you  very  full 
conviiUon  thatyour  happinefsisnocplac’c  in  them,  and 
that  he  is  very  unwife  who  puts  confidence  in  fuch  de¬ 
ceitful  riches  that  make  to  themfelves  veingsy  and  flee  away. 
Shall  not  this  then  put  you  upon  a  careful  fearch,  whether 
there  is  nothing  to  be  found  out  that  is  more  folid,  dura- 
bleJand.fatisfying?And  if  you  follow  on  this  fearch  as  you 
ought,  you  will  conclude  with  Solomon  ,  after  all  his  fol- 
Jicitous  enquiries  after  (Sood,  and  his  clear  difcoveries 
of  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  That  to  fear  God,  and  keif 
his  (flomtn  zndments,  is  the  whole  duty  of  man,  Ecclef.  11.13^ 

And  not  his  duty  only,  but  his  greateft  intereft ,  even  m 
this  life,  but  especially  in  chat  which  is  tocome  ,  which 
feems  coucht  in  the  following  words  of  the  Wife  Man  - 
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ver.  14*  For  God  [ball  bring  every  work^into  judgement,  vu 

every  fecret  thine  ,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  he '  , 

&  Ana 
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i!|  And  if  he  do  To  ,  we  may  be  fare  hee’I  treat  men  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  will,  as  he  hath  promifed,  make  thofe 
\i  that  have  ferved  him  everlaftingly  happy ,  when  the 
lij  wicked  (ball  be  adjudged  to  their  threatned  mifery.  Why 
will  you  not  then  turn  about,  and  charige  your  delires  and 
r  endeavours ,  and  be  as  induftrious  for  holinefs  and  the 
'happinefsthat  ever  attends  it,  as  you  have  been  for  the 
.  world  ,  wherein,  through  your  own  foolifh  forbidden 
"expectations,  and  inordinate  love,  you  have  met  with  fo 
much  vexation  and  diffatisf  action  ?  You  fee  how  it  hath 
'ferved  you  after  you  have  laboured  for  it  fo  long,  and  im- 
'brac’tit  with  fo  much  afifeCtion  and  dearnefs;  its  fled 
H'rom  you  in  a  trice,  and  hath  left  you  defolate.  Why 
therefore  fhould  you  truft  it  any  more ,  to  expofe  your 
felves  at  every  turn  to  the  ill  effedfs  of  its  treachery ; 
which  is  indeed  but  Juftice  to  thole  whofe  hearts  are  firft 
M»!treacheroufly  departed  from  God?  if  you  be  falfe  to 
Maker,  never  expeCf  the  creature  fhould  be  true  to 
quiyou  :  No,  allure  your  felves,  it  will  break  from  you 
;when  you  think  you  have  it  faft,  and  forfake  you  when 
you  need  it  moft ;  and  will  no  more  hearken  to  you,  when 
dit you  call,  and  roar,  and  mourn  after  it ,  than  Bad  did 
di0  his  Worshippers :  Torment  your  felves  never 


fo  much  for  its  abfepce ;  as  they ,  we  read  ,  flafhc 
^ihemfelves  with  Knives  and  Lancers ,  yet  it  wifi 


^either  pictie  nor  regard  you.  And  though  it  fhould  re¬ 
main  with  you  as  long  as  you  live  ,  yet  at  death  it  will 

Jeave  you  vvith  your  heart  broken  at  the  parting ,  and 

!ftvill  afrord  you  no  relief  in  that  hour  of  your  extremitie 

f  .^muca  Ids  in  that  (fate  Whereinto  you  muft  then  depart! 

f^Andwhat  will  you  dill  labour  for  the  wind,  and  fee 
your  heart  upon  that  which  is  not  ?  Surelie  you  have  felt 
enough  to  make  you  more  wane  and  wife;  wherefore 

:f  come  ratner  and  once  make  experiment,  whether  God 

fl w,Ii]  leavf.you  as  the  world  hath  done,  and  is  like  ro  do* 
| whether  hs  promifes  are  no  truer  than  its  flatteries; 
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whether  Grape  be  as  frail  and  petifhing  a  thing  J  as  the 

goods  you  kave  loft  ;  whether  your  hearcs  will  nor  hold 
this  Treafurefafer,  than  your  Chefts  can  do  any  other. 
My  advice  to  you  is  the  fame  with  chat  of  ‘Tads  to  Timo¬ 
thy,  i  Ep.6.  9,io,ii}i2.  That  avoiding  that  refolution 

U  he  rich ,  which  brings  temptations  and  fnares ,  that  love  of 
money,  which  us  the  root  of  all  evil ,  you  would  now  follow  af¬ 
ter  righteoafnefs,  (p  llinefs  ,  faith,  love,  patience,  meeknefs , 
fight  the  good  fight  of  forth,  and  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  And 
if  you  will  be  perfwaded  hereto,  fee  about  the  work 
in  good  earneft,  ply  it  hard,  and  never  give  off  dll  you 
have  made  fomething  of  it.  Remember  you  are  labour¬ 
ing  for  an  Eftace  that  will  never  be  loft;  and  reft  not 
till  you  have  got  thofe  affe&tons  on  God,  and  the  things 
above,  which  you  were  wont  to  lavifh  upon  things  be¬ 
low.  And  when  you  have  done  this,  your  work  is  in  a 
manner  fmifhc :  For  the  way  to  have  God  and  Chrift, 
Grace  and  Glorie  to  be  yours ,  is  to  defire  after,  and 
love  them  more  than  all  things  elfe.  When  once  you 
have  got  your  hearcs  in  heaven  ,  you  have  got  a  treafiire 
ithere :  Whatever  other  duties  are  required  of  you,  will 
fee  found  natural  andeafie ,  when  you  are  but  principled 
with  a  prevailing,  deep-rooted  love  of  heavenlie  things. 
&nd  one  would  think  it  no  hard  thing  to  attain  fuch  holie 
affe&ions,  if  firftyou  will  but  well  and  dulie  confider 
the  worthlefnefs  of  all  things  elfe,  till  you  are  cur’d  of 
your  exceliive  and  unejeferyed  admiration  of  them  ;  and 
then  will  be  as  much  in  meditation  of  the  excellence, 
the  fuitablenefs,  the  fufficiencie  of  thofe  things  that  are 
invifible  and  eternal ;  and  how  great  reafon  you  have, 
and  what  engagements  you  lie  under  co  fix  and  fettle 
your  hearts  upon  them.  Confider  well  what  you  owe  to 
the  giver  and  preferver  of  your  life,  and  all  the  comforts 
of  it  ,  and  how  you  ought  co  ftand  affeited  toward  him 
who  thought  not  his  own  unvaluable  BlQud  too  good  to  | 

fee  iked  for  fuch  Tinners  as  we.  Think,  if  you  have  fuch  ■ 
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%  t thing  within  ybu,  is  an  immortal  Soul ,  whether  thl 
^  health,  and  fafcty,  and  felicity  thereof,  bee  not  of  far 
greater  moment  and  worthy  than  the  profperity  of  the 
body  t  and  whether  an  unexpreffible  futnels  of  aJl  blef- 
fednefs  and  joy  for  ever,  deferve  not  more  efleetn,  than 
any  of  the  fhort  uncertain  advantages  and  delights  which 
this  world  affords  you  ?  Continue  fuch  kiflde  of  con- 
fiderations  asthefe,  till  you  feel  they  have  an  influ¬ 
ence  upon  your  fouls,  to  change  the  bent  and  flream 
of  your  affe&ions  and  inclinations.  And  be  diligent  in 
the  ufe  of  all  other  means  appointed  by  God,  for  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  carrying  on  a  Work  of  grace  in  the  heart  of 
man;  and  above  all,  bee  very  importunate  ftiitors  at 
the  Throne  of  Grace,  that  God  would  beflow  upon 
J'  you  his  holy  fpirit,  which  he  hath  promifed  to  thofe  that 
ask  him;  that  by  the  power  hereof.  Your  mindes  may 
beenlighthed  to  a  right  apprehenfion  of  things ,  and 
11  your  affedfionsftrongly  carried  cut  to  that  which  bcft  de¬ 
serves  them,  that  you  may  be  brought,  with  the  Apoflle, 
5:'''l:'not  fo  much  to  loofiat ,  or  bee  concern’d  for,  thcfe  things 
which  are  feen,  which  are  temporal^  fit  fo t  thoje  which  are  net 
feen ,  which  are  eternal.  And  for  the  future ,  let  this  beg 
your  chiefeft  project ,  howto  gain  heaven,  and  to  this 
refer  all  your  labours  and  cares.  Though  it  bee  not  the 
only ,  yet  if  it  bee  the  principal  trade  you  drive  on,  to 
thrive  and  grow  in  Grace  ,  till  at  length  it  fhall  bee  im¬ 
prov’d  into  fuch  a  flock  of  Glory',  as  will  never  be  fpenc  ;■ 
to  manage  all  your  Talents  to  the  beft  advantage,  as 
may  redound  moft  to  your  Matters  honour ,  and  bring 
you  in  the  richefl  increafc  ;  daily  reaching  forth  mto  thcfe 
things  which  are  before  Jr  effing  toward  the  jnarfi ,  for  the  price 
of  the  high  calling  of  Cjod  inChrjflJefus.Thtist&t  yottr  hearts 
and  faces Zm-ward,  looking  upon  your  paffage  through 
this  lower  World,  only  as  a  journey  to,  and  preparation 
for  the  higher.  And  having  fo  rightly  fixt  your  end  and 
I  your 
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your  work,  taking  your  felves  here  But  for  Pi>rims 

Strangers  then  fet  about  your  worldly  affairs,5  and  tau 

«re  for  the  accommodations  of  life ,  regarding  and  de! 

firing  them  under  this  notion  ,  as  they  are  conveniences 

for  a  Traveller.  And  let  this  true  notion  of  them,  m0. 

derate  and  guide  all  your  defigns  and  undertakings*  Ler 

the  utmoft  of  your  ambition  be  to  maintain  yourfelves 

aRp  ch°fe  chat  depend  upon  you  »  foasyou  may  be  fit- 

,  teft  fto  d?fthe.  iefVIce  God  hath  fet  you  ,  and  walk  on 
comfortably  in  the  way  he  hath  appo’ntedyou.  What. 

ever  you  aim  at  more  ,  let  it  be  purely  and  fincerely  for 
toe  good  of  others,  and  the  honour  of  God.  So  will 
you  tulhl  toe  commands, ,  i  Tim.  5.  8.  Etk.  4.  28.  and 
by  this  means  you  will  mofteafily  efcape  the  temptati¬ 
ons  wmch  rume  choufands,  who  wrong  their  Confciences 
to  encreafe  their  Efhtes ;  for  will  he  fin  againll  God  to 
get  riches,  wno  defires  them  only  that  he  may  there* 
witn  ferve  and  glorifie  God.  Nor  can  I  think  that  here¬ 
by  you  wil  l  have  ever  the  lefs  of  the  World  ,  buc  I  am 
lure  you  will  have  a  great  deal  more  contentment  in 
and  more  fecurity  of  what  you  fhall  have  •  and  when  at 
length  you  come  to  leave  it  ,  you  fhall  neither  defire  or 
need  it,  buc  fhall  bee  fupply'd  with  that  which  isinfi- 
Bicely  better;  when  thole  who  were  bewitcht  into  an 
unreafonabletondnefs  of  their  prefect  enjoyments,  fhall 

at  1  aft  irrecoverably  lofe  both  them  and  their  fouls  toge¬ 
ther. 

Again ,  Methinks ,  your  very  worldly  wifdome  and 
felf-love  may  teach  you,  chat  if  you  have  been,  and  are 
fiill  like  to  be,  fo  great  lofers  by  Gods  difpleafure,  your 
only  way  is  fpeedily  toufe  means  for  the  obtaining  of 
his  favour;  that  fo  you  may  either  fecure  your  temporal 
pofTe-fions ,  or  fomething  of  more  worth  in  their  room  , 
when-everthey  may  bee  taken  from  you.  Believe  it, 
Sirs,  there’s  nothing  of  all  that  which  you  grafpwith  the 
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n  gretteft  clofenefs,  thit  you  can  keep  with  you 
:i'  God  will  or  no:  If  hee  command  it  away  it  will  fcon 
Disobey  his  call.  You  may  think  of  reducing  your  eftates 
to  be  of  that  nature, that  they  fhall  beexpofed  tonoca- 
tfualcies,  but  all  your  art  will  fail  you  Whitt!  God  is  your 
enemy.  What  feolilh  merchants  then, , are  thofe,  who 
make  him  fo  by  their  diftroneft  waies  of  gaining?  Who  will 
be  found  ac  length  to  have  put  the  tncft  notorious  cheat 
upon  themfelves,  purcbating  the  curfe  of  God  with  their 
unjuft  gains,  laying  themfelves  open  to  that  wrath  from 
which  neither  their  wit  cor  their  wealth  can  fecure  them: 
ifor  where  ever  ycu  are,  and  whatever  you  have,  you  are 
'  alwaies  alike  naked  to  his  flroak.  Though  you  fhould 
digdeepas  Hell  to  hide  your  (elves  and  your  rreafure, 
he  can  eafily  fetch  you  thence  and  pluck  you  afunder. 
If  then  you  have  been  fo  f0olifh5  as  by  any  way  of  wick- 
ednefs  what  ever  to  engage  God  againft  you,  does  it  not 
now  concern  you  to  feek  after  and  make  fuit  of  his 
friend-fhip  ?  Without  his  leave  none  of  your  defigns 
ihall  take  effect ,  without  his  bleffmg  nothing  can  truly 
irprofper  that  you  take  in  hand.  Except  the  Lord  hmid  the 
It! faityr  tkf) Meier  in  vain  that  build  it,  Pfal.  127.1.  What 
pjjjfuccefs  they  are  like  to  have  ,  whofe  undertakings  God 
iljWil \  not  favour  ,  the  Builders  of  Balei  can  inform  you : 
buthowmueh  his  blefling  fpeeds  a  work,  you  may  learn 
from  Nehemiah  and  his  fellow-builders,  Neh.6.  To  the 
men  cf  Ephraim  and  Samar  tab,  that  [aid,  in  the  pride  and 
fftoutnefs  of  their  heart  ,  that  the  bricks  were  fallen  dorm  ,  hit 
^  they  would  build  with  henen  ft  ones ,  and  have  Cedars  infiead 
"  ef  Sycamores  ;  God  threatens  to  rdife  up  adverfaries  that 
ffhould  joyn  together  againft  them ,  the  Syrians  before ,  and  the 
*  Philiftines  behinde ,  that  fhculd  devour  Jjrael  with  open  mouth. 

If* •  9*  9j  lo?  &c.  As  perhaps  when  youconfiderthe 
Ruines  of  theCity,you  look  no  higher  than  fecond  cades, 
j  fo  it  s  like  you look  no  higher  for  its  reftauration ,  ver 

little 


little  minding  what  hand  God  had  in  the  one  and  muft 
have  in  the  other,  before  it  be  accompliflit :  And  whil’ft 
you  are  thus  forgetful  of  God  ,  and  rake  not  his  bleflin°> 
along  with  you,  let  your  preparations  be  never  fo  great ; 
and  your  hopes  never  fo  high ,  your  attempts  will  either 
be  blafted  in  the  beginning,  orcurft  in  the  end.  Read 
.your  doom,  Pfal.zS.  5.  Becaufe  they  regard  not  the  works 

of  the  Lord  ,  nor  the  operation  of  his  hands ,  he  Jhall  defiroy 
them  and  net  build  them  up.But  would  you  give  all  diligence 
to  clcanfe  your  hands  and  purifie  your  hearts  from  fin  y 
as  well  as  to  clear  your  ftreets  from  the  rubbiffi,  laying 
the  foundation  in  true  Repentance  and  a  thorow  amend¬ 
ment  of  your  waies  ?  then  might  you  fay  With  NehemUb .  * 
The  God  of  heaven  he  v>  ill  proffer  ns ,  therefore  we  his  Ser- 
vmts  will  arife  and  builds  Neh.2.26.  This  is  the  way,the 
fureft  and  only  way  to  make  a  defolate  City  Pbamix-Iike,  M 
to  rife  out  of  it’s  funeral  Allies  with  a  new  life  ,  and  a  p 
Glory  greater  than  it  had  before  its  fall.  Wherefore'  P 
Letme  ufe  the  words  of Eliphaz, ,  Jobti.  11,-2?.  zAc-  s 


quaint  now  thy  felf  with  God^and  he  at  peace;  thereby  good Ihalt 
come  unto  thee.  If  thou  return  to  the  Almighty  ,  thou  [halt  he 

built  up.  And  when  once  you  have  well  done  this  great 
Work,  When  you  have  got  your  peace  made  with  God  , 
and  have  made  Cure  of  his  efpscial  love,  and  all  the  trier- 


cies  contained  therein  ,  you  may  chearfully  go  about 
your  lawful  employments ,  depending  upon  his  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  fubmicting  your  felves  to  his  will,  who  ne¬ 
ver  is  unmindful  of  thofe  that  do  fo.  | 

And  now  at  length ,  •  to  thofe  that  are  in  this  happy 
cafe,  mydifeourfe  dire&sic  felf ,  even  to  you  that  are 
the  cordial  Lovers  and  faithful  Servants  of  the  great 
God;  fuch  of  you  that  have  born  your  fhare  in  the  cila- 
mities  that  have  lately  befaln  us,  efpecially  that  have 
foffered  much  by  the  fury  of  thofe  flames,  which,  without 
making  any  difference  or  flaewing  any  pity  ,  confum’d 
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all  that  came  before  them  ,  fo  far  asihelr  commiflion 


4  went :  To  you,  my  great  requeft  is ,  that  ydu  would  re- 


'H 


w 


member  your  felves,  raifc  up,  but  yet  calm  your  fpirits  , 


not  harbouring  apy  impatience  inconfifient  with  the  dil» 
tifulncfs  of  Gods  children  ,  nor  giving  wayco  anyde- 
jed'ion,  unbefcemihg  the  dignity  of  that  Relation.  *Tis 
a  pleafanc  work  which  1  would  put  you  upon ,  and  which 
he  who  loves  your  happinefs  hath  by  an  exprefs  command 
made  ydur  duty  ,  even  to  pcjfefs  yodr fouls  in  patience,  and 
1  to  be  chearful  in  the  tjnidll  of  all  your  afflictions.  Who 
then ,  that  hath  caufe  for  it  (and  to  fuch  I  fpeak)  would 
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riot  rather  live  at  eafe ,  and  enjoy  himfelf  in  peace  and 


r  comfort,  than  Vex  and  torture  hisown  foul  by  fretting 
’  an.)  grieving  ?  ; 

51  Before  I  profecute  this  exhortation  ,  let  mee  defirc 
you  not  to  miftake  me,  as  if  I  was  caking  you  off  from  all 
ferious  and  fober  confederation,  for  which  Adverfity  is  fo 
proper  a  feafon;  nor  from  that  moderate  and  profitable 
)i|2j’forrow  which  fhall  flow  from  this  confideration.  No> 
father  I  would  have  you  improve  this  time  for  a  thorow 
i/,4fearch  into  your  own  fouls  ,  wherein  it’s  like  your  Con- 
Hienccs  will  bee  more  than  ordinarily  awakened ,  and 
Will  deal  truly  and  plainly  with  you.  And  whatever  mif- 
uJifcarriagesthefe  impartial rcfleaions  fhall  difcover,  which  . 
before  you  difcern’d  not, or  made  lefs  matter  of, reprefens 
jjthetn  now  as  hainous  and  odious  to  your  felves  as  you  well 
know  how ,  till  you  finde  your  hearts  wrought  to  fuch  & 
meafure  of  godly  forrow,  as  may  ftir  up  in  you  an  unre** 
jConcileable  hatred  of  the  fin ,  and  engage  you  vigo- 
®;;  roufly  to  fee  againft it.  You  may  alfo  make  advantage 
);  of  your  fufferings  to  promote  this  Repentance  ,  whil’ff 
:  they  (hall  help  you  toclearerand  more  fenfible  appre- 
{Pjenfions  of  the  contrariety  of  fin  to  God,  and  ofitsper- 
rWictoufnefstoman,  whereby  you  may  bee  brought  to  a 
;>  finder  enquiry  into  ,  and  a  greater  vvatchfulnefs  over 
/yourwaies,  as  you  would  avoid  the  grieving  of  God* 
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spirit. 
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litit,  the  wounding  of  your  Conferences,  and  the  ftntrt 
of  your  flcfh.  And  even  now  lec  the  remembrance  of 
any  thing  you  have  done  to  difpleafe  a  loving  Father, 
be  matter  of  greater  fhame  and.  grief  than  any  affli&i- 
on  which  you  lie  under :  Though  neither  do  I  go  about 
to  perfwade  you  to  a  Stoical  Apathie ,  an  utter  infenfi- 
blenefs  of  your  outward  Ioffes  and  troubles  ;  whiift  you 
have  bodies, ’tis  not  to  be  expected ,  but  you  fhould  be 
concerned  for  them,  and  feel  fome  kind  of  refentments 
agreeable  to  what  befalls  chem  :  but  yetthefe  motions 
and  paflions  ought  to  be  under  the  Command  of  an 
higher  facultie,  even  fanCrified  Reafon,  whofe  office  it  is 
to  moderate  and  fubdue  them  f©  far  as  her  power  ex- 
tends.  Wherefore  that  which  J  am  advifing  you  to  is 
this,  that  you  would  not  let  the  fenfe  of  your  preffures  fo 
overwhelm  you,  as  to  render  you  unfit  for  any  dutie  you 
owe  to  God,  or  fo  as  may  fpeak  yon  forgetful  of  chofe 
greater  grounds  of  contencednefs  and  joy  which 
Religion  fuggefts,  and  all  fincere  Chriftians  bears 
about  them.  And  that  this  advice  may  take  the 
better  effect ,  I  (hall  particularise  fhew  what  foffif 
of  thofe  grounds  are,  I  mean,  what  reafon  you  have 
quietlie  and  comfortablre  to  entertain  the  (harpeft  Dif- 
penfations  ;  and  the  ferious  confideration  of  thefe,  and 
the  like  reafons,  may  by  Gods  blefling,  prove  an  effectu¬ 
al  means  for  the  attaining  this  frame  of  Spirit ,  they 
being  both  engagements  and  helps  thereto.  It  may  feem 
perhaps  a  needlefs  labour  to  fpend  words  upon  this 
Theme,  which  is  fo  frequentlie  and  largelie  handled  in 
many  excellent  Treatifes  wrote  thereupon  j  upon  which 
account  indeed  I  fhall  be  the  briefer,  though  having  this 
opportunities  fomething  I  was  willing  to  fay  that  might 
fuit  particularly  to  the  prefent  occafion.  It  may  alfo 
appear  unfeafonable  and  fuperfiuous  to  adminifter  com¬ 
fort  at  this  diftance  of  time  from  the  fuffering  :  but  yet 

we  know  the  effects  of  itareflill  prefent,  perhaps  dai- 
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lie  encreafing  •  and  I  wifh  that  the  forrows  of  thofe  who 
feel  them  ,  do  not  artftoerablie  continue  and  encreafe. 
Which  is  that  I  would  prevent,  or  however  do  fomething 
to  confirm  and  fortifie  their  minds  who  are  alreadie  ar¬ 
rived  to  any  meafure  of  peace  and  fettlement ;  that  they 
may  fee  how  reafonab'e  and  becoming  this  their  carri¬ 
age  island  may  now  retain,  and  on  all  other  the  like  Oc- 
cafions,  (hew  forth  tlie  fame. 

i.  And  to  this  purpofe  firft ,  let  me  fuggeft  what  is 
ftioft  ufuallie  infifted  on  by  all  that  fpeak  of  this  Sub- 
je£t ;  namely,  that  you  would  confider  who  is  the  Authof 
( permijjlvely  at  leaflj  of  all  the  troubles  that  have  com'n  upon 
you ,  even  God  himfelf.  And  let  not  the  commonnefs  of 
this  truth  make  it  of  ever  the  lefs  efteem  with  you  ,  but 
father  the  more  it  is  inculcated,  the  deeper  let  it  be  im» 
preft  upon  your  minds.  Why  fhould  it  be  of  lefs  effica- 
cie  now  than  in  Davids  daies,  who  wh:n  he  was  confumU 
by  the  blow  of  Cjods  hand ,  yet  opened  not  his  mouth  becaufe 
he  did  it  ?  Or  in  Eli's  daies,  who  when  he  heard  the 
threatnings denounc'c againfi  his  Familie,  ahfwered,I> 
is  the  Lord ,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good  ?  Or  in  Job's? 
Who  when  he  had  loft  all,  yet  could  cafmlie  fay.  The  Lord 
gayt)  and  toe  Lord  hat o  taken  assay  *,  blffjed  be  the  Name 
of  the  Lord.  How  effe&uallie  then  may  this  allay  .all 
the  difturbances  and  tumults  of  yourbreaft  to  remem¬ 
ber  ,  God  had  an  hand  in  what  hath  befalnyou  ?  and 
dare  your  hearts  rife  againft  the  operations  of  his  hand  ? 
Whether  you  confider  your  felves  more  generaliie  rela¬ 
ted  co  God  as  his  creatures,  or  more  nearlie,  as  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  Covenant  with  him  through  chrift  ,  you  will  find 
your  felves  under  ftrong  and  forcible  obligations  to  this 
duty  of  fubmiffion  upon  many  accounts. 

Is  not  God  your  Maker ,  he  who  gave  you  a  being, 
and  hath  preferved  it  hitherto  ?  Is  he  not  then  the  moft 
proper  and  abfoltttc  owner  both  of  you  and  all  that  you 
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have  ?  And  fhallhe  not  then  do  with  you  what  he  pleafe 
without  your  murmuring  or  contradiaion  ?  We  that  are 
now  walking  upon  this  earth,  who  a  few  dates  fince  were 
nothing  5  that  were  brought  upon  this  Stage  of  life  and 
a6\ion,  by  the  will  and  power  of  a  Being  infiniceiie  a- 
bove  us ,  without  any  contrivance  of  our  own  ;  hid  we 
any  libertic  or  capacitie  of  indenting  with  our  Maker, 
that  we  would  not  come  into  the  world  except  on  certain 
terms,  and  on  condition  of  ftrch  and  fuch  ufage  there? 
The  pot  when  it  is  turning  on  the  wheel ,  might  as  well 
compound  with  the  Potter  of  what  form’,  and  for  what 
ofe  it  ihould  be  made.  Fit  then  it  is  that  we  (beuld  be  at 
his  finding  and  ordering  *  whofe  workmanfhip  we  are  ; 
that  we  Ihould  as  entirelie  render  up  our  lelves  to  his 
will,  as  we  proceeded  from  it;  not  thinking  wee  are 
wrong’d  if  God  difpofeof  us  or  ours  without  asking  out 
confenc,  any  more  than  when  he  made  us.  Can  he  wrong 
us  who  owes  us  nothing  ?  who  may  without  injustice  turn 
us  into  the  Grave,  or  fentenee  us  into  our  Primitive  no* 
rhingnefs  ?  If  he  may  thus  take  away  lifeitfelf  at  his 
pleafurc,  may  he  not  do  the  fame  by  all  the  comforts  of 
it?  That  he  lent  them  for  any  time  was  meevbountie; 
and  is  it  injufiice  to  withdraw  them ,  or  fome  part  of 
them,  when  he  fees  good  ?  As  the  giving  of  life  laics  no 
obligation  upon  him  to  continue  it ,  no  more  doth  his 
bellowing  of  any  outward  mercies.'  If  you  had  once  re¬ 
liev’d  a  man  in  want,  that  does  not  binde  you  to  do  fo 
alwaies:  Or  if  you  had  freelie  lent  your  friend  an  hun¬ 
dred  pcirnd  for  one  year ,  you  are  not  thereby  engag’d 
to  let  him  have  it  for  ten  or  twentie  ,  or  to  give  it  him 
out-righr.  And  do  you  think  to  plead  prefeription  for  a* 
ny  of  thefe  enjoyments  which  were  graciouflic  lent  you 
by  their  ownenfor  fo  long  as  he  fhould  think  fit.  Rather, 
methinks,  you  (hould  difmifs  them  with  thankfulneisfor 

having  had  them  fo  long  ,  and  that  any  thing  is  yec  re- 
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fervM  you.  We  ufe  not  to  account  them  either  boneft  or 

oood-natur’d,  who  are  as  angry  with  their  friends  when 
they  call  for  what  was  lenr,  as  if  they  came  to  rob  them. 
You  cannot  think  fure  ,  that  when  God  put  his  gifts  into 
your  hands,  he  nude  them  fo  abfolutelie  yours ,  that  he 
paft  away  his  own  right  therero ,  or  his  power  to  recall 
them.  God  charges  it  indeed  upon  the  jews,  Hof  2.  8. 
That  they  knew  not  that  he  gave  them  their  corn ,  wine  and  oil , 
and  multiplied  their  fiver  and  gold ;  which  they  manifefted 
by  ferving  idols  therewith,  as  they  are  there  accus’d. 
And  I  wifa  this  wilful  ignorance  was  not  ftill  common 
in  the  world,  and  the  fame  evidence,  given  of  it*  bv 
mens  ferving  their  pride  and  luxurie  with  thofe  good 
.things  which  were  allow’d  co  other  purpofes.  Such ,  I 
confefs,whofe  depend  ance  is  very  little  upon  God  for  a* 
ny  thing  they  expedf  or  need,  who  are  not  wont  to  look 
to  heaven  for  earthlie  things,  (though  for  fafhion  fake 
they  may  ufe  cofay,  Give  m  this  day  our  daily  tread  j  but 
pi ac’t  their  chief  confidence  in  their  own  fubtil  proje^s 
and  undertakings ;  fuch  as  chefe  do  little  apprehend 
how  their  Eftatcs  are  the  Gift  of  God ,  but  regard  them 
rather  as  the  meet  fruits  of  their  own  wit  or  induftry ; 
and  therefore  think  their  proprietie  in  them  fo  abfo- 
^utc,  that  they  are  readieco  accufe  God  himfelf  if  he 
take  them  away  ,  as  if  he  dealt  injuriouflie  with  them. 
But  you  who  believe  that  it  is  in  vain  to  rife  eariie  and 
fit  up  late ,  without  God  give  a  bleffiog  to  your  dili¬ 
gence  ,  and  have  accordingly  had  a  chief  refpe&to  h is 
Providence  in  all  your  waies ,  and  received  all  your 
mercies  as  from  his  hand,'  will  be  far  enough,  1  hope, 
from  fuch  grofs  millakes.  If  you  fhould  fend  your  Son 
or  Servant  as  Fa$or  beyond  Sea,  and  maintain  him  there, 
and  furnifh  him  with  money  for  Trading,  you  would 
claim  a  righc  to  the  encreafe  he  fhould  make  of  your 
Stock ,  and  would  take  it  for  a  forrie  argument ,  if  he 
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fliould  keep  ic  back,  and  tell  you ,  it  had  now  been  fo 
long  in  his  hands,  that  it  was  not  lawful  for  you  to  take  it 
otic.  By  this  Rule  the  Steward  might  detain  his  Lords 
money,  if  poflTeflion  conferr’d  a  right.  And  much  lefs 
reafon  have  you  to  imagine,  that  what  you  may  for 
fome  while  polfefs,  is  thereby  al  ienated  from  him  whofe 
is  the  earth  and  the  fdnefs  thereof,  ’Twas  he  who  made 
that  earth,  and  all  thofe  creatures,  by  the  having  of 
which  men  reckon  themfelves  rich,  and  whilft  they  pafs 
from  the  hands  of  one  to  another,  they  are  neverthelefs 
his ;  and  therefore  are  men  entrufled  with  what  mea- 
futeof  them,  and  for  what  time  he  pleafeth  ,  that  they 
may  improve  them  to  his  glorie ,  and  when  hepleafeth 
he  calls  them  in*  And  thus  in  the  nineth  verfeof  thac 
Chapter  God  threatens  thofe  inconfiderate  ,  unthankful 
ones,  to  ftrip  them  of  thofe  his  mercies  which  they  a- 
bus’d.  Therefore  (faith  he)  will  l  return  a /id  takeaway  my 
torn  in  the  time  thereof ,  and  my  wine  in  the  fe'af  m  thereof , 
and  will  recover  my  wooll  and  my  fiax,given  to  cover  her  na - 
kednefs.  And  fhall  not  God  have  libertie  to  do  what  he 
will  with  his  own?  You  that  are  Tenants  at  will,  if 
your  Landlord  had  warn’d  you  out  of  bis  houfe  ,  would 
have  prepar’d  to  be  gone  without  contending  ?  Or  if  for 
fome  reafons  which  he  might  not  tell  you  of,  he  fliould 
bavepluckt  it  down ,  you  would  fcarce  have  thought 
your  felves  concern’d  to  quarrel  with  him  for  fo  doing? 
lines  ic  was  his  own,  who  could  hinder  him  ?  And  will 
you  not  be  as  fubmiilive  to  God  whillf  he  executes  his 
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righteous  pleafure?  Your  money  ,  goods  and  houfes* 
were  all  his,  more  than  yours  who  own’d  them,  or  rather, 
who  bad  the  keeping  of  them.  Men  indeed  might  not 
violate  the  right  you  had  to  them  ,  buq  in  opposition  to 
God  you  had  none  ;  why  then  might  be  not  burn  them 
up,  ordifpofe  of  them,  as  pleas’d  him  bed?  Even  this 
earth,  which  for-  a  while  he  hath  given  to  the  Sons  of- 
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Men,  to  travel  ovet  it  toEternitie ,  he  will  ere  long 
caft  into  flames ,  without  doing  any  injurie,  X  hope,  to 
the  then  Inhabitants  of  ic though  one  may  perhaps  cry 
out  for  his  houfe  ,  another  for  his  Land,  or  his  Plate  and 
Jewels ;  which  outcries,  be  they  never  fo  loud,  are  like 
to  have  no  more  regard  than  they  have  rcafon  l  And  why 
Hi  ay  not  God  now  deal  with  any  part  of  this  earth,  as 
fhortlie  he  will  with  the  whole?  And  why  may  not  we 
be  as  contented  that  he  flhould?  The  fame  reafon  will 
alfo  hold  for  our  fubmifiion  to  Gods  Providence  ,  when 
he  (hall  remove  our  Relations,  our  health,  life,  liberties, 
or  any  the  like  comfort ,  over  all  which  his  Dominion  is 
ahfbhtte  ,  and  therefore  his  difpofal  ought  to  be  accep- 
i  table.  I  mighc  aifo  farther  (Lew  how  the  wifdome* 
goodnefs,  and  other  Attributes  of  God,  engage  us  to. 
the  fame  dude,  but  I  am  afraid  of  being  tedious,  and 
inay  have  occalion  to  mention  them  hereafter. 

But  befide  chefe  reafons  drawn  from  your  common  re- 
|  lation  to  God  as  your  Creator  and  Soveraign  Lord  ,  you 
that  are  his  peculiar  people,  to  whom  he  is  become  a  re¬ 
conciled  Father  in  his  Son,  may  eafilie  difccrn  many 
farther  engagements  you  lie  under,  patienclie  to  bear  ail 
j  the  allotments  of  his  Providence  ;  but  chieflie  let  me 
'  bring  to  your  remembrance  the  tenour  of  that  Cove¬ 
nant  whereinto  you  were  entred  with  God,  when  you 
|  folemnlie  gave  up  your  felves  to  him ,  and  engaged  to 
(  take  him  for  your  God.  Did  you  herein  capitulate  with 
!  him  for  your  ufage  on  earth  in  any  abfolute  way  ,  that 
!  he  fhould  maintain  you  in  health,  wealth,  and  worldlier, 
profperitie  ?  Did  you  lift  your  felves  into  hisfervice  on* 
lie  on  condition  of  being  paid  fuch  and  fuch  wages ,  and 
living atfuch an ealie delicate  rare?  Surelie  a  ChrUHaa 
at  his  New-Birth  durft  no  more  do  thus,  than  min  at  his 
Creation  was  able  to  doit.  Nay,  did  you  not  engsge  to 
the  quite  comrade,  that  you  would  not  in  any  thing  be 
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your  own  chufers,  but  leave  your  felves  and  all  your’enn-*’ 
comments  to  Gods  difpofing  ?  how  elfe  could  you  rake 
him  for  God,  and  your  God  ?  which,  befide  other  things 
implies  your  acknowledgement  of  that  Authorise  he  hath 
over  min  in  general,  and  your  refolution  for  your  own 
part  to  fubmit  to  it.  And  do  you  not  contradift  this  when 
you  would  be  your  own  Matters,  and  find  fault  with  any 
o£  his  proceedings  ?  For  you  have  not  onlie  bound  your 
fdves  to  a  fincere  endeavour  to  do  what  is  enjoyned  you 
but  alfo  to  be  content  with  whatever  fhall  be  done  with 
you.  All  the  inftances  of  the  Divine  Will,  whether  ex» 
preft  in  his  Commands,  or  in  his  Providences,  you  are 
therefore  toimhrace  and  aequiefee  in.  And  when  you 
covenanted  to  do  thus ,  I  queftion  net  but  you  were  Tq 
polfett  with  the  apprehenfions  of  Gods  Soveraigmie, 
all  fufficiencie,  and  gracious  merciful  nature,  that  you 
believed  you  could  no  better  way  confulc  for  your  fclves 
and  the  fafetie  of  your  affairs,  than  by  putting  all  into 
fits  hands :  And  have  you  any  reafon  to  repent  of  your 
courfe,  and  change  thefe  apprehenlions  ?  May  it  notfiill 
adminifter  full  ground  of  fccuritie  to  confider  thofc 
glorious  Attributes  of  God ,  andthencarnefsof  his  Re* 

lation  to  you  ?  Shall  not  this  even  endear  and  make  weir 

come  what  in  felf  feems  rough  and  harlh  ,  that  it  comes 
from  the  hand  of  a  loving  and  good  God  ?  We  find  how 
our  blefled  Lord  made  ufe  of  this  consideration  ,  The 
Cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me  ,  /hall  /  not  drinle  it  ? 
Shall  Children  take  any  thing  amifs  from  their  tender 
and  indulgent  Parents  ?  Have  they  the  leaft  reafon  to 
fear  that  they  will  contrive  their  mifebief  ?  Earthlie  Pa¬ 
rents  indeed  may  through  their  indiferetion  and  excelfive 
fondnpfs bring  ruine  upon  their  Children,  whiltt  they  are 
ttudying  how  to  do  them  good  ,  or  through  their  weak- 
refs  may  not  be  able  to  keep  it  off  them :  But  how  vain 
and  upreafon able  are  thefe  fears  in  you,  that  have  the  in- 
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ij  finitelie  wife  and  Almightie  God  for  your  Father?  Cam 
iyou  imagine  that  ever  his  Providence  rtiould  do  you 
5 hurt  ?  Certainlie  if  you  harbour  any  fuch  falfe  and  un- 
(fworthie  conceit,  it  proceeds  from  feme  grofs  miftake  of 
j' your  own  intereft,  and  the  nature  of  things.  And  this? 
pleads  me  to  a  fecond  confideration,  which  I  defire  you  no, 
} weigh  feriouflie  and  impartiallie ,  and  not  let  fenfe,  and 
3  carnal  reafon,and  the  common  Opinions  of  an  incon- 
ufiderate  multitude,  fway  with  you  againft  the  greateft  and 
f  mofi  apparent  truth. 

“  t.  ISfamelie,  That  if  we  fpeak  diftin£Uie  and  proper- 

f1  lie,  Tou  have  received  little  or  no  hurt  by  all  thofe  feemingly 
,il!  fad  things  that  have  befallen  you  :  fey  your  fufferings  iri 
*lthemfe!vesyou  are  not  vvorfted ,  nor  are  the  poorer  for 
^  the  Ioffes  that  you  have  fuftained.  Tis  probable,  this 
:ii  may  at  the  firft  fight  feem  a  very  great  Paradox  ,  and  a 
Niflourilhof  B-hetorick,  too  weak  toperfwadeor  fatisfie 
thofe  who  can  fetch  demonftradons  from  their  fight  and 
ill  feeling  to  the  contrarie  :  For  them  that  a  while  fince 
ijilhad  houfes,and  fliops  well  furnifht,  quick  trading ,  good 
|  credit  and  money  at  command,  now  to  have  emptie  pur¬ 
ifies,  little  relpea,  and  perhaps  fcarce  a  place  to  put  the:* 
isliheads  in  :  Is  there  no  hfirt  in  all  this  ?  This  is  hard  to  be 
J apprehended  by  thofe  that,  have  met  with  fuch  a  change.- 
liBut  if,  notvvith (landing  the  ftrangenefs  of  this  Aflertion, 
J I  fhall  evince  it  to  be  undoubtediie  true,  I  hope  you 
‘  will,  laying  afide  all  prejudice,  entertain  and  improve  it 
f;(  according  toitsufefulnefs  and  importance.  Why  feould 
j  it  not  be  as  welcome  tidings  to  you  to  hear,  that  you 
|  have  received  no  damage  (or  none  that’s  ccniiderable)  if 
h  it  prove  true  ,  as  it  would  be  to  hear  how  you  might  re- 
|  cover  what’s  loft ,  in  a  way  that  would  fatisfie  fenfe  it 
j1  felf?  And  if  you  be  once  convinc’t  that  no  hurt  is  done 
j  y°u  by  the  hand  of  God  ;  I  hope  you  will  eafilie  be  per- 
I  fwaded  not  to  complain  of  it:  And  I  muft  confefs ,  ex- 
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cept  you  are  in  fprae  meafure  convinc’cof  this,  I  cannot 
well  fee  what  it  is  fhould  keep  you  from  complaining,  0r 
a  difpofition  to  it.  All  that  is  faid  of  Gods  Dominion  o- 
ver  his  creatures ,  and  his  right  and  power  to  do  with  > 
them  what  hepleafe  ,  may  make  men  undcrftand  that  it 
Is  to  no  purpofe  to  relift  a  will  and  ftrength  fo  much  a* 
bove  their  own ,  but  will  not  be  fufflcient  to  beget  in 
them  an  hearty  fubmiflion  to  it,  nor  will  bring  them  to 
think  well  of  God,  and  take  any  complacencie  in  him 
when-ever  he  (ball  make  them  fmarr,  whilft  they  have  a 
conceit  that  hereby  he  ruines  and  undoes  them:  Nay,  | 
perhaps  it  may  encreafe  both  their  rage  and  torment,  to  ] 
jconfider  how  impoflible  it  is  for  them  to  help  themfelves.  j 
Bucfueh,  as  upon  right  apprehenfions  of  the  true  happi-  | 
nefsof  Man,  fee  pi  a  inlie  that  no  afflictive  Difpenfad-  | 
r  ons  do  prejudice  or  impair  it  >  they  and  they  onlie  will  \ 
be  enabled  to  receive  them  without  quarrelling  and  re¬ 
pining  at  the  Author :  And  that  upon  this  account  you 
may  be  pofl'eft  of  fo  good  a  temper,  (  which  is  that  I  am  j 
now  perfwading  you  to)  it  will  be  needful  to  represent  | 
what  thofc  right  apprehenfions  are  which  are  here  of  fo  !j 
great  neceffttie  and  ufe.  For  when  we  call  to  mind  what  | 
it  is  that  is  the  chief  and  only  good  of  man,  we  fhall  the  I 
better  understand  what  is  hurtful  to  him.  Now  in  one  | 
word,  mans  happinefs  confifts  in  his  conformitie  to  God,  | 
or  in  his  Communion  with  him  ;  (which  feems  the  fame 
ahing,  or  a  neccffarie  confequence  of  it)  that  is  to  fay,  1 
in  his  being  made  as  like  to  God  in  all  imitable  perfe&i-  5 
onsashis  Nature  is  capable  ;  in  framing  all  his  moti¬ 
ons,  and  guiding  his  a&ions  by  chofe  rules  which  God  ; 
hath  preferred  j  and  in  reaching  to  that  knowledge,  love 
and  enjoyment  of  God,  for  which  his  reafonable  facul-  ] 
des  were  given  him,  and  are  fuired.  This  is  the  proper 
formal  happinefs  of  Humane  Nature,  which  is  begun  I 

on  earth,  perfected  and  compleated  in  heaven  :  Here  ic  I 
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dn  the  bud,  and  is  call’d  Grace ;  hereafter  it  is  in  the 
\wer  and  fruit,  and  is  call’d  Glory.  Ifpeak  toChri- 
ans  who  believe  they  have  immortal  Souls ,  tnd  that 
^  is  true  which  Scripture  fpeaks  concerning  them  ,  and 
iterefore  the  fuppofidon  of  your  Faith,  may  well  ex- 
i|fe  mcefrom  any  laborious  proof  of  a  Truth,  fo  fun- 
Omental  to  Religion  ,  andfo  plainiie  revealed  in  Gods 

die  Word,  ...  '  . 

If  God  be  the  moftperfe&  Being  ,  then  torelemble 
m  isourgreateft  Perfediion  :  If  hiswifdome,  power  » 
ad  benignity  be  fuch ,  that  he  created  man  inan  happy 
tee,  fee  him  upon,  and  defign’d  him  for  a  blefled  eiii- 
oiment  and  endj  then  to  comply  with  his  will ,  living 
that  manner  ,  and  to  that  purpofe  for  which  we  were 
eated,  is  our  greateftincereft :  And  if  God  be  the  beft 
'Beings,  then  to  have  our  fouls  fitted  for,  and  rais'd 
the  fruition  of  him,  is  our  higheft  felicity.  From  this 
was  we  feii  by  fin ,  and  to  this  it  is  the  Office  and  de- 
s’n  of  Chrift  the  Redeemer  t  and  the  work  of  his  Spirit, 
recover  and  ireftore  us.  The  intent  of  his  underta¬ 
ng,  was  not  to  purchafe  for  us  riches,  eafe,  or  honours » 
llilt  to  repair  our  decaied  natures,  and  renew  us  after  the 
linage  of  God ,  which  we  had  defac’d ,  and  fo  to  qualifie 
sfor,  and  bring  us  into  his  fer vice  and  favour.  Only 
ids  to  be  confidered  ,  that  whil’ft  man  is  in  this  earthly 
(£;tate,  emploid  in  the  fervice  of  his  maker ,  and  getting 
-ritter  for  the  higher  glory  ,  he  hath  a  body  that  ftands  in 
iced  of  outward  fupports  and  comforts ;  as  food  and 
aiment,  houfe  and  lodging,  and  fuch  like  convenien¬ 
ces  :  but  yet  his  happinefs ,  which  is  that  I  before  men¬ 
tioned,  depends  not  upon  his  continuance  in  this  body » 
aor  upon  its  profperity  whil’ft  he  is  in  it :  Let  what  will 
:befali  the  body,  our  cafe  is  good  whiFft  the  foul  proffers, 
and  is  conftant  and  regular  in  tbofe  duties  that  are  pro¬ 
per  to  the  prefent  ft  ate.  Nay  further ,  riches,  health , 

I,  and: 
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and  til  manner  of  bodily  accommodations, tre  no  farther 
to  be  reckoned  good  for  a  man ,  than  as  chey  help  on  his 
higher  fpiricua!  good,  as  by  them  we  are  fupported  whil’ft 
wee  are  ferving  God ,  and  as  wee  emploie  then?  to 
ShisGlorie,  by  putting  them  to  thofc  feverai  goodufes 
which  he  hath  appointed  us.  By  this  time,  I  hope,  you 
apprehend  what  it  is  I  drive  at,  nametie,  to  manifeft  hois' 
inconfiderablg  your  lofles  are ,  that  you  may  value  them 
accordinglie,.  Y ou  fee  of  what  nature,  and  in  what  rank 


ehofe  things  are  which  you  have  parted  with ,  at  what  a 


great  diftance  they  ftand  from  your  happinefs,  and 
bow  little  reference  they  have  thereto  .:  And  chat  whe¬ 
ther  you  confideryour  happinefs  as  now  begun,  or  as  I 
*j»ou  arc  in  the  way  to  it  hereafter  to  Be  cnjoied.  If  c*  i« 
iVcnherc  on  earth  ,  the  good  man  who  lives  in  the  feajw 
and  love  of  his  Maker ,  bee  the  only  happie  man ,  what 
then  are  you  the  unhappier  for  haying  loft  fome,  yea ,  j 
Cuppofek  were  all  of  ehofe  worldly  things  you  poffeft  ?  ; 
&nd  what  reafon  have  you  to  complain  or  grieve  ?  what,  i 
1  hope,  you  have  loft  nothing  of  God,  nor  the  Graces  of 
IjKs  Spirit,  wherewith  you  were  inrichc ;  nothing  of  your : 
Spiritual  wifdome  and  aflfe&ions,  of  your  faijeh,  and  love,  k 
and  zeal  for  his  Glorie  :  Thefe  Goods,  I  hope,  areun-  • 
burnt.  Icwas  not  furein  the  power  of  the  flames,  as  ^ 
yaging  as  they  were,  to  reach  to  your  fouls,  and  burn  up  f 
eheir  furniture:  Thac  which  was  Gods  building  within  j* 
you  is  not  confurn’d ,  nor  his  image  upon  you  defae’e. 
And  if  your  choifeft  treafiires,  the  having  of  which  can  ; 
t*lone  enrich  you,  be  fav’d  ,  may  you  noc  with  much  cafe  ■ 
let  go  your  lumber,  of  a  far  lefs  value  ?  Are  you  not  ftill  ■ 
as  holie.humMc,  and  heavenlie  as  ever  you  were  ?  And  if 
fo,  I  dare  affirm  it,  you  are  never  the  worfe  for  all  your  l 
Ioffes.  What  a  wretched  creature  elfe  would  you  make  i 
man,  if  his  happinefs  hung  as  loofe  about  him,  ashisj 
riches  and  all  external  things  do  ?  Tms  would  feem  to  ■ 
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nlemiffi  the  Divine  Providence  ,  as  if  he  had  put  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  man,  thenobleftof  all  inferiour  Beings,  into  no 
etter  a  ftatethanof  a  Bruit,-  nay,  vvorfe  by  tar :  For  as 
ij  iis  earthly  enjoiments  are  of  a  much  greater  extent,  fa 
JlVould  he  be  more  obnoxious  to  hurts  and  dangers.  ’Tis 

ieculiat  to  him  to  be  concern’d  ^  i  i  ^  i 

ion,  for  Wives  and  Children,  &c.  and  if  to  bedepriv  4 
jy»f  thefe  would  undo  him,  then  the  waves  ought  fwaliowr 
p  nis  happinefs ,  and  Thieves  rob  him  of  it,  fire,  and 
bany  other  accidents  confume  it.  The  flanderer  might 
lad  it,  ftcknefs  prey  upon  it,  and  the  grave  bufie  it£ 
|nd  which  feems  worfe  than  all  the  reft,  our  lives  would 
‘]|e  a  continual  torment,  upon  apprehenfion  of  the  unccn- 
linrieof  thefe  things,  and  through  the  forethoughts  and 
'“  bars  of  being  fti'ipt  of  them,  when  as  a  Bruit  is  free  from 
’%efe  fears  ,  and  from  moft  of  the  evils  that  occasion 
hljem  s  Moreover,  men  would  hence  bee  drawn  to  think? 
Mat  the  bleffed  God  hath  dealt  enviouflieand  fparinglie 
(Kith  his  creatures  ,  in  that  neither  ail,  nor  the  moft  are 
tOapableof  riling  to  be  happie,if  it  confift  in  wealth, honois 
lid  the  like  :  Wherefore,they  to  whom  they  Were  neve? 
iven,or  from  whom  they  are  at  any  time  taken,  wil  be  cn* 
glin’d  to  hard  and  evil  thoughts  ofGod, whole  Providence 
nus  orders  the  courfe  of  things.  But  bleffed  be  our  heaven* 
,Je  Father,  he  hath  dealt  more  bounteouflie  with  us  thin 
'  b,  and  hath  npt  caft  us  into  any  fuch  neceflitie  of  being 
hiferable,  throiigh  difeontentednefs  with  out  pertiomand 
(,elu£fancie  againft  his  will;  but  hath  made  our  happi- 
jefs  of  that  nature  ,  that  whoever  is  trulie  willing  may 
each  to  it ,  and  none  can  he  depriv'd  of  it  againft  his 
pill;  which  is  a  priviledge  wherein  no  creature  on  earth, 
Vfide  man,  is  a  fharer.  ’Tis  nothing  elfe  but  wicked- 
aefs ,  which  is  alwaies  a  wilful  thing ,  that  can  poffibly 
lure  us.  All  affli&ions  be  they  never  fo  fharp ,  do  bur 
face  our  skin,  not  pierce  oat  fouls?  They  do  but  at  the 
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moft  break  the  Cabinet,  the  Jewel  is  fate  arid  whole  VF 
When  as  the  effe&s  of  fin  are  like  thofe  of  lightning  fc.*  fj 
cret,  but  tiioft  certainly  pernicious ,  melting  the  SWord  * 
Whil’ft  the  Scabbard’s  untoucht,  breaking  che bone,whiift 
the  flelh  is  unchang’d, thus  doth  it  defiroy  the  foulVwhilft 
the  body  feems  to  remain  in  good  plight.  Every  creature 
hath  fome  fuch  perfe&ions  proper  to  its  own  nature 
that  the  having  thereof  caufeth  them  to  be  reputed  good* 
as  being  agreeable  to  their  own  kinde  ,  and  fit  for  that 
life  they  are  defign’d  to.  Thus  the  Horfe  that  hath 
ftrength  or  fwiftnefs ,  fitting  him  for  the  fervice  hee  is 
put  to,  is  a  good  Horfe  ;  and  though  fometimcs  he  may 
be  fet  out  with  a  fine  Saddle*  and  gaudy  Trappings 14  yet, 
he’s  never  the  worfe ,  if  confidered  as  an  Horfe  y  wheiir 
thefe  are  taken  off  him  :  And  no  more  is  a  man  for  the  ^1 
lofs  of  any  external  things  which  belong  to  him ,  fince  it 
isnot  in  thefe  that  hisexcellencie,  as  hee  is  a  man,  con* 
lifts,  nor  was  that  the  end  of  his  Creation,  that  he  might 
enjoy  them.  What,  does  it  add  any  thing  to  his  real 
proper  worth,  to  be  cloath’d  in  gorgeous  and  coftly  array; 
or  to  have  ftore  of  monie  lying  in  his  chefts,orto  live  in  a  , 
brave  houfe,  with  a  deal  of  pomp  and  attendance,  faring 
deliciouflie  everie  day  .,  having  high  titles  and  honours 
confer  d  upon  him  ?  What’s  all  this  to  the  worth  of  the 
man  ?  Thefe  tell  what  he  has, not  what  he  is.  His  clothes, r, 
and  his  houfe,  and  monie  may  bee  good,  whit’ft  hee  him- 
felf  is  Hark  naught.  Such  things  as  thefe  ,  which  are 
here  to  day,  and  gone  tomorrow,  and  are  of  fo  little  rel 
ference  to'him  whil'ft  they  ftay ,  can  they  better  or  ad¬ 
vance  him  ?  without  queftion  they  cannot.  For  fhaif > 
wee  not  finde  thofe  who  abounded  with  them  ,  having 
nothing  elfe  to  commend  them,  term’d  no  better,  in  the-, 
language  of  Scripture,thanDogs  and  Swine, fuch  to  whom: 
the  focietie  and  portion  of  Devils  is  threatned  and  al*> 
Sotted  ?  When  as  holy  men,  though  deftitute  of  ail  thefeij 

or  * . 
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I  broaiieflts,  by  t he  fentehce  of  God  himfelf,  who  Bell 
^ kftows  the  worth  of  his  creatures,  are  ftiled  happy,  ho» 
|nourable,blefled,and  the  only  excellent  ones  upon  earth* 
AadifBolmefs  be  the  peculiar  excellency  of  the  rea- 
f on  able  creature,  then  the  lols  of  this  only  is  his  ruinc ;  as 
vour  horfe  or  any  other  beaft,i$  then  fpoiled  when  he  hath 


loft  his  ability  for  fervice ;  and  as  the  lofs  of  limbs  or  life 
ilj  is  the  dcftruft  ion  of  the  body :  Even  thus  doth  fin,  where 
L  jit  hath  its  full  force  and  operation,  wound  and  murder 
.fee  foul  fo  far  as  it’s  capable  of  dying  :  For  the  death  of 
\he  Soul,  is  its  final  departure  from  God  ,  and  it’s  en- 
?feicie  agtinft  him ,  which  is  far  worfe  than  any  other 
Ideath  or  annihilation  that  can  befall  ic ,  as  wee  may  un- 
derftand  even  by  the  body  it  felf,  for  which  to  draw  out 
a  life  upon  the  wrack  ,  or  in  any  fuch  like  torments ,  is 
worfe  thanto  be  flain out-right ;  and  that  miferable  life 
ciiiithay  moft  properlie  be  call’d  a  lingfing  death,  according 
I, the  faying,  vita  non  eft  vivert  Jed  valere.  But  it  is  no 
Croffes  nor  Ioffes,  nor  any  thing  that  lights  upon  what  is 
{Without  the  foul  that  can  infli&  this  miferie  upon  it;  no¬ 
thing,  I  fay,  but  its  voluntary  declining  from  that  holy 
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flate,  wherein  God  would  have  it  live  ,  to  the  fordid 
t!gbruitifh  waies  of  wickednefs.  May  we  not  fitly  allude 
r|jthe  words  ofChrifi, concerning  that  which  defiles  the  man,, 

■  Markjj.  I  y.  There  is  nothing  from  without  a  man^  that  en- 
$ring  into  him ,  can  defile  him  :  lut  the  things  which  come  out 
,  .of  him  ,  thofe  are  they  which  defile  the  man .  And  moll 

:,<femonftrative  is  the  reafon  there  given  ,  virf.  i  g.  Bs> 
'featsfe  what  he  receives  from  without ,  entreth  net  into  his  heart  $ 
'Hut  into  the  belly i  and  goeth  out  into  the  draught ,  purging  all 
5  peats.  So  neither  can  affli&ion  endamage  the  foul  d 
fince  it  enters  not  into  it ,  but  falls  upon  fome  external 
•  thing,  and  fo  flides  away.  But  thofe  evil  things  which 
li1  come  from  within ,  fuch  as  areinftanc’c  in  verje  21,22, 
f  Evil  thoughts,.  adulteries^  formationsy  murders,  thefts ,  cove- 


oufnefs  y  thefe  dejile  the  man :  And  thefc  are  the  rhino? 
which  deftroy  him  ;  fo;  the  defilement  of  the  foul  is 
deftru&ion.  Take  it.  Sirs,  for  a  moft  uriqueflionable 
truth,  that  to  have  an  exceflive  Jove  for  worldly  things,  is 
much  more  hurcful  than  riot  to  have  the  things  them- 
felves ;  toburninfuch  inordinate  affe&ions  to  them, 
is  worfe  for  you  by  far,  than  to  have  them  all  burnt  up: 
for  this  latter  is  but  like  the  firing  of  fome  poor  Cottages 
and  out-buildings ,  which  in  time  of  war  is  oft  done,  on 
purpofe  for  the  defence  and  fafety  of  tfie  fortified  City, 
when  as  the  former  is  like  a  fire  which  the  Enemy  hath 
kindiedinthe  very  heart  of  the  City  it  fe If. 

Since  then  your  chief  happinefs,  as  you  are  men  and 
Chriftians,  is  plac’c  fo  far  out  of  the  Sphere  and  hurtful 
influence  of  all  external  accidents,  that  the  world  of 
them  can  do  no  more  ro  leflen  or  interrupt  ic ,  how  un- 
reafonable  is  it  to  be  much  dejected  for  but  a  little  grie¬ 
vance  ?  Of  what  a  fordid  fp'rit  is  that  man  who  fhould 
lament  thelofsof  his  dung,  or  fome  forry  trifle,  whilft 
hishoufeiswell  fill’d  with  goods,  and  his  Coffers  with 
money  ?  And  no  more  rcafon  hath  he  to  be  caftdown  for 
having  his  hands  emptied  of  all  his  eartblie  fubftance, 
whofe  heartis  fill’d  with  the  more  fubftanrial  heavenlie 

Treafureof  Grace  and  Goodnefs.  '  F 

*  \ 

Yet  after  all,  1  ana  afraid  ieaft  moft  of  my  Readers 
fhould  take  what  I  have  faid  for  meer  Notions,  not  fit 
to  be  framed  into  Principles,  to  guide  them  in  their  pra- 
&ife,and  in  their  judgements  of  things.  Hardlie  will  men 
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be  perfwaded  that  rickesy  the  Dima  whom  not  any  parti 
cular  Country  onlie  ,  but  the  Whole  world  worfhippeth, 
who  may  number  more  Votaries  and  Martyrs  than  the 
true  God  j  that  thefe  are  of  fo  little  confequence,  and 
fo  little  conducing  to  make  a  man'nappie.  But  yet  I  may 
well  hope  for  better  entertainment  from  you  that  have 
beenenlightned  co  behold  fuch  a  bcautie  and  glorie  in 
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fpiiricual  things,  as  hath  in  fome  good  tmafure  abatdd 
yourefkemot  all  things  elk.  And  the  becter  yet  to 

dear  and  lettler  your  apprehenfions,  I  would  defire  voa 

bu'c  atcendie  to  confider  your  ©vvn  Nature  whetW 
you  bear  net  fomething  about  yon  better  than’fklh  and 
btood  »  and  whether  the  gratifying  and  advancina  of  rhii 
Nobtert  part  be  not  mold  your  ihterefl  .  and  how  Z 
earthlie  things,  which  are  of  a  nature  fo  diftant  from  ir 
can  be  Serviceable  ro  this  end?  Confider  moreover?  whac 
that  is  which  you  muft  live  upon  forever,  and  then  think 
whether  fuch  kind  of  attainments  as  mike  the  nearefi 
approach  thereto,  and  are  the  very  beginning  of  it,  ou°hc 
not  rather  to  be  fill’d  your  happinefs,  than  fuch  as  are' 
quite  of  another  kind ,  and  will  then  be  wholfie  ufe/efs. 
Confider  alfo  what  kind  of  men  they  are  to  whom  ordi- 

r^Vh?J3,rgCtt  ^befe  things  is  allotted;  how 

infidels  Wolaters,  and  the  profaheft  wretches  abound 
therewith ;  ^d  remember  how  little  of  them  Chrift  him- 
felf,  and  his  moft  Noble fi  Followers  enjoyed ;  and  yec 
hearwnatM.n  the  name  of  the  reft  tells  us,  That 
whdft  they  were  as  poor*  they  made  many  rich  ;  whilft 
they  feemed  to  have  nothing,  they  pofiTeft  all  things 

and^whir  w  fk  X  WeVe  che  rich*s  chey  conferred’ 
and  what  were  che  all  things  they  poflefi,  and  fee  whe-  ' 

obktve 'X  if  n°Ci t1  haVe  Furthermore, 

as  they  woalo  be  any  part  of  mans  felicity,  and  how  &! 
tie  regard  it  commands  us  to  have  for  then?  Call  rrv 

r ac  y0UI! v t0  Cr11  thern"  y6ur  felv^  >n  your 
prayus  and  ferious  difeourfe  ,  (h«d<n»s,  trafh ,  bubbles  and 

s;  ini 

rhinolw  Wl  a°j  rowar^s  them  but  as  fueft 

things  deferve*  And  lafily,  take  notice  what  their  °rea, 

f  0  crs  thinkand  fay  of  them  ,  when  they  have  had 
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the  beft  they  could  get ,  *and  are  about  to  leave  them. 
Lay  but  all  thefe  confiderations  together,  which  for  bre- 
vitie  fake  I  only  mention ,  and  argue^  thence  how  little 
of  true  happinefs  confifts  in  the  having  of  them,  and 
how  little  hurt  is  done,  and  therefore  how  little  caufe  of 

mourning  given  by  their  removal. 

And  let  me  farther  add,  as  very  Notions  as  thefe  may 
fcem,  whoever  he  be  that  is  not  fo  thorowlie  perfwaded 
of  their  truth  as  to  frame  his  apprehenfions,  and  regulate 
his  affe&ions  conformable  thereto ,  is  never  ordinarilie 
like  to  live  any  other  than  an  unquiet,  difeontented,  and 
therefore  miferable  life  ,  be  it  little  or  much  that  he  j 
hath.  Tis  a  moft  true  faying  of  an  excellent  Heathen 
Moralift,  thatthereare  pumfhments,  as  it  were  ,  by  an 
irreversible  Law,  appointed  for  thofe,  who  in  a  contra¬ 
diction  to  the  Divine  Order  and  eftablifhment  of  things, 

conceive  too  great  an  Opinion  and  love  for  any  worldly 

matters,  which  punishments  arife  out  of  the  very  bowels  : 
of  their  vicious  affections-;  For  fuch(iVuh  he)  (hall  be  en¬ 
vious,  covetous  flatterers ;  they  Shall  be  call  intoinward 
difturbances ,  and  break  out  into  womanish  lamentati¬ 
ons*  And  was  it  needful ,  I  might  Shew  by  many  inftan- 
ces  out  of  fotne  of  the  moft  rational  and  fober  Hea-  , 
thens,  that  they  by  the  very  light  of  Nature  and  ftrength 
of  reafon,  difeovered  as  much  as  I  have  afferted ,  that  | 
Humane  Felicity  depends  not  upon  things  external : 
Though  I  confefs  few  of  them  ( fo  far  as  I  can  learn  ) 
could  tell  much  of  our  future  perfect  happinefs ,  and 
therefore  wanted  fufficienc  Motives  to  recommend  a 
contempt  of  the  world ,  and  the  like  difficult  duties  to 
their  hearers :  This  they  left  for  Chriflianity  to  do,  which 
hath  fully  done  it ,  revealing  to  us  a  ftate  of  Eternal  j 
Blifs  purchaft  by  Jefus  Chrift  for  all  his  faithful  fervants ;  j 
whence  I  may  afterward -particularly  fetch  ground  of 
comfort.'  •  . 
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But  you  may  remember  I  told  you  ,  that  if  you  cori- 
fidered  your  felves  as  in  the  way  to  this  glory ,  your  af¬ 
fairs  are  in  never  the  worfe  poliure  j  taking  yourprefenc 
happinefs  to  confift  in  working  out  your  faivation,  in 
getting  meet  for,  and  making  Cure  of  the  Heavenly  In¬ 
heritance  (as  indeed  it  does)  it's  no  whit  prejudiced  6y 
the  troubles  you  have  undergone.  And  this  plainly  ap¬ 
pears  from  what  hath  been  fat'd  before :  If  you  halre  loft 
nothing  of  your  Grace,  you  are  never  the  farther  from 
Glovie:  If  that  be  but  fecure,  as  fmail  a  flock  as  you 
hsveleftyou  of  othergoods,  you  may  drive  on  as  quick 
a  Trade  for  Heaven  as  ever.  You  have  loft  nothing  of  all 
that  whereby  you  might  purchafe  the  favour  of  God ,  or 
an  entrance  jnto  the  Kingdoms  he  hath prepared :  for  it  was 
|  not  for  the  rich,  and  honourable,  and  profperous  ,  (as 
fuch)  but  for  thofe  that  love  him  that  be  hath  Prepared  it. 
Y^e  read,  Tfa.i^j,  10., That  God  delights  not  in  the 
jtrengih  of  mi  kerfe ,  nor  takes  pleafure  in  the  legs  of  a  mam 

No  more  doth  he  in  any  other  external  aecoroplifhment* 
he  regards  you  never  the  more  for  your  wit  or  beauty * 
your  wealth  or  dignity  ;  but  Ver.  1 1  .He  takes  pleafure  'in 
them  that  fear  him^  in  thofe  that  hope  in  his  mercy.  You  may 
ftill  come  as  freely  and  boldly  to  him  as  ever  9  and  may 
find  as  hearty  welcome'.  Some  that  once  feem’d  your 
friends,  perhaps  may  now  grow  ftrange  ,  and  make  *fhie 
of  you  for  fear  you  fhould  trouble  them;  but  be  of 
good  cheat,  your  God  will  not  deal  with  you  thus,  whom 
he  loves ,  he  >oves  to  the  end.  He  that  chofe  you  ,  hot  be« 

caufe  you  were  rich  ,  will  not  rejeft  you  for  being  poor. 

The  Lord  01  Glory ,  your  dear  Saviour  and  Husband, 

will  not  repent  nor  be  a fh a med  of  your  Alliance,  for  a- 

y  mcanneis  that  you  may  be  reduc’c  to;  he  judges  nor 
as  man  does  j  nay,  Ys  the  mean  and  defpifed  ones  of 

the  world  for  whom  ordinarily  he‘  hath  the  moft  tender 

regard  j  Not  many  M ightyi  not  manyNohU  are  called  y  but 

he 
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he  hath  chofethe  poor  of  this  world  rich  in  faith)  heirs  of  the 
Kingdom.  Neither  Grace  nor  Glory  are  fet  to  fale  for 

fuch  things  as  the  poor  cannot  bring  as  well  as  the  rich. 

The  Romiffi  Ufurper,  with  his  gaping  Officers ,  may  do 
it, but Chrift never  will,  nor  hath  he  warranted  them 
thereto, or promifed  to ftand  to  their  bargains:  He  in¬ 
vites  all  without  money  or  price  to  fetch  his  milk  and 
wine.  You  know  what  a  terrible  rebuke  Simon  Magus 
had  for  thinking  the  gift  of  God  mighebe  purchafed  with 
money :  It  was  fome thing  more  precious  than  (fiver  and 
gold  that  purchaft  the  incorruptible  and  never-fading  in¬ 
heritance  ;  be  fure  then  a  part  in  it  is  not  to  be  bought 
with  any  fuch  bafe  things.  A  willing,  thankful  accept 
tanceof  it,  as  the  greatefbbleffing  that  can  be  beftow’d, 
is  the  great  condition  on  your  part  required }  this  is  your 
felling  all  for  that  Tearl  of  Trice  :  And  ’tis  long  of  fotne- 
thing  worfe  than  poverty ,if  any  man  have  not  this.Need 
I  bid  you  remember  that  your  money  is  no  currant  Coin 
in  the  other  world,  nor  would  beileadyou  any  thing 
there.  The  Judicature  ere&ed  in  the  Heavens  admits 
neither  of  bribes  nor  fees.  Get  a  good  Caufe  and  you 
are  well  enough,  but  without  that  all  the  Gold  in  the  In¬ 
dies  can  neither  pur  chafe  a  Pardon, nor  a  Reprieve;  there 
will  then  be  no  diftin&ion  betwixt  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
the  Honourable  and  the  mean  ;  all  the  difference  that  is 
made  will  be  betwixt  the  godly  and  the  ungodly,  who 
(hall  accordingly  be  difpofed  to  the  right  hand  or  the 
left,  to  bleffednefs  or  woe.  And  if  all  this  be  fo  (as  there 
is  nothing  more  certain  )  how  little  reafon  have  you  to 
judge  yourfelvesin  a  worfe  (late  than  formerly,  or  to 
grieve  as  if  you  were  fo?  What,  Sirs,  is  this  nothing  in 
your  efteem ,  that  you  may  have  accefs  to  God  as  readi¬ 
ly,  and  bear  from  him  as  frequently,  and  convcrfe  with 
him  as  intimately  and  lovingly  as  ever  you  did,  and  have 
the  fame  liberty  for  iranfadting  with  him  the  great  af- 


fairs  of  your  Immortal  Souls  ?  Is  this  nothing,  did  I  fay 
nay,  is  not  this  in  a  manner  all  ?  Does  not  this  priviledge 
which  is  yet  continued,  contain  in  it  all  others  that  area- 
ny  whit  considerable?  In  that  you  may  ftill  purfue  the 
great  bufinefs  of  your  lives  as  advantageou fly  as  ever, and 
carry  on  all  your  defigns  upon  the  Cadettial  Kingdome 
With  as  good  fuccefs.  If  indeed  you  had  been  lent  into 
the  world  to  gather  wealth,  and  leave  it  to  your  Chil¬ 
dren  ;  that  you  mighc  raife  great  families  which  fhould 
flourish  when  you  were  dead  and  gone,  you  had  now 
been  fadly  call  back ,  and  little  better  than  quite  broke  ; 
and  ’tis  no  wonder  if  they  take  themfelves  to  be  fo  who 
made  this  their  chief  end.  But  if  your  bufmefs  here  be, 
to  glorifie  and  pleafe  him  that  created  and  redeemed 
you,  by  an  holy  fruitful  converfation ,  and  to  get  your 
fouls  prepar’d  for  an  higher  blifs,  (which  I  hope  you  que- 
ftion  not  buc  it  is)  then,  I  fay,  you  may  follow  it  on  with 
as  much  courage,  and  to  as  good  purpofe,  as  ever  former¬ 
ly  you  did,  without  check  or  hindrance  by  this  or  any  the 
like  difafter*  Now  what  a  ridiculous  thing  would  it  be 
accounted,  for  a  General  to  be  daunted  for  thelofs  of  a 
few  ftragling  Souldiers,  whilft  the  Main  Body  of  his  Ar¬ 
my,  and  ail  things  neceffary  to  carry  on  the  War ,  are 
ftill  fecure  ?  Or  for  a  Marriner  to  Hand  weeping  for  ha¬ 
ving  his  Ship  fomewhac  weather-beaten  and  defac’t ,  as 
to  its  painting  and  finenefs,  whilft  it’s  ftill  as  fufficienc 
and  well- fitted  for  his  Voyage  as  before  ?  Or  for  a  rich 
Merchant  to  lament  fo.me  fuch  trivial  lofs  as  is  fcarce 
ftiift  out  of  his  ftock ,  nor  is  any  hindrance  to  his  great 
Trading  ?  Why  then  ftiould  the  fincere  Chriftian  be  fo 
deeplyaffe&ed  with  thofe  occurrences  which  need  be  no 
let  to  him  in  his  journey  ,  and  which  leave  him  never  the 
Tels'capable  of  mannaginghis  chiefeft  Trade  for  invifi- 
ble  durable  riches  >  So  chac,  I  hope,  I  have  clear’d  the 
truth  of  my  Portion,  paft  all  denial  or  doubting  and 
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have  made  it  to  appear,  that  you  have  receiv’d  no  conk 
derable  difadvantagc  by  any  effiedts  of  the  Fire;  and 
therefore  it  is  a  very  reasonable  exhortation  ,  that  your 
forrovv  ftiould  bear  proportion  to  the  ground  of  ic ,  and 
notbeexceffive,  when  you  havenocaufe,  ncrcanfhew 
any  reafon,  why  it  fhould  be  fo» 

But  it’s  probable  there  may  arife  feme  fuch  Obje&ions 
in  your  breaft,  as  may  fomewhat  delay  your  firmer  aflent 
to  what  is  faid  ;  two  or  three  of  which  I  fhall  mention , 
and  endeavour  to  take  out  of  your  way ,  and  fo  hafien  to 
■  the  next. 

Obj.  i.  Some  may thinkvvith  themfeives,  Jfthislee 

indeed  fo ,  that  the  iofs  of  an  efiate  is  a  matter  of  fo  fmall  im¬ 
portance,  how  c  ernes  it  to  pafs  then  ,  that  men  hear  it  fe  hea¬ 
vily  ?  Surely  all  are  not  Children  and  Fools ,  to  mourn  hr  the 
lofngof  Pins  or  Counters^  wherefore ,  how  can  we  hut  thinly 
the  things  they  hfe  of  more  worth  than  fo ,  except  we  will  ac- 
cufe  the  generality  of  men  of  ext  ream  Child. Jhnejfe  and  Fol¬ 
ly?  .  .  jfc 


if  this  flick  any  thing  with  you,  for  your  fatisfa&ion, 

1  would  in  one  word  advife  you  ,  foberly  toconfider  all 
that  hath  been  faid ,  toevincehcw  very  little,  orjufino- 
thingj  a  great  edate  contributes  rq  the  happinefs  of  man ; 
and  if  you  can  indeed  make  it  out  to  your  own  impartial 
thoughts,  that  this  afiertion  is  falfe,  and  the  arguments 
brought  to  prove  it  fallacious,  and  can  nnnifeft  the  con-  j 
trary  by  firenger  reafons ,  you  fhall  have  my  free  con-  ! 
fenc  to  rejeft  ic :  But  if  you  are  not  able  to  do  thus,  nor  \ 
can  rationally  contradict  the  former  difeourfe  ,  judge  j 
yourfelves,  whether  the  example  even  of  the  moil,  1 
of  the  greaceft ,  or  of  thofe  whom  the  world  counts 
the  wifeffi  ought  to  weaken  your  affent  ro  a  plain,  unde¬ 
niable  truth.  I  affirm  nothing  but  what  the  Word  of 
God  himfelf,  the  Profeffions  of  all  Chriflians,  the  drift¬ 
ed  Reafon,  and  the  VVritings  of  wifefi  Heathens  will  ve¬ 


ry 
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r-y  well  warrant,  and  the  convi&ions  of  almoft  all ,  one 
time or-oeher,  yield  a  iuflfrage  to:  Whac  then  have  we 
to  do  with  the  examples  of  frail  men,  under  the  power 
of  their  patlions  ,  how  many  ioever  they  be  ?  May  I  not 
with  as  much  reafon  demand  ,  If  it  be  true  what  Solomon 
faies  of  the  vanity  of  ail  the  worldlings  Idols ;  and  whac 
David  faies ,  t  h  at  men  dif  juiee  themf elves  in  vain ,  whil’ft 
they  are  heaping  up  riches ;  and  what  a  greater  than  either, 
even  our  Lord  himfelf,  tells  us,  That  our  life  conffts  not 
in  the  abundance  of  thofe  things  which  we  pojfefs ;  how  then 

I  it  comes  to  pafs,  thac  the  moll  are  fo  eager  and  infatiable 
in  their  defires  after  them,  foconftanc  and  unwearied 
in  their  labours  to  attain  them?  Is  this  becaufe  God  and 
good  men  fpeak  worfe  of  the  world  than  it  deferves  ?  Or 
becaufe  the  mod  are  carelefs  and  inconsiderate  ,  and 
think  better  of  it  than  it  is,  purfuing  the  common  courfe, 
without  examining  the  reafon  ,  or  forefeeing  the  end  of 
1  it  ?  and  loin  a  blinde  zeal,  making  that  ch.eir  Idol  which 
they  fee  fo  many  adore ;  they  follow  it  with  the  fame 
care  and  love,  as  if  it  was  indeed  their  God  and  happi- 
nefs :  which  I  know  you’l  grant  to  bee  a  very  grofs  mi- 
;  flake ;  And  yet,  as  bad  as  it  is  ,  from  this  very  fame  mi- 
flake  ,  proceeds  that  unfeemly  and  excefiive  farrow, 
which  you  behold  in  thofe  from  whom  the  things  of  the 
world  are  withdrawn.  Whil'd  they  kept  them,  they  let 
out  their  hearts  upon  >  and  rejoyc’t  in  them  ,  and  even 
bled  the.mfelves  in  their  enjoyment  of  them  ,  as  if  they 
would  abide  with  them,  and  make  them  happy  for  ever  s 
How  then  can  it  ©therwife  bee ,  but  that  when  they  are 
remov’d,  they  fhould  wring  their  hands  and  tear  "their 
hearts  with  grief,  as  being  depriv’d  of  that  in  the  frui¬ 
tion,  whereof  they  took  all  the  fatisfa&ion  and  joy  they 
had  ,  and  from  which  they  had  expectations  of  fome- 
thing  better  than  ever  yet  they  had  found  ?  Who,  that  is 
ofthefe  carnal  principles ,  canpolflbly  bear  up  under 
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'  .  .  ( &> )  : 
flic  interruption  of  this  comfort ,  the  fruftration  of  thefe 
hopes  ?  Yet  this  weak  carriage  of  theirs,  tells  us  cot 
what  the  worth  of  the  world  was  ,  but  whatkinde  of 
Ulie  apprehenfions  they  had  of  it ,  and  how  great  ade- 
pendanse  they  had  upon  ir.  Though  it  bee  but  an  idol 
that's  carried  away,  yet  if  Micah  have  taken  it  for  his 
pod,  what  wonder  if  he  follow  after  the  men  who  fpoil 
hicn  of  it,  wiiha  deal  of  Jamentacion  andnoife,  from 
which  he  would  never  ceafe,  but  that  he  perceives  they  are 
tooftrmg  fur  k'w>  Judge  i 8,24,  2 6.  Even  thefe  are  fome 
of  zhote J  or  rows  with  which  ,  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  they  that 
fovet  after  pjoney^dn  pierce  themfelves  thorough. 

But  perhaps  you’I  tell  me,  that  not  only  the  covetous 
who  arc  Idolaters,  but  even  good  men  themfelves  feem 
very  unable  to  bear  the  loting  or  leflening  of  their  eftates, 
and  are  more  concern’d  for  them ,  than  if  they  were  of 
no  greater  value  than  I  fpeakof,  and  therefore  hence 
you  conclude,  that  it’s  warrantable,  or  however  una¬ 
voidable,  to  have  a  deeper  fenfe  of  their  departure3than 
J  feem  to  allow. 

To  which  I  anfwer ,  ■ 

(  1  )  It  is  not  the  example  of  men,  what  ever  they  be, 
but  the  Word  of  God ,  that  mud  bee  your  dire&ion  and 
rule  to  guide  you  in  all  your  apprehenfions  and  behavi¬ 
our  :  And  you  knpvv  well  enough  vvhat  this  tells  yon  of 
the  World,  and  how  you  ougheto  (land  affirmed  to  it, 
whether  it  fmile  or  frown;  that  you  fhouidnot,  when 
riches  encreaje ,  fet  your  hearts  upon  them  ,  leal!  when  they 
wade,  your  comfort  fhould  do  fo  too.  And 

(2  )  since  you  infill  on  example  ,  how  many  inftan- 
doth  Scripture  afford  of  good  men ,  who  arriv’d  to 
Inch  a  confi^ncie  of  minde ,  and  indifference  to  all 
VVofldly  concerns,  that  no  varietie  of  eftate  ,  nocroffes 
therein  could  fhake  or  much  difiurb  them  ?  David  when 
^ P  ^  f j t  tv 0 r i'e  conchtton ,  in  all  appearance  ,  loan  y°u 
.  ;  -  .  '  are 
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ice  reduc*t  to  J  "even  when  Ziklag ,  the  City  where _ 

dwelt,  was  burnt5  his  Goods  and  his  Wives  taken  by  the 
Enemy;  and  more  than  all  this ,  the  people  fpake  of 
t  >  stoning  him,  y,et  when  he  was  thus  greatly  difir  ejfed ,  he 
encouraged  himfelf  in  the  Lord  hu  God .  So  Job  when  he 

was  not  only  depriv’d  of  his  poffefiions,  but  his  Chil- 
drencoo  ;  yet  from  a  confideration ,  that  the  fame  God 
who  had  taken  away ,  firftgave  him  all ,  and  that  hee 
muft  return  naked  to  the  Grave  ,  as  he  came  out  of  the 
^  W omb,  calmlie  concludes  with  BleJJed  be  the  name  of  the 
'  Lord..  And  if  hee  afterwards  difcovered  any  touch  of 
^'impatience ,  it  was  when  many  other  affliftions  befides 
povertie  Jay  hard  upon  him ,  and  embittered  his  fpi- 
%r,c*  Docs  not  ‘Paul  alfo  tell  us ,  that  hee  had  learnt  to 
M  M  t0  ab°md->  and  in  rehat  ever  {hate  he  veafythere- 

H{vith  to  be  content  ?  And  that  wee  might  not  only  admire 
^this  excellent  framein  him',  but  rife  up  to  it  ourfelves; 

;  Jhe  tells  us  how  he  came  by  it ,  through  Chrifi  firengthnin g 
mimy  tt  was,  that  he  could  do  all  thefe  things.  Others  we 
read  of,  that  took  joyfully  the  [foiling  of  their  Goods^count- 
i  all  things  but  drofsand  dung  fo  they  might  win  Chrift. 
l|And  Church  Hiftory  makes  mention  of  multitudes  of 
^gallant Spirits,  both  in  the  Primitive  and  latter  times 
Ithat  manifefled  the  fame  low  efleem  of  the  World.  And 
si'isif  they  could  take  it  joyfully *  to  have  their. Goods  fpoil’d 
ij  for  Gods  take  may  not  you  take  it  patiently  to  have  them 
iJpoU  d  by  his  h*nd?For  may  not  their  examples, who  were 
ir°  fanlou?  for  their  holme fs  and  wifdome ,  beft  inform 

Ihh  n  VilU'  'Kw°rld  is>  3nd  evince  you  ,  ,h« 

fW<r  anQ  .lndlf!ere0Cy  ofminde,  which  I  am 

f  0U,/S  n° Imp f'bh  thinS*  La%>  Gtant- 
.  o  y  u  fee  fome ,  who  may  yet  bee  good  men 

•fprthema.n,  that  by  their  carriage  contradia ’thefe  ex- 

lut  a  deV£  nf  n°C  ?ker  Ilbercy  t0  fay  5  thac  this  is 
r*  ^  ‘  lhetraOodnefs3  and  therefore  no  way  fit 
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for  your  imitation.  If  David  himfelf  begin  to  have 
hard  thoughtsof  God,  as  if  he  had  forgotten  him,  he  will 
quickly  correct  himfelf ,  and  acknowledge,  This  was  hit 
Infirmity ,  Pfal,  77.  1  o.  The  plain  truth  is ,  the  beft  are 
tooproneto  be  influenc’t  upon ,  by  the  common courfe 
of  the  multitude  about  them  ,  and  being  but  a  few ,  can 
hardly  bear  up  againft  the  mighty  ftream  of  popular  opi¬ 
nions,  and  corrupt  pra&ices  that  flow  from  them  $  but 
are  ready  to  be  born  down,  as  men  that  are  overpower’d 
by  a  far  greater  number  of  contrary  voices.  So  that 
partly  from  examples  without,  and  partly  from  the  ftrong 
inclinations  of  a  carnal  principle  within,  not  wholly  fub- 
dued,  many  even  of  the  better  fort,  vtalklihe  men,  toufe 
the  Apoftles  phrafe  ,  and  haftily  take  up  fome  of  thofe 
rules  whereby  the  common  fort  are  guided,  without  that 
£lri&  examination  which  in  fuch  matters  is  requifite.  And 
therefore  having  too  much  the  fame  conceits  of  riches , 
cafe  ,  and  reputation  in  the  world ,  that  their  carnal 
Neighbours  have,  when  they  meet  with  any  crofsin  thefe 
things,  they  (hew  their  weaknefs  in  grieving  much-what 
as  others  do.  Though, blclfed  be  God,thefe  very  times, as 
bad  as  they  are,  yeild  us,  I  hope,  many  inftances  of  fuch 
who  are  arriv’d  to  a  more  exalted  and  Cfariftian-like 
Spirit.  But  what  if  there  were  fewer ,  yea,  none  fuch , 
what  ground  h*ve  you  to  plead  againft  your  duty  ?  whil’ft 
you  are  perfwaded  to  nothing  but  what  is  poflible,  what 
is  reafonable  and  highly  advantageous,  as  I  may  ftaewa- 
mn.  Wherefore  labour  with  all  your  might ,  to  clear 
your  felves  of  all  thofe  falfe  opinions ,  which  your  long 
and  daily  converfe  with  a  multitude  of  ignorant,  world¬ 
ly  men  may  have  poffeft  you  with  ,  and  too  deeply  root¬ 
ed  you  in.  Efpecially  beware  of  efteeming  Good  and 
Evil ,  according  to  their  reckoning  :  for  miftakeshere 
will  produce  a  world  of  inconveniencies,  and  unavoida¬ 
bly  caft  you  inco  great  perplexities  and  diforders,  If 
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pleafeth  the  flefli ,  and  that  t©  be  Evil ,  which  makes  it 
J!  fmart ,  or  any  way  croffetb  its  intereft  ( which  is  the 
\!  Hgemcnt  of  the  moft  )  it  s  next  to  impoifiblc  that  you 
\  (hould  pafs  your  lives  with  any  true  peace  and  quiet. 
And  truly,  they  that  will  be  foolish  and  miferable ,  be- 
caufe  they  lee  the  moft  are  fo,  as  they  are  very  little  ca- 
pable  or  Counfel,  fo  they  do  as  little  deferve  pitty* 

%  Objedf.  3.  But  again  fome  may  lay,  That  they  are  now 
ft  due  t  to  fitch  ft  mitt ,  that  of  neceftity  they  waft  follow  the  if 
Calling.'  more  cl  oft ely  than  they  were  wont ,  and  fo  have  not  the 
4 fame  le  ft  “refer  the  Service  of  God  ,  nor  are  fo  eatable  of  do- 
works  of  charity  as  formerly ,  and  therefore  they  cannot  but 
bethink  themj elves  in  a  much  werfe  condition  by  this  Calamity  ? 

y  To  which  I  anfwer,  Your  greaceft  bufinefs  and  inter- 
:«eft  ,  .  is  to  comport  with  the  Providence  of  God  ,  in  that 
atettate  and  condition  wherein  hee  fees  fit  to  place  you  , 
:«and  to  perform  the  duty  proper  to  that  eftate.  And 

. therefore  as  to  your  necelfity  of  diligent  labour ,  you 

need  not  be  gnev  d  at  it :  For  y 

L  (  i  )  So  far  as  God  hath  made  it  neceffary  ,  and  fo 
far  as  you  are  taken  tip  therewith,  to  that  end.  and  in  that 

A  M  M  B1-  !  >  I  I  V  «  t  * 
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which  hee  hath  appointed ,  even  ihefe  your 
Jtabours  (hall  bee  an  acceptable  Service  to  him. 


ll'l 


Nor 


(  2  )  Ootfa  he  require  of  yon  any  fut*  Attendance  up- 
on  the  duties  of  Religion,  as  is  ordinarily  inconfiftenc 

fcith  your  lawful  and  neceffary  callings.  It  is  no  more 
J:  the  ciuty  of  a  poor  man  to  fpend  fo  much  time  in  hear- 

X rea  °r  praying ,  as  would  hinder  him  for  pro- 
#jvidingfpr  his  Family,  than  it  is  of' a  Tick  man  to  bee  fo 
.  much  exercifed  therein,  as  would  endanger  his  life. 

1®.  -(  3  )  May  not  the  diligence  you  are  put  upon  in  vour 
Employments,  prove  an  advantage  to  you ,  in  fecurin® 
■jou  from  idlenefs,  and  the  temptations  and  mifehiefs  that 

are  begotten  by  It?  .  (4)  How- 


Sr.; 
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4.  However  you  are  not  hereby  difabled  for  the  great- 

eft  and  moft  fubftantial  vital  duties  of  Religion :  Though 
you  (hould  not  have  lime  to  hear  or  read  fo  much  as 
formerly,  yet,  I  hope,  you  may  iove  God  and  your  Bro¬ 
ther  as  much  as  ever ;  and  be  as  much  in  the  exercife  of 
faith,  patience,  humility,  and  all  ocher  graces  of  the  Spi- 
lit ;  and  in  thefe  it  is,  the  Life  of  Religion  moft  of  all 
lies.  1 

Andlaftly,  fee  that  you  do  but  keep  up  your  hearts 
and  affe&ions  for  external  duties ,  and  you  will  find  your 
jfelves  not  fo  ftraicned  of  time,  be  your  imployments  j 
what  they  will  j  but  you  will  have  leifure  for  the  per-  J 
formanceof  them  fo  far  as  God  hath  engaged  youthen  ® 
eo;  nor  fhallyou  find  this  performance  any  fuch  bin-  I 
drance  to  your  biifinefs  in  the  world  ,  as  carnal  men  tre- 
wonc  to  imagine.  Keep  your  hearts  heavenly,  and  earth-  \ 
ly  imployments  will  be  no  prejudice  to  you ;  fpend  none  | 
Idlely,  and  you  may  redeem  time  for  Gods  fervice,wich-  j 
out  any  prejudice  to  your  imployments.  *  f 

And  as  for  your  incapacity  of  relieving  the  neceffi- 
sous,  the  fame  anfwcr  in  a  manner  may  fhew ,  that  nei? 
therupon  this  account  have  you  much  ground  of  trou-  ; 
Me.  <  _  jj 

For  1 .  So  far  as  God  by  his  Providence  hath  difabled  L 
•you  for  works  o^NCharity,  he  requires  them  not  at  your  , 
hands,  nor  will  blame  you  for  not  doing  them ,  no  more  .£ 
than  a  tame  man  (hall  be  blamed  for  not  walking.  M 

2.  Every  condition  hath  its  proper  duty  ,  and  youc 
contentednefs  in  a  low  eftate  will  be  as  acceptable  to 
God  as  your  liberality  when  in  an  higher, and  more  plen¬ 
tiful! .  .  . 

5.  You  may,notvvithftanding  your  poverty,  maintain 

a  charitable  fpirit :  your  heart  maybe  as  large,  though 
your  eftate  is  not ;  and  if  itbefo,  you  fhall  be  never-  j 

tnelefs  regarded  nor  rewarded  by  God.  What  we  read 

•  ■  in 
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in  the  Gofpel  of  the  Widows  Mice,  may  inform  us,  that 
they  who  do  what  they  are  able,  and  earneftly  defire  to 
do  more ,  fhall  be  reckoned  amongft  the  greateft  Bene¬ 
factors,  and  dealt  with  as  fuch  ;  otherwife  ic  would  °o 
ill  with  the  beft  of  men,  fincc  a  Peter  himfelf  may  fome* 
times  truly  fay,  Silver  and  Gold  have  1  none . 

3.  You  had  need  to  look  well  to  your  hearts  that  they 
deceive  you  not  in  this  cafe ;  for  fo  much  of  difeontenc 
as  you  find  in  the  abfence  of  riches,  fo  much  felfiflmefs 
there  is  in  the  defire  of  them  ,  fince  that  proceeds  ra¬ 
ther  from  a  love  to  the  things  themfelves,  than  from  any 
mind  to  glorifie  God  with  them.  For  if  this  be  that  you 
aim  at,  why  do  you  not  glorifie  him  by  acquiefcing  in  his 
Providepce  that  hath  remov’d  them  ?  You  may  beft  dif- 
cover  this,  by  reflecting  upon  your  carriage  in  the  daies 
of  your  profperity ;  for  they  who  did  not  then  improve 

pjeir  Efiaces  for  God,  de fire  them  back  again,  its  to  be 

fear’d,  for  their  own  ends  rather  than  his  glory ;  but  i£ 
”you  were  fo  wife  as  to  honour  God  rtith  ymr  jd {lance 
,  whilA  you  enjoyed  ic ,  this  may  be  abundant  ground  of 
#arisfaaion  to  you  in  the  want  of  it. 

«i,A  For  4.  You  are  to  confider  that  you  are  but  Stewards 
rPf  the  gifts  of  God,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  keep  a  faith¬ 
ful  account,  and  make  a  diligent  improvement  of  what- 
-irever  Talents  you  receive  j  and  therefore  you  mufl  whol- 
jjjjify  leave  ic  to  your  Lords  pleafure  whac  you  {hall  have* 
;,|(:ind  how  long  it  fhall  remain  in  your  hands :  Why  Ihould 
f|the  fervant  be  concern’d  how  much  flock  his  Mafter  al- 
,,,  fcws  him  to  Trade  with  ?  Be  it  little  or  mnch,  what’s  the 
'  difference  to  htm,fo  he  be  but  careful  .and  faithful  in 
.what  he’s  entrufted  with  ?  Nay,  lafily,if  in  good  earneft 
you  regard  your  feives  but  as  Stewards  of  all  you  pof- 
Jelt,  that  muft  be  accountable  for  the  fame ,  methinks  k 
be  but  little  trouble  to  you  to  have  your  charge 
ifnd  uurdsn  lefiened,  Certainly  its  eafier  to  give  an  ac- 

J  couuc 


oo 

count  of  a  fmall  Eft  a  re  than  a  great  one,  Whatever  men 

may  think  of  the  matter.  And  though  we  Ihould  refufe 
no  pains  for  our  Matters  fervice,  yet  fo  far  as  he  thinks  fit 
to  eafe  us,  we  have  no  reafon  to  be  difpleafed  at  it. 

OhjeB.  3.  Some  again  may  tell  me  (  which  is  the  laft  j 
Objection  I  (hall  here  take  notice  of  )  That  the  ajflittions  I 
they  have  met  with,  have  occasioned  their  repining  and  dif con¬ 
tent,  and  c  aft  them  into  great  defpondcncies  and  dill  rafts,  and  \ 
therefore  ( according  to  my  own  arguing  )  have  been  ex-  I 
aedinq  hurtful  to  them,  and  given  them  very  great  caufe  of  ■ 
fadnejs.  *  P."® 

In  anfwer  whereto  s  1. 1  grant,  that  fin  indeed  does  j 
hurt  to  any  foul  where  irs  entertain’d ,  and  brings  along  j 
with  it  juft  ground  of  forrow  :  and  fo  far  as  you  ■ 
have  giv«n  way  to  firnful  paffions,  you  have  caufe  for  Hu-  I 
miliation,  which  you  are  chiefly  to  manifeft  ,  by  endea-  | 
Vouring  to  repel  and  baniih  them  from  your  bread: ,  and  | 
not  go  on  overwhelming  your  felves  with  one  grief  af-  | 
ter  another ,  upon  pretence  of  repenting  for  the  for'*  1 
mer.  /  I 

2.  But  pray  you  fee  that  you  pafs  your  Cenfure  a-  | 
fight,  and  thenyou’l  eafily  find  ,  that  it  is  not  of  Gods  fj 
dealings  with  you,  but  of  your  own  unfui table  carriage’  f 
under  them,  that  you  have  ground  to  complain.  What-  ;i 
ever  diftempers  of  mind  you  have  been  caft  into ,  they 
have  not  fo  much  proceeded  from  any  outward  caufe,  as  I 
from  your  own  weaknefs  and  mifapprehenfions ,  other-  | 
wife  the  fame  caufe  would  produce  the  fame  effeft  in  all;  I 
but  you  know  there  are  many  inftances  of  fuch  who  have  I 
undergone  more  than  ever  you  did,  without  any  fuch  di-  | 
’  tturbances  in  their  breads,  or  irregularity  in  their  beha-  j 
viour.  ;  ) 

Yea,  laftly,  So  fir  have  Gods  Providences  been  froth  ‘ 
caufing  the  dittempers  which  may  now  appear,  that  they  1 

have  rather  tended  to  their  removal,  by  discovering  thofs'  * 
—  •  •  •  which 
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to  which  were  bred  before ,  but  lay  more  feeret  and  un* 
iW  difcerned  till  this  occafion.  You  will  nor  fay ,  that  the 
ri  Touchftone  makes  the  Gold  bad ,  whilft  it  (hews  that  is 
pi  fo  :  Nor  do  wars  and  dangers  make  men  Cowards ,  buc 

'manifeft  fome  to  befucb.  In  time  of  profperity  the  heart 


j,  - - -  *. «  v/i  y*  vyi^Vi*LJr  IUC 

V  often  fecretly  cleaves  to  the  Creature .  and  yec  is  fcarr^ 

liAf.,fr.o-Xi»,-l  -  U...  ...I _ -  J _ r  J  .  . 


h'ijjfuipe^ed  to  do  fo  *  but  when  adverftty  comes  and  be- 
i!||reaves  it  of  its  Darlings ,  then  doth  this  immoderate 
%dove  break  out  into  immoderate  grief;  as  change  of 
•’  Air  fom e times  dir s  up  thofe  humors  which  before  lav 

pill  in  the  body.  Whilft  the  world  was  flowing  in  upon 

you,  thofe  fpiritual  di (tempers  were  hatcht  and  nou- 
Iplht ,  which  may  moft  of  all  fhew  themfelves  upon  its 
agoing  our.  1  he  excels  of  Creature-love  (which  poflef- 
'•^feth  us  fooneft  when  the  World fmiles  moft  upon  us  )  is 
~%hat  corrupt  Fountain  whence  thofe  many  bitter  ftreams 
^  unruly paflions flow,  as  love  to  God  is  the  Source 
■and  Spring  of  all  other  holy  affedions.  Fitly  may  ic 

t,pe  (aid  of  you  thatftand  mourning  over  the  Funerals  of 

Reward  comforts  a  what  the  Jews  faid  of  Chrift  when  he 
Reprover  Lamm's  Grave,  Behold  how  they  loved  them • 

<m?j  indere<:l  ‘K1?™  we  besr  t0  chil*cn  or  friends ,  is 

.fo  much  feIc  or  exPreft  as  at  their  Funerals 


.  i  jr- 


The  bitter  and  paftionate  lamentations  which  David 
nakesfor  zAbfalom,  z  Sam.  iS.  33>  do  verypkinlv  re- 
JWe>l  what  kind  of  a&flions  he  had  for  him.  But  now 

f  f?!oms.  death> nor  Joahs  hand  that  flew  him,' 
:#inuch  iefs  the  Providence  that  permuted  both,  which  was 

;^:jO  be  accus  a  as  the  caule  of  all  this  forrow,  but  his  own 

iondnefs  which  he  had  formerly  conceded  for  this  beau- 

X” lulV  ^hent.h«was  away >  he  could  bear  the 
I  *th  f  l  ChlId,e  mth  another  kind  of  manlinefs :  Ic 
1  then,  0^  my  S on ,  my  Son,  would  God  l  had  died  for 
Met,  rn.  But  now  he  u  dead,  wherefore  fhodd  I  f aft  ?  Can  I 

Ur  mg  him  hatpin  $  IJhall  hthMlnotre- 


J 
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mn  to  me,  2  Sam „ 12.23*  Since  then  this  breaking  forth 
of  the  corruptions  you  complain  of,  docs  but  fliew  what 
was  before  in  your  hearts,  may  you  not  look  upon  it  as 
an  advantage  to  have  fuch  an  infight  into  your  felves  (as  I 
fhall  fhewanon)  and  fo  entertain  the  Providence  which 
hath  helpc  you  to  it,  rather  with  thankfulnefs  than  mur¬ 
muring,  making  fogood  an  improvement  thereof  as  it  is 
fitted  an  J  defigned  for.  _  jM 

3.  But  this  brings  me  to  a  third  Confideration,  which 
m  ay  work  you  to  a  very  willing  fubmifiioh  to  what  God 
hath  laid  upon  you  ,  in  that,  if  you  are  not  wanting  to 
your  felves,  your  fictions  may  be  fo  far  from  doing  you  hurt,  i 
that  they  may  very  much  conduce  to  your  good .  And  if  this-  4 
be  fo,  it  will  be  found  moft  unreasonable  for  you  to  bear’  » 
them  with  heaviness  arfd  difeontent.  What  would  you  * 
think  of  that  man  who  fhould  entertain  courtefies  with  j| 
repining  at  his  Benefj&or  ?  Now  chat  afflictions  in  gene-  k 
ral  are  capable  of  being  beneficial  to  thofe  that  are  ex-  ijj 
ercifed  with  them  ,  is  moft  commonly  inculcated  and 
acknowledged,  and  may  appear  very  plain  to  any  that  l( 
do  but  confider  the  exprefs  promifeof  God,  That  all 
things  fie  all  vc or  1 ^  together  for  good  to  thofe  that  love  him : 
And  the  experience  of  Saints  in  former  times,  who  have 
left  it  upon  Record  ,  that  it  Was  good  for  them  to  he  ajflitt-  | 
ed.  Moreover,  they  are  pronounced  hlejfed  whom  the  Lord  ^ 
chafleneth ,  and  te ache th  out  of  his  Law.  We  are  told  that 
he  chaftifeth  every  Son  whom  he  love  th,  and  that  for  their  pro¬ 
fit,  Heb.  1 2.6. 1 6.  Yea,  had  we  nothing  elfe  to  guide  us, 
but  our  knowledge  of  the  infinite  wifdome  and  goodnefs 
of  God,  we  might  hence  certainly  and  fafely  conclude, 
that  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  people  he  intends  their 
advantage.  Hath  any  thing  happened  to  you  but  what 
came  from  his  will  who  is  goodnefs  it  felf  ,  and  who  is 
ever  doing  good  to  fuch  as  are  in  Covenant  with  him?1 

You  may  be  fure,  he  envies  you  not  your  enjoyments, nor 

took 
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took  them  away  as  being  too  good  for  you,  but  as  bavin 


a 
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fomechmg  better  to  beftow  in  their  room  :  Wherefore” 
although  you  could  not  at  prefent  difcern  what  thofe  be- 
ndits  are  which  God  intends  you  by  this  fharp  Vifitati- 
on;  yet  you  may  reft  fatisfied  in  this  ,  that  there  is  fo 
much  reafon  in  ail  his  aftings,  and  fo  much  good  defin¬ 
ed  to  his  people  thereby ,  that  if  you  were  fully  ac» 
1  quainted  therewith ,  and  had  all  things  at  your  own  or* 
\  oedng  ,  you  would  difpofe  of  them  juft  as  he  hath  done# 
pid  you  fee  and  know  what  God  does,  and  had  the  fame 
%'  intentions  for  the  honour  of  his  Name ,  and  the  °ood  of 


Wfryour  own  and  others  fouls,  you  would,  had  it  been  at 


your  choice,  have  chofe  all  that’s  come  to  pafs ,  as  terri¬ 
ble  as  it  may  now  appear  ?  and  would  freelie  have  con - 

}  fenced  to_a  raging  peftilence,  though  your  friends  or  fa» 
^mtlies  might  belaid  hold  oa  thereby;  and  to  the  burn- 
■  n  ingot  though  your  own  dwellings  were  within 

the  reach  of  the  flames  ?  And  fhall  not  this  reconcile  you 
to  whatever  God  bach  done  amongft  us  ?  I  know  not 
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What  more  you  fhould  require  for  your  fatisfafticn  ,  ex- 

{ |cept  this  be  a  trouble  to  you,  that  you  are  not  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  fecret  and  unfearchabledefignsof  the 
,«toitghtyinallbis  works  of  wonder,  which  are  mani- 
tfeftedm  his  Government  of  the  world;  chads,  chat  you 
,ii  are  men,  and  not  Gods.  > 

t  *4  fu,c  yec  as,t0  ytow  own  concern ,  you  need  not  go  far 
i^  to  hnd  out  what  benefit  you  may  make  of  the  prefent 

i<CTJifT3  Wni^  1  ^  hint  in  *  ^w particulars: 

K;  fifts  in  his  being  made like  to  God, in  his  loving,  pleafing, 
ii^all^h0^10?0^  hua2  Part^e^ere>  pcrfe6\lie  and  eter- 

if  I  howev-ru  may  appear  in  other  ref  oeas,  ft  nee  the  mans 

G  ^  mult 
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mutt  be  judged  of,  and  denominated  only  from  their  re2 
fped  to  the  end.  To  lance  a  fore  till  wee  fmart ,  if  it 
make  for  its  healing,  is  good  for  the  body.  It  feems 
harlh  ufage  for  poor  creatures  that  are  diftrafted,  to  bee 
confin’d  to  dark  rooms ,  and  fometimes  bound  to  their 
beds,  whipt,  and  ftript  fhort  of  food ,  yet  if  all  this  help 
on  their  recovery ,  is  it  not  to  be  lookt  on  as  good  for 
them  ?  And  as  eafily  may  you  apprehend,  that  whatevet 
tends  to  the  weakning  of  Corruptions  ,  and  ftrengthning 
of  your  Graces ,  enables  you  to  glorifie  God,  and  helps 
you  on  in  the  way  to  Glory ,  is  fo  much  for  your  intereft,  j 


that  nothing elfe  in  the  whole  world  could  advance  it, 
which  conduceth  not  to  make  you  truly,  and  in  Gods  ac- 
count.  Better  men ,  towhichend,  your  prefent  fufferings 
may  greatly  conduce. 

(  i )  As  may  firft  appear  by  what  I  formerly  menti¬ 
oned,  of  the  advantage  they give  you ,  for  a  thorew  difcove- 
ry  of  the  frtiwe  nn&  temper  of  your  own  Souls.  Neither 
Grace  nor  Corruption  arc  ever  fo  well  known,  as  under 
trials.  May  you  not  now  finde ,  that  the  world  was  got 
nearer  to  your  hearts  than  you  imagined  ,  by  the  pain 
you  feel  at  its  departure*;  that  you  iean’d  harder  upon  it 
than  you  thought  of ,  by  the  {halting  you  have  met  with' 
when  it  iltpc  from  you  ?  May  you  not  perceive  that  too 
much  of  the  coin  fort  of  your  lives  did  depend  upon  un¬ 
certain,  carnal  things,  andfo  was  it  felf  but  vain  and 


in 


carnal?  May  you  not  finde  more  earthlinefs,  impati- 
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ence,  and  unbelief ,  than  you  before  fufpefted  to  lodge 

in  your  breads  ?  Now  though  to  have  thefe  Corruptions 

be  matter  of  trouble ,  yet  to  difeover  them,  in  order  to 

their  cure,  is  a  mercy*  1  o  have  a  Diieafe  is  a  grief,  but 

to  know  it,  we  fay,  is  the  firft  ftep  to  health.  One  time  :  X 

or  other  they  mutt  be  known  fo  as, to  be  repenred  of  and  j  % 

mortified, -or  elfe  you  were  like  tofare  the  worfc  for  t ;  |fc 

certainly  then,  the  fooner  the  better ;  lor  the  longer  1^ 
'  '  '  they  l| 


*  ( 97 )  - 

they  fliould  lie  conceal’d,  the  greater  would  bee  their 

ftrcngth  and  mifchief ,  and  the  difficulcer  their  con** 
queft.  For  this  the  Pfalmiftpraies,  Pfal.  139.  23, 24* 
and  for  this  ,  I  beleive,  you  have  praid  many  a  time  , 
that  God  would  fearch  and  know  your  hearts ,  that  is,  make  ‘ 
them  known^  to  you  ,  and  now  hee  hath  anfwered  your 
prayer.  This,  Elihu tells  us, is  meet  to  be  faid  unto  God, 
by  a  man  under  chaftifement ,  That  which  I  fee  not ,  teach 
then  me\  if  l  have  done  iniquity ,  1  will  do  no  more.  Job  34. 
31,32.  and  to  the  fame  purpofe  Job  36.9,1  o. But  on  the 
other  hand  ,  if  chefe  trying  Providences  manifeft  your 
Souls,  through  the  Grace  of  God,  to  be  in  a  more  found 
and  healthful  temper,  fo  that  you  can  chearfully  let  go 
whatever  he  hath  cal’d  for ,  and  finde  that  there  is  no-  ' 
thing  you  fo  vehemently  defire  ,  as  to  comply  with  the 
whole  will  of  God,  and  to  be  rendred  up  thereto ;  that 
none  of  his  dealings  move  you  to  queftion  his  truth  or 
goodneis,  to  think  hardly  of  himfelf ,  or  meanly  of  his 
promifes  ,but  that  fiil  your  love  to  him  is  as  great  as  ever 
and  in  his  favour  alone  you  can  reft  abundantly  fatisfied* 
if  it  be  thus  with  you,  the  very  difeovery  offo  blefled  a 
frame  may  be  matter  of  greater  fatisfadion  ,  than  the 
lofs  of  all  things  elfe,need  be  of  trouble;  yea, if  this  bee 
your  frame,  you  cannot  be  overmuch  troubled  with  any 
luch  lofles.  So  that  what  ever  your  temper  and  behavi- 

ouns,  there  will  be  found  great  equity  in  this  difpenfa- 
-  ^n*  you  ^ear  ic  heavily  and  impatiently,  the  greater 
4  ree5'sJ;as  y°u[' nee^  of  «,fiace  this  proceeds  from  fuch 
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mflit  you  with  90  Helmet.  And  in  that  thefe  affliaions 
;E  ,  *  ferve 
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ferve  not  only  to  difcover  your  Corruptions ,  but  to  re¬ 
move  them ;  not  onely  to  manifeft  your  Graces ,  but  to 
•exercife  and  promote  them ;  upon  both  thefe  accounts 
they  will  farther  appear  to  bee  for  your  advantage,  as  I 
(hall  proceed  to  (hew. 

( i )  Wherefore  in  the  next  place,  Hereby  ; oh  bate 
1 1  very  ere  at  help  to  take  a  true  ejiimate  of  t be  world  ,  thatfo 
you  may  be  affebted  towards  it ,  according  to  its  worth  and  no  o- 

uernife :  Now  if  ever,  you  may  difeerm  how  vain,  how 
fleeting  and  uncertain  it  is.  That  which  even  now  was 
in  your  houfes  and  hands,  and  Teem’d  to  make  fo  goodly 
a  (hew  there ,  in  a  few  hours  after ,  with  thofe  houfes 
themfelves,  was  not  at  all  to  be  feen,  except  as  expiring 
into  ftnoak,  or  turned  into  afhes.  And  Aral l  not  this 
very  dull  and  fmoak ,  though  at  firft  it  might  wring  wa¬ 
ter  from  your  eyes ,  help  fo  far  to  clear  your  fight,  that 
the  fplendid  appearances  of  a  glittering  world,  may  ne¬ 
ver  more  impofe  upon  you  ?  May  you  not  now  fee  into  it, 

.  and  thcrow  ir,and  behold  what  a  very  nothing  it  is  ?  To 
your  own  fenfe,  doth  it  not  appear  that  the  ufual  titles 
which  Holy  Writ  bellows  upon  it ,  and  all  the  felicity 
thereof,  arenoworfe  than  it  deferves?  Calling  it  a 
Babble,  a  Dream ,  very  V'anity,  even  that  which  is  not.  For 
have  yen  not  feen  (lately  Fabricks ,  with  all  their  rich 
furniture  ,  fialh  out  and  difappear  as  aiery  bubbles  are 
wont?have  you  not  feen  fair  and  flourilhing  eflates, which 
made  the  owners  conceit  themfelves  in  a  fecure  and  hap¬ 
py  condition ,  able  to  afford  no  more  comfort  than  a 
Dream  when  one  awaketh,  being  vanilb’d  into  nothing,, 
whilft  they  promifed  all  things?  Now  may  notfuchno-' 
table  fights  as  thefe ,  do  very  much  toward  the  reify¬ 
ing  of  your  judgements  about  all  worldly  things ,  if  before 
they  were  erronious  ?  and  toward  the  moderating  of 
your  affections  to  them ,  if  before  they  were  exceflive  ? 
He  that  doted  upon  a  beautiful  outfide  ,  will  foon  cool 
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his  affe&ions,  when  hee  fees  the  objeft  of  them  turned 

into  a  loathfome  carkafs#  Where’s  that  mans  wfdome  > 
who  eagerly  catches  at  the  money ,  whieh  he  is  certainly  . 
told,  will  turn  to  coals  or  dirt  in  his  hand?  And  where’s 
his  undemanding  ,  I  may  fay  his  fenfes ,  who  hath  noG  * 
learnt,  from  what  he  lately  faw  ,  that  all  that  a  man  hath  * 
ruaydofo? 

There  are  indeed  ( to  digrefs  a  little  )  many  fuch  ex¬ 
cellent  lelfons  taught  by  this  difpenfation  ,  that  to  him 
who  foberly  and  attentively  obferves  the  fame.,  it  may 
prove  a  moft  profitable  Sermon.  How  fully  doth  it  in¬ 
form  us,  what  miferable  kinde  of  people  they  bee,  who 
have  nothing  better  nor  furer  to  trull  to,  than  fuch  a  pe- 
rifhing  world  as  this?  and  how  foolifh  they  are,  who 
needlefly  hurry  and  toil  all  their  daies ,  and  make  it  the 
very  bufinefs  of  their  life ,  to  get  that  which  can  be  held 
nofafterj  efpecially,  how  ftarkmad  they  are  ,  whilft 
they  fell  away  their  precious  fouls ,  and  an  eternal  king- 
dome  that  might  bee  made  fure ,  for  fuch  trifles  as  thefe. 

It  acquaints  us  alfo  with  the  great  weaknefs  of  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  men,  who  take  fo  much  upon  them,  and  carry 
it  fo  high  above  their  neighbours ,  if  they  can  but  fcrape 
together  a  little  more  wealth  than  they,  as  prefently  tak¬ 
ing  themfelves  to  be  much  the  better  men  for’t :  When 
alas  !  if  this  be  all  they  build  npon ,  they  may  within  a 
few  daies  come  to  bee  as  bad  or  worfe ,  than  chofe  they 
before defpifed;  and  fo,  they  do  not  only  diicover  their 
own  emptinefs  of  true  worth ,  by  valuing  themfelves  bv 
fuch  mean  and.  mutable  things ,  but  alfo  fland  expos’d 
to  contempt ,  in  their  own,  as  well  as  other  mens  judge¬ 
ments  :  for  if  they  account  themfelves  wife  and  honou  ra¬ 
ble  to  day,  becaufe  they  are  rich,  by  the  fame  reckoning, 
they  muff  pafs  for  worthlefs  fools  to  morrow ,  when  they 
fhall  become  poor :  and  yet  what’s  more  common  in  the 
world,  than  to  prize  and  rate  men  after  this  ftranse,  ri- 
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<3tculous  manner ,  Co  that  he  fhall  be  thought  ridiculous 
who  contradifts  it  ?  Again,  this  fuddcn  and  unavoidable 
wafte  that  was  made  of  fuch  riches  as  were  in  your  hands 
may  inform  you,  how  great  wifdome  it  is  to  difpofe  of 
them  fo  as  may  exempt  them  from  the  power  of  theeves, 
or  fire,  or  any  fuch  dangerous  accidents.  He  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  capacity,  Sayes  out  his  eftate  for  God  (or 
keeps  ic  principally  to  trade  with  for  him)  is  that  wife 
Merchant,  who  puts  it  into  fuch  hands,  where  not  only 
the  principal  is  fecur’d,  but  an  intereft  of  another  value, 
than  blinde  earth-worms  are  acquainted  with ,  is  certain 
to  be  gain’d. 

What  one  faith  of  Job ,  may  be  partly  applied  to  your 
cafe,  that  he  had  loft  all  hut  what  he  had  given  away. 
That  which  hath  fed  and  cloth’d,the  poor  Members  of 
Chrift  ,  or  any  other  way  been  emploied  for  his  fervice, 
is  ftill  your  own  ,  and  to  bee  reckoned  as  good  as  ready 
money,  and  better  too;  if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  Go- 
fpel,  which,  I  prefume,  you  queftion  not.  And  for 
your  own  gain  and  comfort,  I  heartily  wifti ,  that  your 
expences  for  Chrift,  amounted  to  agreacerfum,  than 
an  Inventory  of  your  lofles  by  the  Fire  does  •  then  , 
though  you  had  nothing  to  fhew  but  the  very  clothes  tip- 
on  your  backs,  1  durft  confidently  affirm,  you  have  more 
than  you  have  loft.  And  hence,  for  the  future,  you  may 
take  direction  how  to  improve  and  fecure  what  wealth 
God  fhall  entruft  you  with,  and  maybe  taught  the  dif- 
cretion,  ftill  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  to  that  end. 
The  words  of  our  Saviour  to  Judas ,  which  the  other  A- 
poft'es  thought  had  a  reference  to  his  giving  fomething 
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jh:ng,  delay  is  dangerous.  Not  without  reafon  doth  the 
Wife  man  exhort  us  to  do  pood ,  wbirfi  it  is  in  tie  fixer  of 
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cur  handy  and  not  hid  mr  Neighbour  come  again  tomorrow  f 
when  ret  have  it  by  ns .  Prw.  3.27,28.  That  which  is  to 
day  in  your  hands,  and  may  bee  profitable  to  yourfclf 
,  and  brother,  may  to  morrow  be  fnatcht  out  of  them,  and 
'  neither  of  you  bee  the  better  for  it.  Wherefore  learn 
I  wifdomeby  what  you  have  feen  :  You  efpecially  that 
i  have  but  feen,  not  at  all,  or  but  little  felt  the  effe&sof 
]  this  Fire,  let  your  bounty  to  your  impoverifht  brethren,  be 
I  your  thank-offering  to  God  for  your  prefervation.  And 

*  let  all  take  notice,  that  if  they  are  fo  backward  to 

*  render  God  his  own  ,  in  that  way  that  it  may  bee  mold 
theirs ,  he  can  fend  for  it  in  fuch  waies  as  will  bee  little 

I  for  their  advantage.  Is  it  not  better,  think  you,  to  fend 
1  up  your  treafures  to  Heaven  voluntarilie ,  where  you 
!Sl  may  finde  them  hereafter ,  than  to  have  them  go  up 
^  thitherwards  in  clouds  of  fmoak ,  never  more  to  beftead 
%  you?  And  it  will  make  but  little  to  your  commendation 
u  or  comfort,  to  have  your  eftates  fetchc  away  in  this  man- 
ner  by  hundreds  and  thoufands,  which  before  were  wont 
it  to  befqueez’d  from  you  for  good  ufes,on!ie  by  fixpences 
|  and  (hillings. 

t  But  to  return,  the  great  lefion  which  is  prefi  upon 
I  you  hence,  and  which  indeed  is  underftood  in  all  thefe  , 
.{[■is  what  I  before  intimated,  nameiie,  how  very  unfit  any 
■  thing  which  the  whole  affords,  is,  to  be  your  felicitie  and 
nl  portion;  and  how  unreafonable  it  is  that  you  fhould  have 
i  the  lead  regard  to  it  as  fuch.  And  by  the  palpable  dif- 
j  covery  of  its  vanitie,  which  the  Providence  of  God  hath 
\  made  before  youreies,  you  may,  through  his  Grace 
|  working  with  your  ferious  confideration  ,  be  brought  off 
;  from  all  fuch  inordinate  regard  to  it,  which  the  beft  are 
[  too  fubjeft  to.  Now  without  quefiion  to  have  this  fo 
j  common  and  dangerous  a  difeafe  wcakned  and  removed, 

:  is  afar  greater  mercie  than  to  have  had  all  that  is  gone 
[■  from  yea  referv’d,  Nay,  this  might  have  prov’d  a  fur- 
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cherance  of  your  mifery,  to  have  retain'd  that  which  °ave 
ftrengch  to  your  difeafe.  For  examine  it  well ,  and°teli 
me,  whether  your  very  enjoyments  have  not  been  *  clo° 
and  hindrance  to  you,  ancknade  you  remifs  and 
in  the  way  to  heaven,  by  the  flatteries  and  diverfions 
wherewith  they  were  wont  to  entertain  and  amufe  you? 

Have  they  not  fpoil’d  many  a  Duty,  and  ren  dred  ma¬ 
ny  an  Ordinance  ufejefs,  through  their  too  great  prepof- 
feflionof  your  hearts?  Have  they  not  been  apt  to  fill 
you  with  falfe  and  carnal  joyes ,  with  a  vain  confidence 
and  felf-conceit  ?  Hath  not  the  World  been  a  bait  and 
fnare  to  your  corrupt  natures,  and  drawn  you  to  un- 
feemly  compliances  with  the  guize  of  this  luxurious,  fan- 
taftical  age  ?  in  the  needlefs  coft  and  braverie  of  yonr 
attire,  houfcs  and  furnitures  in  the  excefs  of  your  feaft- 
ings  and  entertainments,  in  a  tendernefs  and  delicacie 
that  becomes  not  the  good  Saddlers  of  Jefus  Chrifi  ? 
Thefe  are  the  common  effe&s  of  wealth,  and  the  tempta¬ 
tions  wherewith  it  is  attended ;  and  though  the  power  of 
Grace  might  fecure  you  from  the  more  deadly, damning 
hurt  of  its  charms,  yet  its  too  top  probable  fome  force 
they  had  upon  you.  What  a  merciethen  may  you  well 
account  it,  if  this  fire  have  burnt  up  fo  much  of  your  E- 
ftate  as  was  hurtful  to  you,  and  fo  refin'd  the  reft ,  that 
it  may  no  more  hurt  you.  Though  it  will  not  indeed 
prove  you  humble  and  mortified,  becaufe  you  live  at  a 
meaner  rate  than  you  were  wont,  being  neceflirated 
thereto  ;  yet  this  neceffity  may  prove  a  notable  means 
to  that  end,  and  becoming  at  lengrh  the  matter  of  your 
choice,  is  capable  of  being  improv'd  into  a  virtue:  A 
great  deal  of  unnecelfary  expence  and  ftir  togratifiethe 
fldh  will  be  fay’d,  when  there  remains  no  fuch  plenty  to 
Be  lavifhc  away  ;  and  hereby  may  the  man  in  time  vo¬ 
luntarily  become  much  more  temperate,  fober,  and  felf- 
denying :  Poverty  may  prick  the  Bladder  of  Pride  which 
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riches  were  fo  apt  to  blow  up;  and  inftead  thereof  brin<» 
in  not  a  force,  but  true  humility  ;  yea,  the  very  lofs  of 
one  great  eftate,  may  make  the  owners  refolve  never  to 
covet  after  another,  notout  of  defpair,  but  prudence, 
as  feeing  what  their  defigns  are  all  come  to  ,  and  may  do 
|  again,  if  they  Oiould  follow  them  as  before  •  and  fo  they 
'  may  meet  with  contentednefs  in  a  low  eftate ,  who  went 
without  it  in  an  higher,  and  may  ferve  God  better  ip 
l  want  than  in  their  former  abundance, 
jj  Surelie  thus  to  take  Knives  or  Ratsbane  out  of  Chil- 
,  drens  hands  is  a  friendlie  office,  and  when  they  come  to 
J  underftand  what  was  done  for  them,  tbey’l  fo  efteem  it, 

:  though  at  firft  they  may  take  on  as  if  they  were  hurt. 
t.  Your  friendfbij}  to  the  nor  Id  is  enmity  to  your  felves  as  well 
J  as  to  God;  and  in  companion  of  your  cafe  he  is  arifen 
!!  to  your  affiftance,  againft  thofe  lufts  which  vearrd  againft 
’  your  fouls :  and  will  you  not  readilie  accept  his  aid ,  and 
I  fet  in  with  him  againft  them  ?  Are  you  not  willing  to 
t  fmart  a  little,  fo  thefe  may  die  for’t?  Who  would  be 
»  much  troubled  for  a  fligbc  wound ,  if  in  receiving  it  he 
|  gave  a  mortal  one  tohis  deadlie  Enemie  ?  Sampfon  was 
f  willing  to  have  the  houfe  fall  upon  his  own  head ,  that 
I  he  might  thereby  revenge  himfelf  upon  the  Philifiine 
;  Lords,  who  had  put  out  hiseyes,  and  were  making  fport 
:  with  him :  And  why  fliould  not  you  as  well  confent  to 
l  the  fall  of  your  houfes  and  eftates  too,  if  therewith  that 
creature-love,  delight  and  confidence,  which  have  done 
fo  much  to  befool  and  blind  you ,  may  be  crufht  to 
death?  The  Phyfitian  is  not  onlie  fubmicted  to,  but 
paid  for  his  Phyfick ,  though  his  bitter  Pills  and  Potions 
might  make  us  fick  before  they  helpt  us  to  our  health  ? 
And  jhall  we  behave  our  felves  worfe  toward  God ,  who 
delights  not  in  our  fmart  and  forrow,  onlie  if  need  be^  will 
let  his  deareftfervants  meet  with  manifold  temptations 
and  tryals?  If  then  the  Fire  which  hath  taken  away 
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much  of  the  world  from  you,  hath  taken  your  worldlinefs 
coo,  and  by  the  influence  of  the  Divine  Spirit  (that  Coe- 
leftial  Fire)  hath  made  for  the  purifying  of  your  fouls, 
fo  that  yon  come  out  of  it,  as  the  three  Children  out  of 
the  Furnace,  not  onlie  unhurt ,  but  unbound  5  having  ■ 
chofe  fnares  and  fetters  of  carnal  affe&ions ,  whereby 
you  were  ftraitned  and  enthrall’d ,  burnt  from  off  you,  2 
Inftead  of  repining  at  this  Providence ,  you  havereafon 
rather  to  indite  Songs  of  praifeto  him  that  hath  redeem¬ 
ed  and  advanc'c  you  into  the  trueft  Libertie,  the  Nobleft  2 
Freedome  whereof  you  are  capable.  j 

(3.)  Another  great  advantage  of  this  Difpenfation  is, 
'That  nm  you  have  a  mofi  proper  feafbn  for  the  exercife  of 
faith) patience,  andfelf-rejignation  ,  with  fuch  like  graces, 
which  are  efpeciailie  requifite  in,  and  peculiar  to  a  fuffe- 
riog  flare-  _  In  profperitie  thefe  are  as  it  were  obfeur’d,  i 
Xhke  Stars  in  the  day  time)  and  through  difufe  weakncd,  i 
tothegreatdifadvantageof  the  foul;  but  adverflde  ex-  | 
cites  and  polifhes  them,  puts  them  upon  a&ion  ,  and  fa  | 
difplaies  their  ufe  and  excellencie ,  to  the  honor  of  the 
Author,  and  the  great  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  own¬ 
ers,  This  we  find  one  end  of  the  tribulations  of  Cbrifti- 
,ans ,  That  the  tryal  of  their  faith  might  he  found  mtopraife >  • 
honour  and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  ffeftts  (f'hrift,  1  Pet.  1 .7  1 

And  why  fhould  not  all  the  Spiritual  Powers  andFacul-  I 
lies  wherewith  God  hath  furniftit  his  fcrvants  be  brought  ? 
into  exercife  ?  To  what  other  purpofe  is  Grace  beftow^d? 
Why  do  Generals  furnifh  their  Souldiers  with  Armour  • 
and  Weapons ,  but  for  the  fight  ?  And  what  a  fharae  2 
would  it  be  for  any  of  thefe  to  murmure  becaufe  he’s 
phc’t  in  the  front ,  or  fee  to  guard  any  Pafs  which  re¬ 
quires  watchfulnefs  and  valour  ?  How  would  Valour  be 
Situated  and  difeovered,  if  there  were  no  difficulties  and 
dangers  for  it  to  encounter?  The  veriefl  Coward  that 
while  might  pafs  for  a  valiant  man.  To  get  fo  much 
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ciook-skill  in  MiUtane  matters,  as  to  be  able  to  difcourfe 
ow  an  Army  (houldbe  Govern’d  and  Marfhall’d ,  how 
infers  and  Retreats  ftiould  be  made ,  and  what  fhould 
i » done  in  this  cafe  and  the  other,  is  a  matter  of  no  great 
’  tffiailtie ;  but  to  be  able  aftuallie  to  lead  an  Army.and 
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>  order  it  aright  in  all  the  varieties  of  Battel ,  requires 
.  i other  kind  of  courage?  conduct,  and  prefence  of  mind; 
ij^d  accordinglie  yields  another  kind  of  glorie  to  him 
Sat  is  poffeft  of,  and  Chews  forth  the  fame.  Whilft  you 


ere  in  a  full  condition,  and  all  things  went  according  to 
f/;)ur  own  defires, you  might  fpeak,  and  hear,  and  read 
' : :  living  by  faith,  and  depending  upon  God,  and  refign- 
g  our  felves  and  all  we  have  to  his  will ,  whilft  you  had 
foie  tryal  for  thefe Graces.  But  now  ,  Sirs,  fhew  what 
>u  can  do,  being  brought  upon  the  Stage,  whether  you 
%e  been  fo  diligent  in  learning  your  part,  that  you  can 
"  >w  a&  it  readilie  and  becominglie.  What  comfort  can 
feu  now  take  in  a  promife ,  who  have  little  elfe  left  to 
ytiiift  to?  Can  you  bear  up  manfullie  under  all  your 
r.rcltures,  refting  fingly  on  the  truth,  goodnefs,  and 
^1-fuffijiencie  of  God  ?  Can  you  follow  him  confident- 
(«»  though  he  lead  you  in  the  dark  ?  Can  you  fubmit  to 
jjjul  imbracehis  will  ^  when  it  contradi&s  your  fenfes  ? 
/his  is  a  feafonfor  difcovering  how  you  have  improv’d 
our  time,  and  the  means  you  have  had  to  get  well  fir¬ 
ed  for  what  you  might  afterward  be  call’d  to  ;  would 
^ou  be  content  to  fpend  your  time  and  pains  in  training 
jp  a  fervanc  to  his  work,  and  after  that  let  him  lie,  idle, 
Jhd  fhew  no  fruic  of  all?Or  if  your  negligence  hath  been 
iich,  that  fo  long  profperitie,  and  fo  great  advantages  as 
;/ou  therein  enjoyed,  have  been  loft  upon  you,  it  is  but 
Jic  that  adverfitie  it  fclf  fhculd  teach  you,  what  it  feems 
you  will  learn  no  other  way.  And  indeed  we  are  com- 
ponly  too  retnifs  in  times  of  eafe  and  peace,  to  make 
provifionfor  the  troubles  that  may  be  coming  upon  us ; 
■  E  I;-  .  like 
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like  foolilli  Travellers ,  that  becaufe  the  Sun  iHn« 
when  they  fee  out ,  think  not  of  preparing  for  a  Storm 
for  fuch  men  to  be  well  weather-beaten ,  is  the  bell  wai 
to  make  them  more  provident  for  the  future :  As  in  fen! 
cing,  co  hit  a  man  a  found  blow,  will  do  more  to  make 
him  (land  upon  his  Guard,  than  a  bare  direction  would- 
or,  if  you  will,  as  Wars  themfeives  do  more  to  make  men 
expert  Souldiers,  than  any  Fencing-School  or  Training 
exercifes  can.  Thus  the  Apoflle  tells  us ,  that  tribuhtm 
mrketh  patience,  and  patience  experience,  Rom.  5,  3.  ]sjow 
a  Chrillian  comes  more  to  fee  the  want  of  his  fpiritual 
armour  than  before  he  did ,  and  therefore  labours  and 
prays  for  it  with  greater  diligence  and  earnettnefs.  But 
if  any  man  (hould  ask ,  whether  it  was  not  better  never 
to  have  need  of  this,  by  being  freed  from  thofc  affli&i- 
ons  that  make  it  neceffary  ?  I  may  take  leave  co  tell 
him,  it  favours  of  an  impudence,  unbefeemirg  fo  filly 
a  Creature  as  man,  to  call  in  quellion  the  proceedings' 
©f  his  Maker ,  and  demand  whether  he  might  not  have’1 
ordered  things  better  than  he  hath.  Who  fhould  pre- 
fenbe  the  way  to  heaven,  but  he  chat  owns  both  it  and; 
us ,  and  may  bellow  it  upon  what  conditions  he  will  ? 
And  though  ( if  need  were  )  it  might  be  evident  that! 
there  is  great  wifdome  and  equity  in  thac  order  which 
God  hath  eftablifhc ,  yet  its  enough  for  us,  that  we  are 
told  it  is  his  pleafure,  that  through  many  tribulations  vte  map j 
enter  into  his  Kingdom?  ,  and  mull  fight  before  we  tri¬ 
umph,  overcome  before  we  are  crown’d.  And  if  this  be 
his  fecled  will ,  we  may  eafily  apprehend  how  needful 
faith  and  patience  are  for  this  prefent  flare ;  and  how 
much  for  our  advantage  tbat  condition  is,  which  does  not 
only  put  us  upon  the  exercife ,  but  tends  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  them. 

•  (4  )  All  thefe  your  Ioffes  may  prove  very  gainful  to 

you,  a hereby  your  hearts  may  be  dram  nearer  to  God,  carri- 
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f,  (d  out  rhore  after  him  ,  W  /<?  /o  him  with 

|[' $ke  greater firmnefs,  refolution  and  «jfe&ion$  as  upon  feve- 
!['  ral  accounts  may  appear.  This  will  indeed  neceflarily 
follow  from  what  went  before ,  what  interefi  the  world 
lofeth  in  your  hearts,  God  will  gain :  fo  much  as  your 
i!affe&ions  are  taken  off  from  things  below ,  fo  much 
\vill  they  be  pfae’e  the  more  upon  things  above.  More¬ 
over,  fo  difingenuous  and  inconfiderate  we  are ,  as  often 
to  be  drawn  away  intoaforgetfulnefs  of  God,  by  thofe 
Hvcry  mercies  and  comforts  which  ftiould  have  made  us 
mindful  of  him,  and  engag’d  us  clofer  to  him ,  and  in 
fuch  a  cafe  (which  happens  too  frequently)  by  the  remo¬ 
val  of  thofe  we  may  better  learn  what  a  kind  of  depen* 
dance  that  is  we  have  alwayes  upon  him ,  and  how  much 
life  have  been  beholden  to  his  bounty ,  when  we  were 
little  affe&ed  to  it.  It  is  alfo  very  profitable  for  us  t  obe 
otuetimes  caft  into  fuch  a  plunge  ,  whence  we  plainlie 
perceive  God  only  can  deliver  us  ;  for  this  will  put  us 
,ipon  more  follicitous  enquiries  after  him ,  make  us  relic 
ipon  him  ,  and  that  with  all  our  weight  and  firefs  ,  and 
dll  help  us  to  a  clearer  fenfe  of  his  loving  kindnefs  and 
^Mmightinefs,  in  affording  us  relief  when  all  other  refu¬ 
ses  fail’d  us.  A  friends  hand  put  out  to  a  drowning 
Vnanis  grafpt  with  another  kind  of  faflnefs,  and  regard¬ 
ed  with  another  kind  of  welcome  and  dearnefs ,  than 
Then  they  walkt  together  upon  the  Land.  Further¬ 
more,  when  that  which  was  wont  to  ftand  in  competition 
vith  God ,  and  to  divide  our  hearts  betwixt  it  felf  and 
jm,fhall  be  taken  out  of  the  way ,  there’s  great  hopes 
Jhat  we  {hall  with  more  eafe  and  fleadinefs  center  upon 
Jim  alone.  He  that’s  at  a  (land  which  of  two  friends 
are  of  contrarie  parties)  he  fhould  adhere  to  >  may 
Duickly  be  refolved,  when  he  finds  one  of  them  forfaking 
bun,  the  other  flicking  to  him  at  bis  greateft  need  :  when 
we  have  found  there  was  a  lye  in  our  right  hand ,  it  may 

drive 


> 


w 


v. 


(I08)  i 

drive  us  moft  effe3uallie  to  the  true  and  evcrlivin*  God 
Nothing  but  wilful  fottiibnefs  could  any  longer  make  it 
a  queftion,  whether  God  or  Baal  was  to  be  followed  wh  J 
they  faw  to  what  difgrace  the  Idol  had  expos’d  ht 
Priefts,  whom  he  could  neither  hear  nor  help,  and  ho* 
palpably  he  was  witneft  againft  by  fire  from  heaven.  aJ 
if  it  was  pofiible  for  any  of  you  to  be  fo  weak ,  as  in  thl 
leaf!  to  bale  betwixt  two  Opinions ,  whether  God  or  thl 
World  was  to  be  followed  with  greateft  earneftnefs,  itn- 
brac’t  with  moft  affeaion ,  I  hope  the  controverfie  is 
now  fully  at  an  end.  You  fee  what  a  God  the  World  is, 
that  cannot  defend  its  felf,  much  lefs  its  followers :  but , 
the.  Lord  Jehovah  is  flill  as  good,  and  powerful,  and  fuffi/l 
cienty  as  ever  he  was,  and  will  lb  remain  forever,;! 
Snail  not  then* all  rhe  love  and  confidence  you  had  feat® 
tered  away  and  mi  fplac’c  upon the  Creature,  berecof 
levied  tneoce,  and  fixe  upon  him,  who  fas  you  may  noti^ 
plainly  fee)  only  deferves  it ,  and  who  only  can  requitf-' 
it?  How  can  you  novvehufe  but  fay  within  your  felvese 

ff  ell  y fine  e  tne  World  hath  thus  taken  its  farewell ,  and  filed  Jtt 
way  y  wtoy  fihould  we  fallow  it  with  fighs  and  tears ,  and  refttfs 
to  be  comforted  becaufe  it  is  not  ?  Why  fihould  we  mourn  fortkM t;| 
which  hath  profited  us  fo  little ,  and  been  no  more  kind  no'* 
faithful  to  us  ?  Not  rather  let  us  ft  down  and  bewail  ourfol&i 
in  over-loving  fuch  trifles  y  than  he  guilty  of  worfe  in  languid 
ing  after  them,  when  we  have  found  that  they  are  finch ;  ante |, 
with  thefie  tears  in  our  eyes  let  us  betake  our  [elves  to  our  levin 
and  good  God  ,  from  whom  our  hearts  have  too  much  mtw 
dredy  and  be  fee  ch  him  to  take  them  wholly  to  himfielfy  m} 
never  mure  fuff >r  them  to  dote  upon  fo  unworthy ,  unfiuitable  <&?. 

Mis.  And  indeed  what  way  have  you  tefc,  if  you  if 
all  confult  for  your  own  intereft,  but  thus  to  retire  m 
God?  If  you  fiiould  yet  rather  cleave  to  the  Remnant^ 
of  your  Efiates,  or  fordfie  your  felves  with  hopes  of  rcy 

covering  them,  and  from  thefe  grounds  fetch  your  chic:, 

lupporc, ' 
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fupport,  as  carnal  ones  do,  you  do  but  more  hazard  the 
lofs  of  all,  and  the  utter  blafiing  of  thefe  hopes. 

| ,  •  If  you  indeed  belong  to  God,  hee’l  throw  down  ail 
'  your  fortreffes,  and  drive  you  out  of  all  your  holds,  but 
i  hee’l  recover  you  to  himfelf.^  If  ingenuity  will  not  bring 
you,  neceflitie  fhall.  And  is  it  not  Fatherly  love  that  thus 
:  concerns  it  felf  with  you  ,  and  brings  you  under  the  hap- 
l  py  difcipline  of  hisfamilie,  and  will  leave  no  means 
{  untryed,  rather  than  fuffer  you  to  remain  at  fuch  an  hurt- 
i  ful  diftance  from  him.  And  how  great  is  his  goodnefs,that 
t  he  will  fo  readilie  receive  and  welcome  us,  upon  our  re® 
i  turn  to  him  after  all  our  ftrayings ;  yea,  although  we  are 
thus  fetcht  back  again  by  a  kind  of  necelfity?  Might  he 
i|  not  juftlie  upbraid  us  with  our  former  unthankful  and 
T  unkind  behaviour?  that  we  were  fo  ftrange  to  him 
|  inthedayof  our  profperity  »  and  liv’d  as  if  we  had  no 
i  great need  of  him,  that  we  came  not  to  him  till  all  our 
s  other  lovers  had  forfaken  us  j  might  he  not  therefore  bid 
I  us,  now  go  to  them  in  the  day  of  our  extremity,  and  fee 
j.  what  they  can  do  for  us?  But  fo  gracious  is  his  Nature* 

1  that  he  treats  us  not  after  this  rate,  as  in  Juftice  he- 
i  might;  but  is  ready  to  give  us  the  fame  loving  enter¬ 
tainment  ,  that  the  Father  in  the  Gofpel  did  to  his  Prodi¬ 
gal  Son. 

I  To  conclude  then,  Will  not  this  prove  a  lingular  mer¬ 
cy,  to  have  your  Husks  remov’d  ,  that  fo  you  may  be 
brought  into  your  Fathers  arms,  and  live  more  upon  the 
fubftantial  latisfying  bread  that  is  in  his  houfe  ?  Will 
you  not  acknowledge  it  to  proceed  fr<?m  love,  that  when 
you  attended  not  as  you  ought  to  more  gentle  calls,  God 
hath  dealt  with  you  much  like  as  Abfalm  with  Joah7 
who  when  he  haa  twice  Cent  for  him  in  vain,  fee  fire  on 
his  Field  to  bring  him  away?  And  be  fure,  God  calls 
you  not  thus  earnefilie  to  him  upon  any  trivial  bufinefs ; 
wifdome  and  goodnefs  Ihine  forth  in  all  his  agings :  And 

III.  '  4  'V  will 
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Irill  you  not  Toon  own  them  in  this,  when  you  fliall  here¬ 
by  be  put  upon  making  up  your  lofles  out  of  God  him- 
felf,  upon  fearching  more  diiigentlie  than  ever  you 
did,  whatthereistbbefound  in  him  that  will  fupport 
andfatisfiea  man  that  hath  nothing  elfe  to  truft  to? 
Will  it,  do  you  think,  make  nothing  for  your  intereft,by 
thefe  fearches  to  attain  clearer  apprehenfionsof  the  bot- 
tomlefs  treafures  of  goodnefs  to  be  had  in  God  ,  and  of 
his  moft  perfedf  adequate  fuitablenefs  to  the  humane 
foul?  When  moreover,  you  (hall  be  brought  to  live 
more  fingly  upon  him,  to  converfe  more  feelinglie  with 
him,  and  fhall  better  relifh  thofe  fureft  pleafures  of  his 
prefence  and  fervice »  and  Oiall  be  more  follicitous  than 
ever  to  m  ike  fure  that  he  is  yours,  and  to  walk  fo ,  that 
you  may  keep  your  Evidences  clear?  Is  he  worthy  the 
name  of  aChriftian,  that  if  thefe  priviledges  were  to  be 
bought,  would  not  willinglie  part  with  all  he  had  to  ob¬ 
tain  them  ?  Why  then  Ihould  not  you  as  willinglie  part 
with  what  God  fees  fit  to  remove;  in  order  to  his  giving 
in  the  fame?  Efiate’s  fweety  but  Life's  [wetter ,  faith  the 
Marriner,  when  he  throws  his  goods  overboard  to  pre¬ 
serve  his  temporal  life ;  and  will  not  you  chearfullie 
bear  as  much  for  the  advancement  of  a  Spiritual  and  Di¬ 
vine  Life  ?  And  if  thefe  prove  indeed  the  fruits  of  Gods 
prefent  dealings  with  you,  will  you  not  be  found  as  much 
beholden  to  this  Fire  he  fent(excepting  only  a  local  tran- 
flicion)  as  Elias  was  to  his  Fiery  Chariot,  whilft  it  thus 
refines  you  from  your  earthlinefs ,  and  carries  yonr  fouls 
fo  much  nearer  to  God  > 

5,  Butlaftly ,  The  benefit  of  this  Providence  may 
hereafter  more  fully  appear,  in  that  it  may  prove  an  happy 

means  of  preparing  you  for  fome  further  tryals  that  God  fhall 
call  you  to,  or  for  death  it  felf,  whenever  it  fhall  befall  you. 

Though  you  Ihould  not  now  fo  well  know  what  God  is 
doing  wich  you,  yet  you  may  know  hereafter :  He  only, 
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in  whole  hands  out  times  are :  ,  can  tell'what  dai«  Vou 
may  be  referved  for ,  and  what  it  may  cod  y0U  faithfully 
to  follow  the  Lamb  in  the  way  that  he  hath  led  and  pre 
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fcrib’d  you.  And  perhaps  he  faw  you  more  encaiWed  i« 
the  affairs  of  this  life,  than  is  fit  for  thofe  that  have 
your  warfare  to  accomplifh ,  and  more  than  would  fuf- 
fer  you  to  pleafe  hLm  whofe  Souldiersyou  are.  The  way 
that  is  yet  behind  for  you  to  walk  over,  may  be  fo  rough 
and  untrod,  that  whild  you  were  laden  with  thick  clay 
you  could  noc  have  been  able  to  make  progrefs  therein 
and  therefore  may  you  berendred  more  light  and  fit  for 
travel  ;  the  weight. which  pred  you  down  being  taken  a* 
way,  even  an  earthlie  load  without  you,  and  the  Greater 
load  of  carnal  affe&ions  from  within.  In  times  of  fuf- 
fering  for  the  truth,  there  s  nothing  ordinarily  proves  & 
more  dangerous  fnare  than  a  great  ertate.  it  had  been 
happy,  for  ought  I  know,  for  the  young  man  in  the  Go- 
fpel,  if  all  his  pofleifions  had  been  burnt  before  he  came 
I  toChrid;  he  had  then,  at  lead,  wanted  that  temptation 1 
;  which  made  him  go  away  forrowful.  And  as  happy  had  it 
been  for  many  another,  if  their  riches  had  been  lent  the 
fame  way ,  before  they  were  call'd  to  lofe  them  for 
Urn  I :  tor  then  we  may  probably  fuppofe,  they  had  noc 
fort^en  him  ror  love  of  thispreient  world,  which  non® 
are  fo  apt  to  c/o,  as  they  who  have  mod  in  it  to  cleave  to. 
in  St.  fames  his  time,  it  was  the  rich  men  that  were  op- 
Fedors  and  perfecucors  ,  whild  the  poor  onlie  were 
Confedors  and  Martyrs,  Jam.  2 .  5,  <5, 7.  And  fo  in  all 
times  ic  is  ufuai.  How  know  you  then  but  God  hath  ta- 

tvJ  frT  m  Y°c  ’  kLaft  in  a  da?  of  criaI  ^  fhould 

have  drawn  you  away  from  him.  Thus  may  the  burning 

of  your  houfes  enable  you  the  better  to  burn  at  a  ftaket 
f  ever  you  diould  be  call’d  cod  ;  and  fo  one  Fiery  Tryd 
would  fir  you  for  another.  But  though  you  efcape  this, 
1"'  eath  yQn  cann°t  efcape-  and  to  behold  iti  this 

^  manner 
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manner  the  Funeral  of  worldlie  wealth  and  glorie ,  may 
very  much  prepare  you  for  your  own.  The  greater  trou- 
hies  you  meec  with  in  your  journey  ,  will  they  not  make 
you  long  the  more  for  your  journeys  end?  When  the 
Traveller  finds  his  money  fail  fhort,or  himfelf  tired  out 
with  the  length  and  badnefs  of  his  way  ,  then  he  falls 
more,  heartilie  to  wilhing  himfelf  at  home  ;  Not  that 
you  ought  in  one  of  Jonah's  Pets  to  rake  on,  and  defire 
by  all  means  to  die  prefemlie,  becaufe  your  Gourds  are 
withered,  your  flouriflfing eftates  faded  away*  None  or- 
dinariiie  are  more  unfit,  and  if  che  truth  was  known, 
more  unwilling  to  die  ,  chan  they  who  in  a  difeontented 
mood  are  wilhing  themfelves  dead 5  for  it  muft  be  love 

I  J  / 

to  heaven*  more  than  wearinefs  of  the  earth,  that  can 
confer  this  fitnefs ,  and  this  willingnefs.  But  yet  with¬ 
out  queftion,  you  may  make  this  improvement  of  all  the 
fmart  and  wearinefs  you  feel,  thereby  to  be  fet  a  longing 
after  the  promifed  cafe  and  reft.  Thofe  defires  after 
death,  which  proceed  from  a  ferious  apprehenfion  of  the 
Worlds  vanity,  and  its  unfitnefs  to  be  your  refting  place, 
and  are  hounded  with  a  fubmiffion  to  Gods  Will ,  are 
not  oc'.ie  lawful,  but  commendable ;  and  you  may  e- 
feem  it  a  mercie  to  have  them  quickned  :  Perhaps  whilft 
your  prefent  ft  ate  was  pleafant  and  defirable ,  you  found 
it  fomething  difficult  to  get  heartilie  willing  to  leave  it, 
ortoreprefent  to  your  felf  any  other  condition  fo  much 
better,  'it  might  make  you  defirous  to  pare  with  this :  But 
now,  I  hppe,  this  dilficulde  is  much  abated,  if  not  whol- 
Sie  removed.  If  you  found  fuch  plentiful  and  pleafing  en¬ 
tertainment  in  your  Inne,  that  you  began  to  think  of  a- 
biding  there,  and  to  grow  forgetful  of  your  own  home, 
will  you  not  be  of  another  mind  when  you  have  met 
with  rougher  ufage  ?  It  is  not  Lazarus  his  hard  fare,  but 
Dives  his dailie  dainties ,  and  fuch  like  Bands  of  love* 

which  chain  poor  creatures  to  the  World.  Moreover, 
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,c  IS  to  be  confidered ,  that  at  Death  you  mull  have  un 
oetgone  the  fame,  and  a  greater  trial  than  now you 
have  done,  m  leaving  that  which  hath  now  left  *  " 
and  then  to  have  found  your  heart  flicking  to  the  „eV 
ture,  and  unwilling  to  bee  torn  from  it,  wouldn't 
been  much  more  grievous  to  you.  Far  fafer  ir  i,  ,h,r 
our  Bladders  flip  from  under  us  in  the  ihallow  water* 

%  trie  ^rsbill  with  left  hazard ,  than  in  the 

,  deep ,  where  wee  muft  either  fwim  or  drown.  By  this 

1  «P'n,en‘c  ^  h'd  of  yourfelves ,  how  you  can 

»  u  weeaknSCOre  °f  ‘hcW°rId>  if^  ^ve  fo’uud  ut 
.  your  weakness,  you  areyetm.a  capacitie  of  looking  our 

I  for  help,  and  getting  better  provided  for  your  laft  neat 

2  'ocounK[;  ' or  if  you  have  difcovered  flrength  ,  vou°m« 

2 feteXfe,,MnKpt£l ’  and boldlie  ^drefs  your 

'  f,f'r  ]0yom  fHt lrieVotiS  >  may  afterwards  yield 
iifthe  peaceable  fruits  of  right  eoufnefs  to  thofe  that  ew  -r  j 

dnlTihe.  therefore  ic  feems  no  wayabfurd  ro  ap- 

^«,*“/eilh?rta??n  ■°  y0n’  w!l'ch  we  finde,  J„».  mo 

nlrJhTki  (  T  d<gw  CJ'’0t0n!y  be  con'"m.  ) 

afeive7lmiot?,h,Vhl':”ay>CCrue  tothe  fufferers  them- 
c on  thegood  that  may  hereby  be  done  to  o-hers  •  Ss 

lifiignal  Providence  may  tend  to  awaken  o„,t1s  , 
quicken  Xc  a ^eferious  r?dMt',?n  ?  ‘Tt,eift 

of  terrifying  fome^arelefs'finners  ff  ^  3  ^ 

•  wickednefs 6  and  kri*,  •  ll25eis  uom  their  waies  of 
«°y  fitch  work  as  this  m  Tlf' a  h°“*  t0  God'  * 

'  «  to  the  Nation,  and  God  fawfc”'  ’  t"  3  TTg  glv* 
*ng  of  our  MecroDoP<?  '  whnn?  ,  ,t0^°  ltby  the  burrj- 

fent  that  your  houfes  Jhnn)f  LoUiJ  X°’J  not  f*eely  con- 
your  fiouies  ihould  go  in  with  others ,  for  th, 
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accomplifhment  of  his  Will  ?  If  their  deflation  may 
be  any  means  of  preventing  the  overthrow  of  the  King- 
dome;  yea,  or  keep  any  poor  foul  out  of  eternal  burning; 
You  have  no  caufe  to  finde  fault  with  their  being  laid 
out  fo  well.  And  if  any  one  Ihould  think  it  might  have 
conduc’tmore  to  thefeends,  to  have  Tingled  out  the 
dwellings  of  the  prophanell  linners ,  and  ma  e  t  em 
warnings  tothe  red,  fparing  all  fuch  as  feared  God: 
They  may  do  well  to  remember  ,  thatic  becomes  not 
them  to  preferibe  to  infinite  wifdome,  what  waies  to 
take  for  the  bringing  about  his  own  defigns ;  which  de«. 
figns  we  are  far  from  knowing  perfectly ,  and  left  per-./ 
feftly  can  we  tell ,  what  means  are  beft  fuited  for  the  | 
comparing  of  them.  But,  1  fuppoie ,  l  have  faid  fo 
much  of  the  benefits,  thar  may  hereby  be  given  in  to  true. 
Chriftians ,  as  may  fufficiently  demonftrate , .  that  this  I 
cloud,  as  dark  as  it  is,  hath  a  bright  fide  ilumng  upon  “ 
Gods  people,  which  may,  in  icskinde  ,  do  them  as  much 
fervice,  as  the  Pillar  of  Fire  did  to  the  Ifraehtes  m  their 
March;  WhiPfithey,  that Egyptian- like,  are  cloud¬ 
ed  with  the,  mills  of  wickednefs  and  errour ,  neither  per- 
ceive  the  benefit  they  enjoy,  nor  partake  of  it.  And 

though  fuch  blinds  Atheitts,  or  inconfidente  ones,  may  : 
to  thei  r  own  hurt ,  mif-conftrue  the  methods  of  Provi-  jj 

dence,  in  ladling  the  good  and  fparing  the  a  ,  or  ®  r 

ing  alike  with  both;  yea,  though  upright* en  themfe  ve  . 
may  be  fomewhac  afionied  at  tbs  yet  jb all  the  ^ocenfr  % 
tsp  fomfelf  atainft the  Hypocrite ;  the  righteous  alioJhallhoU i 
on  his  waies^  and  he  that  hath  clean  hands  Jhall  be  fir  onge  k 
and  frronaer ,  Job  17.  *,  9-  And  thus,  I  hope  ,  fhould  I  j* 
fay  no  more  ,  I  have  Ihewed  you  abundant  ground  fo  .j 
patience  and  quietnefs  under  the  hand  of  God.  Since 

1  (t)  ic  is  the  hand  of  God,  who  cannot  wrong  you,* 

and  therefore  gives  you  no  caufe  to  murmur.  4 

fa)  This  hand  of  God  hath  noc  hurt  you,  an  1 


fore  gives  you  no  caufe  to  complain. 

(  3)  Jc  may  greatly  profit  you, and  fo  rather  gives  you 
caufe  to  be  thankful.  T wo  or  three  Confiderations  more 
I  have  to  fudged,  which  I  ih all  with  more  brevity  di- 
fpatch,  having  ftood  fo  long  on  thefe.  ' 

4.  Though  your  fufferings  themfelves  cannot ,  yet 
your  impatience  under  them  may  very  much  hurt  you ,  nhiffl 
on  the  other  fide,  your  patience  mil  equally  turn  to  your  ad* 
vantage.  And  this  may  lufikiently  infiruft  you ,  if  you 
have  any  refpeft  to  your  own  interell ,  outward  or  in¬ 
ward,  which  to  choofe.  To  purfue  this  in  a  particular  in- 

ftance  or  two.  ....  , 

(1  )  By  quarrelling  with  Gods  Will  in  his  proceed¬ 
ings,  you  add  fin  to  your  afflictions,  and  thereby  put  a  (ling 
intothem,  that  may  do  you  that  mifchief,  which  other- 
wife  they  never  could.  What  think  you  is  a  fin ,  if  this 
be  not,  to  be  difcontent  with  any  thing  which  God  fhall 
do  with  you  ?  Do  you  not  feem  fo  far  to  accufe  him  of 
want,  either  of  wifdome,  faithfulnefs,  or  goodnefs,  and 
fo  of  want  of  fitnefs  and  right  to  bee  your  Governour  ? 
And  what's  this,  but  to  defire  that  your  affairs  were  in 
your  own  hands,  asif  then  you  could  order  them  becter  ? 
And  have- you  not  reafon  to  fupprefs  the  very  firft  motions 
which  have  fo  much  wickednefs,  rebellion,  and  little  lefs 
thanblafphemie  in  them?  You  may  remember  here,what  I 
have  formerly  faid,  to  demonftrate  that  fin  is  the  greateft 
mifchief  that  can  light  upon  the  foul  of  man.  If  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  Divine  Will,  in  all  expreffbns  of  it,  be  his 
only  intereft,  then  to  refill  this  Will,  muft  needs  be  his 
greateft  mifery  ?  Verily,  there  is  no  fucha  deformed 
monftrous  fight  in  the  whole  world  ,  as  to  behold  a  crea¬ 
ture  rifingup  againft  his  Maker ,  and  entring  into  a  fo- 
lemn  war  with  Heaven  it  felf;  whether  it  be  in  viol  ating 
his  gracious  precepts ,  or  repining  at  his  wife  providen¬ 
ces.  And  the  very  howling  of  Wolves  >  or  croaking  of 
■'  •'  H  3  Toads, 
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To<us,  is  a  thoufand  times  more  acceptable  noife  than 
to  hear  men  complain  and  fpeak  ill  of  the  bleffed  and  oo*d 
Ood ,  or  any  of  his  waies :  For  their  noife,  be  it  nevw  fo 
harih,  is  natural  to  them;  btjc  this  harflier  voice  of  mur- 

fmr,no  >  1S  moft  unnatural ,  and  a  very  breaking  0f  the 
harmony  of  the  Creation ,  which  confifts  in  a  fweet  and 
cnearful  obedience  of  all  creatures  to  him,  from  whom 
they  receiv  d  their  beings,  faculties,  conditions,  andem- 
pl  oy  meats;  and  in  their  conftant  celebrations  of  his  boun- 
t  ie ,  according  to  their  feveral  capacities.  Is  not  the 
cumb  meeknefs  of  a  Lamb  more  grateful  to  all  men, 
than  the  roarings  and  ftrivings  of  a  Swine  ?  Efpecially 
vvnen  kindnefs,  rather  than  violence,  is  offered  to  us 
however  our  falfe  opinions  reprefent  it.  Want  of  rea- 
ion  may  excufe  the  firuglings  of  a  Bruit ,  when  you  go 
to  pluck  a  1  horn  out  of  his  foot,  or  do  him  any  the  like 
courcefie  ;  butfuch  bruitifhnefs  in  a  Reasonable  C/ea- 
ture,  is  inexcufable  !  Believe  itj  Sirs,  fuch  unfeemly 
carriage  as  this ,  is  infinitely  worfe  in  the  thing  it  felf , 
dna  mote  difgracei  ul  to  you  in  the  eyes  of  Sod  and  good 
men,  than  your  lofing  all  the  monie  and  goods  you  had 
m  the  world :  This  meannefs  of  fpirit ,  is  another  kinde 
of  unhappinefs  and  difhonour,  than  any  other  povertie. 
But  on  the  contrarie ,  to  bear  up  under  Gods  hand  with 
patience  and  courage ,  is  a  greater  commendation  and 
priviledge,  than  to  abound  in  all  riches.  Whatever  the 
world  may  think,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  mtl  of  God  under  any  f  offering ,  is  a  greater  blef- 
fing)  than  to  have  been  fe  cured  from  that  fuff erinq.  To  bee 

content  with  ficknefs  as  it  comes  from  God  ,  is  a  greater 
mercie  than  to  bee  in  health;  and  fo  patience  under  all 
your  Ioffes,  is  a  greater  happinefs  than  to  have  loft  no¬ 
thing;  For  the  worft  of  men  may  partake  of  tbefe  tem¬ 
poral  favours;  but  good  men  only  are  enricht  with  fo  ex¬ 
cellent  a  fpirit.  This  tried  and  approved  Faith  and  Pa - 
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ticnce ,  Me  much  more  furious  than  the  Gold  that  is  tryed 
(  or  chan  all  that  you  have  loft)  by  the  fire .  How  worthie 
and  commendable  a  thing  is  it ,  for  a  Chriftian  in  the 
loweft,  poore(l,and  moft  aflflifted  ftate,  ftill  to  chink  and 
fpeak  as  well  and  honourable  of  God  ,  who  hath  brought 
him  into  it,  as  ever  before  he  was  wont  ?  To  Apologize 
for  that  Providence  which  hee  fmarts  under ,  and  to  let 
Speftators  know ,  that  hee  difcercs  fo  much  equitie  and 
mercieinic  ,  that  he  cannot  chufe  but  fubmic  thereto  ? 
Might  you  not  hereby  do  more  to  vindicate  God  before^ 
the  world,  than  any  other,  by  bare  difcouriing  can  ?  And 
by  your  praftiee  might  condemn  and  fhame  all  thofe  un- 
manlie  ones  that  aft  contrariiie;  and  may  convince 
themfelves  and  others ,  that  it  is  from  the  weaknefs  of 
their  Faith,  the  falfenefsof  their  opinions,  and  the  un- 
rulincfs  of  their  paflions,  that  they  keep  fuch  a  complain¬ 
ing  ,  and  not  from  any  real  caufe  that  God  hath  given 
them.  This  you  may  teach  them  more  effeftnalty  than 
another  out  of  your  condition  can  :  For  they  are  prefer c- 
Iy  apt  to  reply  to  fuch  a  one  ,  If  yon  was  in  my  cafe ,  yon 
would  be  as  bad  your  felf;  but  when  they  fee  one  in  the 
like  cafe,  whofe  carriage  is  fo  unlike  theirs,  they  will  the 
fooner  bee  puc  to  filence ,  and  fee  upon  imitation  of  it. 
And  would  not  this,  do  you  think,  very  much  endear  you 
to  God,  to  behold  in  you  fuch  a  love  for  himfelf,  fuch  a 
liking  of  his  aftions,  and  fuch  a  zeal  for  his  honour? 
How  do  we  finde  him,  as  it  were,  gloryihgof  cheperfe- 
verance  of  his  Champion  Job,  to  Satan  his  Accuferdn  that 
heheldfaft  his  integrity,  although  h<s  eftate  was  ddlroy- 
ed,  Job  2.3.  And  does  not  both  God  and  Satan  now  look 
upon  you,  coobferve  how  you  will  behave  your  felves  j> 
and  will  it  not  pleafe  and  glorifieGod,vex  and  confound 
Satan  ,  to  behold  your  carriage,  like  that  holy  mans  ? 
How  acceptable,  alfoj  will  it  bee  to  the  Lord  Jefus ,  to 
fee  you  tranferibe  the  copy  he  fee  you,  to  wallas  he  walhu 
when  upon  earth,  and  to  carry  your  felves  as  hee  wont  i 

™  4  ■  s  under 
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under  all  the  (offerings  he  met  with  in  it  ?  And  if  the  eve  I 
of  the  Prince,  or  General ,  will  infufe  valour  into  the  j 
loul  of  the  verieft  Coward ,  fhali  it  not  animate  and  raife 
your  fpirics,  to  remember  what  Spe&ators  you  have,  be-  ! 
fides  the  Inhabitants  of  this  lower  world  ?  Even  Godhim- 
felfj  and  Chrift,  and  all  the  holy  Angels,  You  need  not 
fure  bee  told,  how  much  you  are  concern’d  to  gain  the 
good  liking  of  thefe ,  and  how  much  weight  there  is  in 
then’  approbation  ;  nor  on  the  other  fide  ,  how  fad  and  f 
ihametul  it  would  bee  for  you  ,  to  have  all  thefe  alha»  I 
med  ot  you,  for  your  Cowardize  and  fainting.  I 

(  2  )  Be  fide  the  hurt  that  comes  to  your  inward  man ,  f 
you  will  finde  no  be  he  fit  to  your  outward  concerns ,  by  froward-  J| 
nefs  and  imfatienee.  He  that  tumbles  and  firives,  like  a  t 
wilde  Bull  In  a  net ,  will  never  the  fooner  dif-entangle  I 
himlelf.  There’s  nothing  co  bee  gotten  of  God  by  this  | 
courie.  He  that  tpar’d  not  his  Rod ,  though  hee  knew  it  in! 
might  dilpleafe  you,  will  not  take  it  off  meerly  becaufe  i 
you  are  nor  pleas’d  with  it.  WifeParents,  though  ne-  i 
ver  fo  tender ,  ufe  not  to  have  regard  to  all  the  foolifh  a! 
palfions  and  defires  or  their  Children :  and  as  little  rea-  ;.! 
fon  is  there,  that  God  thouldgive  heed  to  yours:  For  |( 
are  they  any  better  than  cbiidifh ,  whileft  the  great  k 
ground  of  them  _  (to  give  no  other  proof  )  is,  that  world-  k 
jy  things  are  pfirifhing  and  tranfitory;  or,  that  according  l 
to  their  nature, they  are  pad  away  from  you.  Now  whac  || 
weaknefs  wou Id  you  account  it,  for  any  man  to  fit  weep-  u 
Jngfor  a  beautiful  Flower,  becaufe  it  withers  in  his  ’!l 
hand,  and  becaufe  the  winter-cold  will  not  permit  him  51 
to  have  his  fair  Tulips  and  fweet  Rofes  ?  Or  to  affuff  J 
himfelf,  becaufe  the  Moon  waxes  and  wanes,  and  will  % 
not  alwaies  abide  in  the  Full  ?l  What  relief  wouldyou  J 
have  given  to  this  fond  mourner  ?  Should  the  feafons  of  ? 
the  year,  or  rhe  courfe  of  nature  be  alter’d  to  gratifie  his  L 
humour?  And  do  you  not  know  that  there  are  changes 
ia  Sublunary  things,  as  well  as  in  the  Moon?  Seafons 
-  '  .  ^  -  \  1  and 
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and  Viciflfitudes  in  our  condition,  as  well  as  in  the  year  ? 


And  both  proceed  from  the  fame  wifdome ,  though  they 
appear  not  alike  regular  and  conftant*  There  is  a  Day 
and  Night,  a  Winter  and  Summer,of  profperity  and  ad- 
verfityG  fpeak  of  things  without  us.) And  of  thefe  we  may 
fay,  as  the  Plafmift  of  the  other,  fpeaking  to  God  j  The 

day  is  thine,  the  night  alfo  is  thine  •'  Then  haft  made  fummer 
and  rrinter ,  *P/V.  74.  1  <5, 17.  And  is  there  any  reafon 
that  he  (hould  alter  the  feafons ,  and  change  the  nature 
of  things,  or  the  courfe  of  his  providence ,  for  the  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  every  man  that  is  not  pleafed  with  it  ?  Or  if 
this  fhould  feem  too  notional,  you  may  eafily  apprehend, 
that  peeviflmefs  and  ftubbornnefs,  may  provoke  God  ra¬ 
ther  to  continue ,  than  ceafe  from  lafhing  you.  ’Tisno 
diferetion  in  a  Parent ,  to  fpare  the  Rod  alwaies  when 
the  Childe  cries ,  ( the  Wife  man  advifes  the  contrary  ) 
much  lefs  to  difmifle  him  vvhil’ft  he  is  ftomacbfui :  And 
why  fliould  yoa  think  the  Father  of Spirits  will  leave  you  , 
till  he  hath  brought  you  into  better  fubje^ion  to  him  ?  It 
|  feems  by  your  carriage,  there  is  much  corruption  left  in 
the  Soul  to  be  drawn  out :  and  the  fame  mercy  that  ap¬ 
plied  a  Corrafive  bccaufe  it  was  needful ,  is  like  to  hold 
[  ^  on  whilft  it  is  fo.  But  when  the  cure  is  wrought,  when 
patience  hath  had  its  perfect  work  within  you ,  you  are 
nearer  to  a  freedome  from  that,  which  hath  been  the  ex- 
ercife  of  your  patience.  When  the  Childe  is  brought  to 
kifs  the  Rod,  the  Father  is  wont  to  lay  it  down.  When 
you  can  heartily  fay  to  God  ,  Thy  Will  bee  done ,  you  are 


liklieft  to  hear  from  him,  Be  it  to  thee  as  thou  wilt.  For  they 


hold  creature-comforts  fafteft,  who  fit  loofeft  from 
them  ;  they  deferve  them  beft ,  and  are  in  the  leaft  dan- 
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tender  mercy.  James  $ .  1 1 .  And  none  tafte  fooner,  or 
nsore  plenteoufly  of  this  pity  and  mercy,  than  they  who 
are  rnoft  perfe&ly  fubdued  to  his  pleafure. 

(  3  )  They  that  give  way  to  impatience ,  if  they  will 
but  have  while  to  look  into  tbemfelves,  may  eafily 
difcernwhat  harm  there  is  in  it,  if  it  werefor  nothing  elfe, 
but  that  continual  difquiet  and  inward  torment  wherewith  it 
is  mended.  The  paffionare  man,as  well  as  the  cruel}trour 
Metbhisomflefh.  The  mortfa&ious  Souldierin  an  Ar¬ 
my,  or  fcdicious  Citizen  in  a  Common-wealth ,  cannot 
raife  half  thofeftirs  and  tumults  there,  as  unruly  paflions 
do  in  a  Soul.  What  mire  and  dirt  do  they  continually 
caftup?  And  how  do  they  unfit  us  for  duty  to,  andcon- 
verfe  with) both  God  and  our  Brother,  and  embitter  all 
the  comforts  we  enjoy  ?  There  is  no  Nero  nor  Phalaris 
in  the  world,  fo  ingenioufly  cruel ,  as  man  when  he  be¬ 
comes  his  own  Tormentor.  He  does  worfe  by  far ,  than 
the  Queen  we  are  told  of,  who  held  an  Afp  to  her  breaft: 
for  hee  maintains  a  gnawing  Worm  continually  within 
him,  which  is  near  a  kin  to  that  we  read  of  ,  which  never 
dies.  Though  affliction  might  make  his  flefh  fmart ,  yet 
it  could  not  fo  pierce  his  foul,  did  not  hehimfelf  drive 
it  in;  putting  vexation  into  the  creature,  which  is  vanity, 
A  Sword,  which  hee  findes  flicking  in  his  Clothes ,  hee 
madly  thrufts  forward,  and  therewith  ftabs  himfelf  to  the 
heart,  A  Spider>which  was  fain  into  his  Cup ,  whence  it 
might  have  been  gently  taken  without  any  hurt ,  bee 
fqueezes  and  fwallows  down,  topoifcn  himfelf,  if  pofii- 
ble,  therewith.  How  elfe  could  it  be,  that  mens  lofing 
of  their  eflates ,  fhould  make  them  lofe  their  wits  too  ? 
Sure  there’s  no  fuch  connexion  betwixt  their  mony  and 
their  reafon,  that  they  muft  ftand  and  fall  together.  But 
thebufinefsis,  they  fit  poring  upon  their  troubles,  and 
reprefenting  them  tothemfelves  fo  dreadfully  ,  till  their 

fpirics  are  overwhelmed,  and  their  brains  weakned  there¬ 
by  • 


if 
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by :  Like  a'foolifti  man ,  who  fhould  get  a  gum  . 
Preten ts  Spedators  with  hideous  fights  and  fll/il  —  £ 
Moaflers  and  Devils,  and  then  ftand  gazing  tf, 
with  the  very  horrout,  hee  goes  befides  himfelf  nj'  ,J 

though  1  hope  none  that  feat  (Sod ,  are  capabfe  ofS 
1  «orbitancies  of  paffion,  yet  let  them  beware  of  the  S 
rtfings  «d  buWtngs  up  thereef  in  the  fou,  ,etftt£« 

i  f“uld,  f"el1 10  *  boiflerous  Sea,  whofe  waves  they  wiH 

,  difficultly  reprefs  and  calm.  Thus  you  fee  the  inord" 

:  nat tfanm  of  the  world,  work;  death,  whilft  by  hlieiiun  ,n 

,  hm .that correas us, » live, Heh.x And liveindeed 

'  a«  won't  anRv  Lr,?K  '  d/COnIeDKd’  feklym;„des 
1  are  wont.  By  faience  wee  dotruly  fcjfe/s  our  fouls  and 

,  enjoy  our  {elves,  and  may  feel  little  alteration  wi’thb 

I  whatever  is  done  without  us.  Though  I  will  not  fay  ?•« 

I  an  caller  thing ,  to  rife  up  to  this  quiet ,  humble  frame 
i  than, t0  faI1  tnto  the  contrary ,  yet  I  may  well  fay  i*-’ 

Wch  more  for  the  eafe  of  the  Soul,  when  attain’d  to-  fo 

i  more  as  will  abundantly  recompence  all  the  n.in! 

.  taken  m  the  getting  of  it ,  and  may  well  fet  men  un 
diligence  to  thac  purpofe  :  Efpeciallyif  we  con«.  1° 

;  Was  faid  before,  that  this  is  the  neareftan ff?" 

What’s  this, but  fadmUndfeethefdlt^jT;™ : 

y  be  faved ,  in  quiet  nefs s  and  confidence  [bail  %  your  / 

mam  upon  you,  yet  there  is  infomefen^^  d  fll11  re' 

e[cayy  whilft  you  are  thus  made  able  to  fc/r  it  *a*J?4(lett  • 
13.  w  war  it,  l  Lor, 1  o. 

Laftly ,  Confider  how  by  your  unfeemlv  A  •  n- 

under  the  band  of  God,  you  lay  do  very 

believe  and  love.  What  will  the  Atheift  ^  he?rnIy tQ 
Ihe  prophane  fcoffer  fay ,  when  they  (hall 

•  '  fol- 
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fottifh  and  malicious  they  are,  that  if  they  do  but  fee  you 
in  affliaion,  they  are  ftraightway  fcornfully  demanding , 
where  is  now  their  God  ?  But  what  will  they  fay ,  if  they 
fhould  hear  you  your  felves  unbelievingly  cry  out , 
where  is  our  God?  Will  they  not  be  ready  to  cry  ,  7  huts 
the  Religion  they  make  fuch  hoajl  of,  which  you  fee  how  lutle 
it  does  for  them  in  a  day  of  extremity  :  Theytalkt  of  prmifes , 
rich  and  precious  promifes ,  bat  where  are  they  now  ?  Or  to 
what  parpofe  dotheyferve  ?  They  [aid  they  had  a  treafuretn 
Heaven,  what  ails  them  mourn  fo  then  ,  if  their  riches  bee 
there  ?  And  carnal  worldlings  will  bee  drawn  to  think , 
that  whatever  fine  talk  you  might  have  about  God  and 
Heaven,  your  hearcs  weremoft  upon  the  fame  things 
that  theirs  were,  fince  your  grief  for  their  removal,  is  as 
great  as  theirs.  They  know  by  experience,  what  a  flay 
it  is  t©  the  heart,  to  have  an  able,  faithful  friend  to  de¬ 
pend  upon,  or  to  have  hopes  of  a  great  eftate  (hortly  to 
fall  to  them;  and  theiy’l  never  be  perfwaded  ,  you  have 
any  fuch  ground  of  comforc ,  if  they  fee  you  as  much  caft 
down,  as  thofe  that  pretend  to  no  fuch  matter.  By  this 
means  the  precepts  of  Chrift  to  conftancy  and  content- 
Sen”  in  .11  eft.tes ,  will  come  tob«  lookt  upon  ( like 
thofe  of  the  Stoicks Jonly  as  Adagnifica  verbat  Brave  words, 
but  fuch  as  are  impoffible  to  bee  practis’d ;  and.  the  whole 
of  the  Gofpel  will  be  taken  for  an  Aicry  notion  ,  fince 
they  that  profefs  greateft  regard  to  it ,  are  no  more  helpt 
thereby.  Oh  what  a  flume  is  ic ,  thac  Religion  fhould 
in  this  cafe  make  no  more  difference  betwixt  man  and 
man !  That  it  Ihould  not ,  do  l  fay  ?  Yes  furely  it  will , 
where  ever  it  is  in  truth  and  power.  For  does  not  the 
effenceofit,  lyein  thefouls  being  brought  off  from  the 
world,  and  felf-will ,  to  the  love  of  God  and  fubjeai- 
©n  to  him  ?  Wherefore  fo  much  fubmUfion  to  his  will,  fo 
much  holinefs  and  religion  there  is  in  the  foul.  .  Oh  Sirs, 
tbefe  ( though  they  make  not  fuch  anoife  and  fhew  m 
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the  world)  ire  better  differences  of  a  godly  man  from  * 
wicked,  than  any  outward  profeflion  and  performances* 
( though  thefe  alfo  may  have  their  ufe  and  excellence. ) 
Wherefore  lliew  to  the  world  (  what  ever  their  common 
cenfuresare  )  that  it  is  not  fomuch  your  care  to  differ 
from  them  in  fome  by-opinions  and  little  flri&neffes,  as 
in  humility,  meeknefs,,  contempt  of  the  World  ,  and 
heavenly  mindednefs.  And  now  let  thefe  graces  dif- 
play  themfelves,  by  yourchearful,  patient  deportment 
under  all  your  grievances.  And  labour  you  to  chear  up 
your  poor  Neighbours,  and  let  them  know  what  an  un¬ 
fit  and  foolifh  thing  it  is?to  be  fo  much  concernd  for  thefe 
things,  whilft  there  are  ten  thoufand  times  greater  offer¬ 
ed  to  their  choice :  and  above  all,  fee  that  your  coun- 
fels  are  backt  by  your  examples.  This  will  force  an  ad¬ 
miration  from  beholders,  and  make  them  take  knowledge 
of  you  ,  that  you  have  been  withfeftes.  Your  belief  and 
confidence  in  the  premifes  of  the  Gofpel ,  being  thus 
made  manifeft  ,  will  honour  them  and  him  that  made 
them;  and  may  put  others  upon  enquiry,  what  it  is  in  Re¬ 
ligion  that  produceth  fucb  notable  effe& s :  As  the  brave' 
and  undaunted  behaviour  of  Primitive  Chriftians  under 
all  hardfhips  and  cruelties  ,  drew  many  Heathens  firft 
to  admire,  after  to  fearch  into,  and  embrace  Chriftiam- 
ty.  If  thefe  things  bee  well  weighed ,  you  cannot  buc 
acknowledge,  that  the  patience  and  cal  mnefs,  lam 
perfwading  you  to ,  is  much  more  for  your  intereft  both 
of  Soul  and  body,  than  the  contrary  temper  :  And  if  this 
be  granted ,  need  I  fay  any  more  to  men  of  common 
reafon ,  to  direft,  or  exhort  them,  which  to  purfue  and 
embrace.  And  fo  much  for  the  fourth  particular. 

5.  Farther  reafon  for ,  and  help  to  this  holy  frame  j 
you  may  findc  ,  If  you  will  but  take  an  impartial  view  of 
1  hofe  many  mercies ,  which  are  (till  vouch f  ■ aft  you'^  the  confi- 

deration  whereof  may  inftruft  you ,  how  unreafonable 
H  .  ■  and 
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and  dit-ingenuous  ic  is ,  to  have  your  eyes  fo  fil’d  with 
tears  for,  and  your  mindes  fo  pofleft  with  ,  the  thou°hrs 
ot  what  you  have  loft,  that  you  ftiould  overlook  andfor- 
gecwhac  you  have  left.  Efpecially  when  the  mercies 
yet  left,  are  fo  very  confiderable  as  yours  are,  both  Tem¬ 
poral  and  Spiritual.  Hit  noching,  do  you  think,  that 
your Jives  are  preferved,  though  your  livelihood  be  lef- 
lened  ?  This  was  promifed  to  Ebedmelecb  as  a  great  fa¬ 
vour  j  that  his  life  fhmld  be  given  him  for  a  prey ,  J'er.  35?. 

•I  8.  And  doubtlefs  Lot  took  it  for  fuch,  when  the_Ah°els 

t«CtUcd.  hlm  fr°m  the  flames  chat  confum’d  his  City. 
W  hen  he  was  bid  ro  efcape  for  his  Life ,  we  read  not  of 

any  Goods  that  he  carried  along  with  him.  And  chough 

this preiervation  was  more  fignaltohim  (as Noah's  alfo 

Was)  in  that  the  reft  of  the  Inhabitants  were  deftroy’d , 

yet  is  the  mereie  never  the  lefs  to  you ,  for  havin°  many 

m°re  Parta^e  hereof :  but  you  have  caufe  adminiftred 
toblelie  God,  not  only  for  your  felves ,  but  alfo  on  the 
behalf  of  your  neighbours,  friends,  and  relations;  where¬ 
as,  Let himfelf  did  not  altogether  enjoy  this  priviled°e 
hts  Sons  in  Law  periftiing  in  the  fire ,  and  his  Wife°for 
looking  back  upon  it :  Her  fault,  it’s  probable,  being  that, 
which  1  am  wiftung  you  to  avoid  ,  viz,.  That  (he  had  a 
longing  mmde  after  her  Hcmfe  and  Goods ,  inftead  of  a 
thankful  heart  for  her  Life ,  wherefore  remember  Lots 
rn\e.  But  yet  you  know, fome  there  were(though,bleffed 
be  Goa, hut  a  tew  )  that  loft  their  lives  in  the  late  Con* 
nagration,  and  that  neither  you  nor  yours  were  of  thofe 
tew,  you  owe  it  to  free  mereie  ,  and  owe  for  it  the  hear- 
tieft  thankfulnefs.  If  then  it  be  true  (what  Truth  him- 
felf  hath  told  us)  tha t  the  life  u  more  than  meat  and  the 
hdy  than  raiment,  have  you  any  reafon  to  repine’,  whilft 
the  better  is preferv’d ,  though  the  worfe  ftiould  not? 
Luc,  farther,  I  fuppofe, there  are  very  few,  if  any  of  you, 
ftnpcfo  bare  ,  as  not  to  have  food  ani  raiment ,  which 
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vvhilft  you  have,  you  are  commanded  to  be  content  and 

have  reafoh  to  bee  fo ;  you  may  fee  both ,  i  Tim.  *6  § 

Jacob’s  ambition  went  no  higher,  than  for  Bread  to  eat* 
and  Clothes  to  put  on,  Gen.  28.20.  and  have  not  yon 
thefe  ftill  ?  What  though  they  be  plain  and  homely/  if 
theyfupply  the  neceflities  of  nature ,  and  keep  you  fa 
for  the  works  you  have  to  do  in  the  world ,  what  do  you 
need froflji  them  more?  Reafon  and  Religion  will  tell 
you,  this  i$  enough ,  whatever  a  flelhly  difpofition  may 
whine  after.  Moreover,  have  you  not  health  and  ftren«th 
your  reafon  and  fenfes  >  befides  all  other  particular  mer¬ 
cies  to  your  felves  or  yours,  whereof  your  own  thout%s 

may  prefcnt  you  with  a  larger  Catalogue  than  lean  re- 
hearfe.  *o.;yJ 

And  let  me  put  it  to  your  Confcience  ,  whether  it  is 
more  feemly  for  you  that  are  eacompaft  with  fo  many 
mercies3to  own  and  admire  the  goodnefs  of  the  Donour, 
or  fadly  to  lament  the  removing  of  fomewhat  you  erZ 
joyed,and  peevifhly  to  quarrel  with  him  chat  did  it.  How 
would  you  cry  fhame  upon  fuch  carriage  among  men^ 
To  fee  any  one  repine  at  his  friend  for  calling  in  an  htm- 
dred  pound,  whilft  yet  hee  left  him  twice  as  much  in  his 
hand :  Or  for  a  Childe  to  murmur  at  his  Father ,  from 
whom  he  hath  all  his  maintenance,  for  withdrawn*  from 
him  fomething  that  hee  may  well  enough  bee  wfthout* 
i  And  how  juft  your  thankfulnefs  is  upon  account  of  whar 
you  enjoy,  will  yet  pla.niier  appear, if  you  confider,  til 
ill  you  have  proceeds  purely  from  the  kindnefs  of  your 
enefaeforj  and  that  he  can  as  eallly  remove  all,  as  any 
part;  yea,  and  may  juftly  do  it,  and  you  have  rather  dc- 

.  1  c^at  bee  Qiould  fo.  look  abroad  alfo  into  the 
wor  d,  and  obferve  muiticudesxhere  are  in  a  worf 

0  icion  than  you ;  and  look  back  upon  former  times - 
and  fee  what  ftraits  many  of  Gods  deareft  fervancs  have 
been  brought  to.  Such  of  whom  the  mrld  nas  not  »flr- 


thy. 
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thy,  found  no  better  entertainment  in  ir,  than  in  Sheep¬ 
skin*  and  Goatskin*  >  to  wander  up  and  down  in  wilder nejj'es 
and  mountains dens  and  caves  ofjhe  earth  ;  and  have  not 
you  better  raiment  and  lodging  thanfo?  Paul  tells  us 
of  himfeif,  that  he  was  in  hungrings  and  watchings,  and 
maintained  himfelf  by  the  work  of  his  hands.  Yea, 
the  Lord  Jefus  himfelf,  when  on  earth,  underwent  hun*  ’ 
gerandthirft,  watching  and  Wearinefs ,  and  had  not  fo 
much  as  where  to  lay  his  head*  And  is  the  Servant  great¬ 
er  than  his  Matter  ?  Or  {hall  he  complain  whiltt  he  hath  i 
the  fame,  or  better  ufagethan  he  ?  ’Tis  recorded  (  as  I  h 
remember)  of< ^Alexander  that  when  a.  difh  of  water  5 
was  brought  him  ,  in  a  time  when  all  his  Army  was  fore  j 
afflicted  with  thirft ,  hee  threw  it  away,  on  purpofe  to  j 
teach  them  patience  by  his  own  example.  And  (hall  not  j 
the  example  of  Jefus,  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation ,  do  j 
much  more  to  make  all  his  Souldiers  willing  to  endure  , 
hardfhip,  which  hee  hath  born  before  them?  and  hath  t 
{lie  wed  that  it  is  tolierable,and  promifed  to  ngake  it  fo  to  L 

them.  _  1 

But  bettdes  the  many  temporal  mercies  that  are  rev  | 
ferv’d  you, which  befpeak  contentment  with  your  prefent  | 
eftate,  you  have  fuch  fpiricual  priviledges ,  as  may  be  , 
ftrong  engagements  to  this  dutie.  At  what  rate  is  it  to  | 
bee  valued ,  that  you  were  born  and  brought  up  where  ^ 
the  Gofpel  is  purely  difpens’d :  not  in  India,  or  Turk,},  ^ 
where  it  is  noc  known  nor  embrac’t ;  not  in  Spain  or  ha •  l 
h,  where  it  is  fo  much  loekt  up  from  the  people  :  but  in 
England  ,  where  it  hath  been  fo  induftrioufly  publifh’d  l 
and  inculcated.  And  tell  me  what  you  think, if  thefeglad  || 
tidings  of  falvation  were  now  newly  come  to  your  ears,  ij 
difeovering  the  true  God  ,  and  the  way  to  happinefs, .1 
with  him  through  the  Me(liah,and  you  werebut  jutt  com’fl  ^ 
out  of  Heathenifh  darknefs  to  the  beholding  of  this  glo-  | 
dous  light;  would  it  not  fofyvallow  up  And  delight  your  J 

fouls,! 
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fouls ,  that  you  wcfuld  fisarce  min de  any  thing  without 
you,  nor  ever  once  more  think  of  your  loft  eflate  ,  with 
any  kinde  of  trouble  ?  Tisvery  probable  ic  might  have 
fuch  effects  upon  you,  if  receiv’d  in  the  power  of  it :  for 
we  finde  it  had  no  lefs  upon  thofe  firft  Chriftians ,  who 
fo  willingly  fold  all  they  had  ,  and  laid  it  at  the  Apoftles 
feet.  And  why  ftiould  the  Gpfpel  be  the  lefs  regarded  , 
becaufe  you  have  been  long  acquainted  with  it  ?  Its  own 
worth,  and  the  mercie  to  you  is  never  che  lefs,  and  there- 
fore  ought  your  efteem  of  it,  and  its  force  upon  you  to  be 
as  great :  Efpeciallie,  fince  rt  bath  pleafed  God  to  make 
it  cfteaual  to  your  fouls  ,  and  bi^th  thereby  brought  you 
to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  hfmfelf,  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  And  is  not  this  fuch  a  peculiar  important  fa¬ 
vour,  that  it  may  make  you  bear  any  efiing  comfortably, 
which  is  no  prejudice  to  it  ?  To  have  God  enrich  and 
adorn  you  with  the  graces  of  his  Spirit,  to  give  his  Son  to 
be  your  Husband  and  Head,  andbimfelf,  through  him 
to  become  your  loving  Father  and  fatisfying  portion  , 
what  would  you  defire,  or  what  can  you  have  more  than 
this  ?  Or  what  can  come  amifs  to  you  whilft  you  have 
it  ?  There  was  fomc  reafon  ;  though  mixe  with  harfh- 
nefs,  infl'oab  s  fpeech  to  David ,  when  hee  took  him  up 
fo  roundly  for  his  unfeafonable,  exceffive  lamentations, 
of  AbfalomS' death ,  after  a  rebellion  had  been  fuppreft 
by  the  gaining  of  a  victory,  telling  him  (  with  many  o- 
ther  words)  that  he  perceiv’d  if  »Abfolom  had  liv’d  ,  and 
til  the  peopl  died)  it  had  pleafed  him  well ,  2  Sam.  19.  6. 
And  may  not  you,  whofe  forrows  are  exceffive  for  world-, 

1  ic  ,be  jattiy  charg’d  with  as  great  fondnefs  and  fol- 
ly  ?  For  does  not  your  carriage  feem  to  fpeak ,  that  if  the 

a  lv  A  and  flour  ifbt  with  you  ,  though  all  your  other 
comforts  had  died ,  it  had  pleas'd  you  well  ?  And  does  not 
tmslhew  (  as  David  is  there  charg’d  )  that  youhvt  your, 
enemies;  and  have  bm  little  re  gar  df or  yoftr  friends' ?  For  tell' 

Ell  '  I  me. 
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me,  if  you  account  the  mercies  that  are  left:  you  of  Sore 
worth  than  thofe  that  are  fled  away  3  why  do  you  not  re- 
joycc  more  in  thofe  which  you  have  ,  than  grieve  for  the 
want  of  thefe  ?  And  may  not  God  juftly  fay  to  you  ( to 
continue  the  allulion)  that  if  you  mil  not  arife  and  he  cm- 
forte df  all  the  kjndnefs  hee  hath  hitherto  fhertn  you ,  Jhallhee  j 
withdrawn?  And  that  would  indeed  he  worfe  for  you  ,  than  j 
any  evil  that  hath  hefaln you,  from  your  youth  until  now .  Muft  j 
it  not  needs  be  highly  difpleafing  to  God,  to  fee  his  peo-  ; 
pie  not  to  be  content  with  him  alonejexcept  they  mayhave  j 
their  part  in  the  creature  as  others  have  ?  will  not  even  j 
carnaS  men  in  this  refpeft  condemn  you  ?  For  they  can  ' 
make  a  kmde  of  miferable  (Lift  without  God  in  the  world ,  > 

and  cannot  you  finde  enough  in  God  for  your  fadsfaftion  . 
without  the  world  ?  How,  Ibsfeechyou  ,  can  this  con- 
fift  with  your  profetiion  to  take  him  for  your  God  >  By  j 
which  we  mean  a  Being  in  whom  all  perfeftions  and  ex-  1 
cellencies,  all  that  is  needful  or  defirable  for  the  foul ,  I 
istobeplenreoaflyfound.  And  can  that  be  really  taken  j 
for  your  God  ,  in  the  having  of  which  ,  you  reckon  not  V 
your  feives  abundantly  provided  for  in  every  regard  ?  Do  | 
yon  think  indeed ,  there  is  not  enough  in  God  to  make  /. 
thofe  thac  love  him  ,  at  all  times ,  perfe&tie  and  com- 
pleatlie  happy,  though  they  had  no  creature  in  the  world  1 
to  reft  upon?  May  not  they,  to  whom  the  Lord  is  the  1 
portion  of  their  cup  and  their  inheritance,  well  fay,  that  their  j 
cup  runneth  over ,  and  that  they  have  a  goodly  heritage ,  1 
tbou°h  they  (hould  not  have  one  foot  of  Land,  nor  fcarce  * 
a  bit  of  Bread  to  put  in  their  mouths?  Certainly  God  is  f 
all  and  more  rhan  all,  and  they  that  enjoy  his  favour,  can  jj 
want  no  good  thing,  but  may  alwaies  glory  in  that  fuffi-  || 
dencie  and  redundance  of  felicitie  laid  up  for  them  in  i 
him.  Even  here  on  earth,  in  the  abfertce  of  all  other  j1 
comforts,  God  hath  waies  of  conveying  mere  fuitable,  j 

fubftantial  comfort,  than  the  whole  world  can  afford  ,  to  I 

believ-  j 
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believing  Souls  chat  have  their  whole  recourfe  to,  snd  af- 
fe&ionately  hang  upon  him.  You  that  have  tufted  that  the 
Lord  is  Gracipns, cannot  but  acknowledge  this. Wherefore, 
call  co  minde  your  own  experiences  of  his  goodnels  , 

,  and  what  many  of  his  dear  fervants  have  left  upon  re- 
I  cord,  that  they  have  found  from  him  in  the  day  of  their 
diftvefs;  and  hereby  fee  your  fouls  a  longing  after  him: 

I  Prefs  hard  after  the  moft  clofe  and  intimate  ccmmuni- 
■  on  with  him ,  and  reft  not  till  you  feel  your  felves  re- 
|  viv*d  and  chear’d  with  thofe communications  of  himfelf  , 

I  which  he  is  wont  to  beftow  upon  fuch  ntceffitous  >  h«n- 
;  grie  fouls,  as  being  not  onlie  emptied  of  the  creature  , 
i,  but  of  love  to  it,  breathe  after  nothing  fo  much,  as  more 
i  of  God.  And  when  you  are  thus  rejoicing  in  him,  niore 
|  than  in  all  riches,  what  is  it  that  can  fadden  you  ?  when 
f  you  arefadsfied  in  him  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  what 
,  want  can  you  feel }  But  moreover ,  how  may  it  yet  even 
j  farther  advance  you  above  the  troublefome  fenie  of  all 
I  your  preflfures ,  to  remember  ,  that  your  prefent  fweet- 
'  eft  and  moft  delicious  tafies  of  Divine  favour,  are  but 
|  the  overflowings  of  that  cup,,  which  will  afford  yea  full 
(  draughts  to  all  ©ternitie ;  fome  rivulets  ftreaming  from 
that  immenfc  ocean  of  goodnefs  and  joy,  which  will  ne- 
1  ver  bee  exhau fled.  (But  ©f  this  (as  I  promifed)  I  now 

j  come  to  fpeak  by  it  felf,  and  ftiall  mention  nothing 
more. 

6.  Wherefore,  Laftfy,  for  your  fupporr  and  chearing 
under  all  the  troubles  that  are  com’n  upon  you.  Remem¬ 
ber,  There  is  a  reft  remains  for  all  yon  that  are  the  people  of 
God-  aneverlafting  happinefs  to  beeenjoied  with  him, 
when  the  world  and  all  its  works  ftiall  bee  vaniflit  and 
gone.  Do  you  not  Know  there  is  a  time  coming  , 
and  apace  it  comes,  when  you  ft  all  know  God  (in  fome 
meafure)  as  you  are  known  by  him,  clearlie;  when  you 
mall  pleafe  him,  and  be  pleas’d  in  him  perfedUie:  when 

1  2  -  you' 
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you  fhall  love  him, and  be  lov’d  by  him  feeltnglie;  whet* 
you  (hall  enjoy  this  blisful ,  ravilhing  communion  with 
him  etemallie  ?  Is  there  fuch  an  inexprefftble  glorie  as 
this  purchas’t  for  you  ,  and  revealed  to  you  by  the  Lord 
Jefus  ,  and-  can  you  come  into  that  condition  wherein 
you  may  riot  rejoice  in  hope  of  it ?  Why  did  he  tell  you 
of  this  ,  but  that  hts  joy  migt  t  remain  in  you ,  and  your  joy 
might  be  full  ?  That  your  belief  of  this  future  advance¬ 
ment  ,  might  keep  you  from  finking  and  fainting  in  the 
lowed  eftate  ?  Is  it  comelie  for  a  Prince,  the  Heir  of  the 
Crown,  to  lament  the  lofs  of  a  farthing  ?  And  are  your 
Ioffes  any  greater  (though  the  fumme  of  them  fhould  a- 
mountto  thoufands  and  millions)  if  compar’d  to  you: 
inheritance  who  an  heirs  of  God  ,  coheirs  with  Chrifl  ? 
What  though  a  temporal  eftate  be  loft  ,  finceit  isno  lefs 
than  an  eternal  Kingdome  which  you  have  in  reverfion  ? 
Imagine  you  heard  Chrift  faying  to  y-ou  ,  Though  your 
Houfes  be  burnt ,  yet  let  not  your  hearts  bee  troubled  ,  in  my 
Fathers  heufe  are  many  manfions  though  notv ''you  are  toft  up 
and  down ,  yet  Jhtrtly  Fie  take  you  to  the  place  1  have  prepar'd) 
whence  you  Jhall  never  remove  more.  And  does  hec  not 
fpeak  to  this  purpofe  in  his  Gofpel ,  John  14.1,2,3. 
Though  this  you  liv’d  in  bee  no  continuing  City  ,  yet  there 
iione  tocome,  which  you  are  now  feeking  after.  When 
you  ftand  gazing  upon  the  heaps  thac  once  were  houfes , 
and  are  ready  to  mingle  your  tears  with  their  duft  ;  lift 
up  your  eies  and  your  mindes,  and  think  of  thofe  ftreets 
of  the  new  Jerufalem,  which  have  another  kinde  of  beau- 
tie  than  London  in  all  its  glorie ,  and  this  join’d  with  a 
fiabilicie  that  will  never  fuffer  them  to  bee  turned  into 
Rubbifh.  What  a  priviledge  is  it  now  accounted:  to  have 
an  eftate  in  Land  tor  a  referve  ,  when  that  dn  Houfes  or 
Wares  is  gone?  But  what  is  it  to  have  that  better  coun- 
treyt  which  the  Patriarchs  fought,  even  the  Cadeftial  CV 
naan,  for  an  heritage  ?  which  is  fubjeftto  none  of  thofe 
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.eafualties,  that  all  kinde  of  earthlie  poffefllons  are? 
what  though  you  have  it  not  in  hand ,  yet  if  you  bee 
the  Children  of  God,  *tis  asfureas  if  you  had  ;  and 
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when  you  are  com’n  to  age ,  grown  up  into  a  fitnefs  fo» 
k>  you  frail  certainly  poffefle  ir.  ‘  Though  your  Bills 
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;and  Bonds  may  be  burn’c ,  yec  fo  are  not  the  Promifes 
which  convey  this  inheritance  :  though  your  Bibles 
chemfelves  fhould  be  burnt,  yet  the  Covenant  of  Grace 
t  remains  firm;  Heaven  and  Earth  frail  fooner  pafs  away, 
than  one  tittle  of  Gods  Word  fail.  Aod  you  have  al- 


ready  the  firfl-fruits  of  this_yo.ur  future  portion,  viz.  the 
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indwellings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  may  allure  you  the 
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fulncfs  of  glory  remains  for  you  in  the  heavens.  And 


mi 


boththefeit  was  that  made  theChriftians,  I  before  men- 


tionedp  to  take  joyfully  the  [foiling  of  their  goods;  ats  knowing 


■ Ji  they  had  in  them) elves  (  for  fo  pl  ainly  the  words  lie  in  the 
'.Original )  abetter  fibftdnce  (the  Graces  of  the  Spirit) 
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rfffj  ^during  in  the  H eavens ,  (Gl  ory  it  fe  1  f  )  Hel\  i  o.  3 
tte  Wherefore  inftead  of  making  fuch  a  matter  of  your  pet- 
M?  lo.fl^s,  pray  for  your  felves,  as  7W  for  his  Ephefians. 

God  would  give  you  the  Spirit  of  mfdome  and  revelation 
pm  tbeknowledge  of  him  3  the  eyes  of  your  undemanding  being 
^■kenligb tried ,  that  you  may  know  what  is  the  hope  of  his  calling 
*hat  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his  inheritance  in  the  Saints , 


}•'?>'*-  Fordid  you  clearlier  know  this,  you 
'  :would  judge  it  more  reafomble  for  the  wealthieft  Citi- 


bee  deje&e.d  for  his  Idles  than  you,  whofeverie 

JE?rncft  Hot  m°re  value  that?  all  his  wealth.  ’  Fis  you  , 

jLIr*S?  and  y°u  OT}h  j  who  know  no  end  of  your  -riches, 

ku ICher  38  C,° their  8reatneft)Or  duration  ,  whereas  ail  0- 
i  thersmay  be  fathom’d  andexhaufied:  If  God  beinfi- 

nite  and  everlafling  ,  fo  is  your  portion  ;  when  you  are 

Jl.l'  ? yPon your  lodes,  confider  your  lelves  as  upon 
fo  .e.  orders  of  the  other  world  ,  and  fee  how  theydwin- 

L  £lnt0  aJf9f{Qr  of  nothing  A  man  that's  now  going  to  be 
f  t  ever  pWf silly  blefjed  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  >  hath 

?  3  ‘  ,  lift 
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a  little; mon&y  by  the  way.  '  Oh  heavie  chance  !  If  you 
were  to  die  within  this  monethor  year, .  how  little  would 
this  affe&  you  ?  For  you  know  bow  tbeCe  things  are  need¬ 
ed  and  valued  on  the  other  fide  the  grave ,  how  Angels 
anti  Sain  is  ,care  for  heaps  of  gold :  How  fhort  a  while  jji 


}f 


then  wou  you  have  been  better  for  all  that’s  gone  from 
yon  ?  And  can  you  not  over-look  that  inch  of  time  be¬ 
twixt  you  and  approaching  death?  Forethink,  rooreo- 
Zl  ho  •  4  than  nothing  tbcfe  now  fo  terrible  things 
will  apt-car,  when  you  are  got  fafe  into  heaven.,  whatis 
it  to  LktrLlnAlaharn^boComc  ,  that  once  he  lay  at 
Dives  his  gace  ?  And  will  it  be  any  thing  to  you  what  a 
loft  you  had  in  i66t?*  when  you  are  lodg  d  in  Eternuie  ? 
Why  then  fhould  that  be  fo  much  to.  you  now,  which 
will  fhordie  be  as  if  it  had. never  been?  'To  conclude, 
when  all  you  are  plac’c  fo  advantageouflie  in  that  higher 

fiaje,  whence  you  may  take  a  vievy^of  the  whoje  Series s 
of  Providence,  and  the  feveral  means  whereby  tb?  good  j 
of  the  Church  and  your  own  particul  at  .Salvation,  were | 

carried  on,  and  fhall  what  a  tende 

fations  had  to  this  end,  which  here  fjeemed  tpo^  ^ 

amazing,  how  will  you  be  rais’d  to  the.  admit  acton  ot. 
his  Wifdome  apd  Power  who  fate  at  the  Stern  ,  and  by  , 1 

all  tbefe  ftrange  tranfa&ions  fulfilled  the  counfel  of  hnl 

own  moft  bleffed  will  ?  And  the  fore-thoughts  of,  this, . 
fhould  now  beget  in  you  the  like  frame  ,  whilft  you  DCwm 
lieve  that  which  yet  you  cannot  fee.  -  ^ 

From  ail  that  hath  been  faid  is  farther  mamfeft ,  wnafl 
a  vafi  difference  there  is  betwixt  your  condition,  who  are  ^ 
Gods  peculiar  people,  and  theirs  who  are  ftrangers  id'- 
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him,  whilft  to  outward  appearance  your  fufferm°s  ardj 
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the  fame ;  and  therefore  how  fit  is  it  that  your  demean- , 
our  fhould  be  accordinglie  better  than  theirs  ?  It  be-  \ 
comes  not  you  to  think  or  fpeak  at  the  rates  they  do.  0  J, 
a  man  to  have  his  worldlie  intereft,  and  all  hopes  of  tcA 
severing  it  quite  broken,  is  with  them  to  be  wter  m 
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done ;  To  they  plainlie  fpeak ,  andfuch  are  their  vene 

thoughts;  But  will  you  judge  your  (elves undone  ,  whiJft 
you  have  God  dwelling  within  you,  and  an  heaven  where 
you  (hall  ever  dwell  with  God  ?  Undone  indeed  you 
would  be;  if  your  God  wa$  gone  as  theirs  is  $  and  there¬ 
fore  blame  not  the  poor  men  if  they  take  on ,  for  what 
have  they  more  ?  But  all  you  the  Favourites  and  Heirs  of 
Heaven,  Children  of  the  Mod  High,  to  whom  you  pro- 
fefs  to  have  whollie  given  up  your  ielves ,  to  you  I  con¬ 
clude  my  Exhortation  as  I  began  it ,  that  you  would  not 
difeover  any  fuch  forrow  or  impatience,  under  this  Provi¬ 
dence  ,  as  fuits  not  with  your  Honourable  Relation 
and  Profetiion ;  or  as  fpeaks  you  both  unmindful  of  the 
many  great  reafons  you  have  for  contentednefs  and  joy, 
and  carelefs  of  improving  them  when  they  arc  fuggefled 
to  you. 

Two  more  Obje&ions  which  may  here  probably  be 
ftarted,  I  would  willinglie  remove. 

Objedt  i  .Some  may  fay  ^  yes  indeed')  if  pee  bad  affitrance 
of  the  love  of  Godt  that  we  are  his  children ,  and  fbouldfor  ever 
live  with  him  in  glory )  we  could  comfortably  bear  all  that  he 
hath  laid  upon  ns,  as  proceeding  from  love  :  Bat  how  can  we.t 
when  we  have  reaf on  to  fear  the  contrary  ,  and  to  re  card  his 
judgements  as  tokens  of  his  difpleafure  a  gain  ft  m  for  our  fins  ? 
To  the  feveral  things  in  this  Obje&ion,  I  (hall  frame  an 
anfwer  in  two  or  three  particulars,  very  brieflie. 

i.  If  indeed  you  want  affurance  of  Gods  love 
(whereby  I  mean  fuch  well-grounded  hopes  and  com¬ 
fortable  apprehenfions  thereof,  as  ordinance  prevail  o- 
ver  your  doubts  and  fears,  and  enable  you  chearfuliie  to 
expert  death  and  judgement.)  If,  I  fay,  you  have  not 
this,  is  it  not  your  wifeft  courfe  diligentlie  to  fet  your 
jelves  to  attain  it,  in  theufe  of  thofe  means  that  are  pre- 
jcribed  to  that  purpofe ,  rather  than  to  fi:  Bill  and  faint- 
he  give  way  to  your  despondencies,  and  thereby  aggra- 

4>  1 4  '  v  vaie 


vatc  al,i  other  troubles  into  aw  intoller  able  weight? 
Would  this  aflurance  be  fo  profitable  (as  you  your  fclvcs 
acknowledge )  and  fo  fortifie  your  fpiriti  againft  all  af- 
faults  whatever ,  and  will  you  not  be  quickned  to  look 
after  it  ?  Since,  in  that  meafure  I  have  mention’d ,  it 
may  be  got  and  kept  by  diligent, humble,  watchful  Chri- 

fiians.  The  method  you  can  hardiie  be  ignorant  of,  it  be-  : 

ing  fo  plain  and  fo  frequentlie  preft  upon  you ,  viz,. 
That' you  Ihould  ftudie  well  the  terms  of  the  Covenant 
of  Grace ,  and  examine  whether  you  are  willing  to  come 
up  to  thofe  terms ;  that  you  ihouid  fearch  the  Scripture, 
what  manner  of  perfons  it  tells  you  Hi  all  be  fayed ;  and 
then  fearch  your  own  hearts  whether  you  be  fuch  ,«nd  if 
you  arc  nor,  without  any  more  delay,  to  do  what  in  you 
lies  to  become  fuch.  And  not  to  digrefs  now  to  the  lay-  i 
ing  down  of  marks  and  figns,  let  me  onlie  wifii  you  tp  , 
confider  what  I  have  before  intimated ,  That  your  patient  ) 
hearing  of  Gods  hand  is  a  fingular  evidence  of  your fmcerity  :  I 
For  fincethe  principal  effeft  of  true  Religion  is,  to  fub-  I 
jz£t  the  foul  to  the  Will  of  God,  then  a  fubje&ion  to  fuch  f 
inflances  of  it  as  are  focrofs  to  our  carnal  inclinations,  | 
is agooddifeovery of  a-truly  Religious  man.  He  that 
keeps  himfelf  fo  nnf potted  from  the  world ,  that  he  is  neither 
polluted  with  inordinate  love  to  it*  whilfi  in  his  hands, 
nor  muddied  with  foul  and  turbulent  paflions  when  its 
taken  out  of  them,  his  Religion  is  pure  and  nndefiled  before 
God.  To  bridle  thefe  motions  of  the  heart ,  as  well  as  of  \ 
the  tongue,  {hew  our  Religion  not  to  be  vain.  But  take 
heed  of  perverting  this  to  your  farther  trouble,  crying 
out,  that  yop  then  perceive  your  condition  worfe  than 
ever,  fince  you  are  fofar  from  this  temper  of  mind  ;  but  \ 
rather  be  engag’d  to  greater  induftry  with  your  hearts  ■ 
now  at  length  to  bring  them  thereto,' fince  when  you  | 
have  done  this,  from  this  patience  and  meeknefs  may  \ 
that  affuran^e  which  hitherto  you  have  fought  ip  \ 
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vtin;  (or  by  die  ecercife  of  Grace,  the  being  and  tru.l, 

1  x>f  it  is  heft  difeovered.  -  ,  f , ...  i(ft  THP 

!  2.  If  you  iudge  chat  it  is  for  your  fins  you  now  fuf- 

}  fcr,  and  Confcicnce  tells  you  plainlie  and  tru/ie,  what 
tbofe  fins  are ,  your  onlie  way  is  humblie  to  acknowledge 
them  before  (Sod ,  to  repent  of  and  fpeedilie  fet  againfl 
them,  that  hereby  you  may  get  a  pardon,  and  the  fenfe  of 
it,  and  fo  may  attain  to  facisfa&ion  and  comfort. 

3.  And  know  farther ,  this  fincere  and  ingenuous  re¬ 
pentance  which  Qod  requires  at  your  hands, is  no  way  in- 
confiftent  with  that  quiet  frame  of  fpirit  which  I  advife 
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^  you  to  .*  He  calls  for  no  unprofitable ,  perplexing  orjef 
"hut  for  that  alone  which  may  be  for  your  good,  which 

nt  ef  Ala  m  A  aajk  A.L  ^  ^  ^  ...f  '  *  S»  I  I  A  . 


may  bring  you  more  thorowlie  from  the  love  of  fin,  and 
fo  be  a  means  to  joy  itfelf.  And  eafiiie  may  you  con¬ 
ceive  ,  that  this  gpdjie  fprrow  for  fin  may  well  confift 
with  patience  under  fuffering :  for  cannot  a  man,  whole 
excefs  hath  brought  him  into  a  Surfeit,  at  the  fame  time 
be  griev’d  for  that  folly  which  procur’d  hisfickncfs,  and 

yet  content  with  the  bitter  Pbyfick  which  may  cure  him 
of  it? 

4*  Furthermore,  Need  l  tell  you  what  an  unfound  ar¬ 
gument  it  is,  to  conclude  from  your  atfliiSiions ,  that  you 
are  not  in  favour  with  God  ?  Do  you  think  it  reafonable 
or  fafe ,  to  argue  from  our  profpering  in  the  World,  that 
we  are  beloved  of  him,  and  our  wayes  well  pleafing  to 
him  ?  And  is  there  any  more  reafon  to  judge  the  contra- 
I  fromcur  adyerfitie  ? .  Were  the  Apoftles ,  when  exer~ 
*  c-n  ■  >  as  ,uPon  *  Theatre,  with  fuflferings  of  all  forts,  dif- 
efteemed  by  God  ?  Or  when  he  brought  forth 
combat  with  thofe-eyils  #ich  Satan  had  libertie  to  bring 

j-j  Ir?’  ^  K  pcc4ufe  he  was  angry  with  hW 
0,  did  not  love  hun  ?  Though  his  friends  indeed  would 

^  rC,  f°  ’  yet  chat  §°°d  man  was  fo  juft  both 

10  God  and  tu&ifcjf ,  that  he  yypu|d  not  believe  them. 

And 
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And  though  you' for  the  fame  reafon  fhould  meet  with 
the  fame  charge  of  hypocrifie,  or  any  other  crimes ,  deal 
but  faithfullie  with  your  felves,  *ad  if  your  Confciences  i 
bear  witnefs  to  your  incegritie  before  God  ,  be  not  mo-  ■ 
tred  from  the  belief  and  comfort  of  it  ,  either  by  your  If 
fufferings,  or  the  cedfures  that  for  their  fakes  may  be 
fattened  upon  you :  Both  may  ferve  as  trials  of  your 
Grace ,  but-  neither  are  fufficient  proofs  of  any  fuch 

.  .  »‘4  .  /  ■  k  •  %  j  ■  <-»  »  »  }  '  ’ 
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Yea,  laflly.  Grant  that  for  fome  particular  fins  you  ; 
are  afflicted,  yet  have  I  not  (hewn,  that  even  this  may  be 
an  evidence  of  Gods  love,  and  fo  far  a  ground  of  com¬ 
fort  to  you  ?  Is  it  not  love  to  reduce  you  to  himfclf  from 
thofewaies  that  might  be  your  ruine  ?  He  that  fhould 
pluck  you  back,  when  in  an  humor  you  was  running  to 
drown  your  Celf ,  though  he  might  tear  your  eloathes  in 
ftrugling,  yet  fhould  have  your  heartie  thanks,  when  you 
were  com’ntb  a  better  mind.  Pray  tell  mev  cannot  you 
hate  your  fitly  and  yet  love  your  felves  ?  Yea,  do  you  not 
then  love  your  felves  beft ,  when  you  do  moft  againft  it  ?  ■ 
And  may  not  God  do  fo  too?  Your  fin  he  hates,  and  ; 
wills  the  death  of  it,  and  (ends  affliaions  to  that  end;  j 
but  all  this  while  he  loves  your  fouls, and  therefore  takes  * 
this  courfe  with  their  Enemies.  What  reafon  then  have 
you  but  to  acknowledge  this  love ,  and  fubmit  to  all  its 
-methods  for  your  recoveric  ?  And  by  this  your  compli- 
ance  with,  and  improvement  of  his  dealings,  you  may  H 
beft  make  it  out  that  they  came  from  love,  and  therefore 
are  to  be  born  comfortablie,  according  to  your  own  con- 

fefiion.  _  .  ! , 

ObieB.i.  Some  again  perhaps  will  rephe  ,  Ton  have  jj 

[aid  much  to  comfort  as  under  all  our  Ioffes,  and  the  poverty 

they  have  brought  as  to  •  "But  is  it  pojjible  for  them  to  take  com  { ! 

:on,  that  have  nothing  for  themfelves  nor  families  to  live  a}- 
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i n ,  but  may,  for  ought  we  know,  within  a  while  be  brought  t-  ^ 
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ven  to  fttrve  to  death  :  C  an  any  wan  living  hold  up  in  fuck 
'a  condition  as  this  ?  Or  can  any  ground  of  fupport  he  admini » 

(*d  ^  *  * .  •  r  ' 1  t 

Anfv.  Yes,  blefled  be  God  very  much ;  fince  he  hath 
fo  well  confulted  for  us,  that  there  is  no  poifon  in  nature  - 
without  its  attending  antidote  ;  no  trouble  common  to 
mm  for  which  there  is  not  fuitable  provifion  made. 

i  would  have  you  call  to  mind  how  much  is  faid  in 
Scripture  to  fecure  Gods  fervants  frora  ibefe  fears.  You 
l^now  chac  egdlinefs  hath  the  promifeef  this  life  ,  and  that 
which  is  to  come :  You  are  bid  not  to  perplex  your  felves 
with  thoughts  what  you  foall  eat  and  wear ,  fince  your 
Heavenlie  Father  knows  what  you  need, and  will  take  care 
for  you  accordingly.?^"  the  young  Lions  fufer  hunger  fthey 
that  fear  the  Lord  (hallvpam  .no  good  thing :  Their  bread fhall 
be  Zen  thmfaJdtheir  water  fhall  he  Jure  y  and  their  fouls 
(hall  be  kept  alive  in  famine.  David  in  his  time  had  not  fee n 
the  righteous  forfaken ,  nor  his  Seed  begging  bread.  Aiid 
though  thefeV with  a  multitude  the  like,  are  not  to beta¬ 
ken  altogether  abfolutelie ,  yet  I  fuppofe  its  feldome 
known  but  they  are  in  fome  meafare  made  good  to  ail 
the  °odiie.  It  is  but  a  verie  few  in  the  hardeft  times  (if 
we  except  extraordinarie  famines)  that  perilh  for, lack 
of  food ;  but  when  did  you  know  a  pood  man  do  fo  ? 
And  why  fhould  you  think  that  will  happen  to  you  which 
fo  feldome  doth  to  any  ? 

2.  You  cannot,  I  believe  fay,  that;  this  is  yet  your  con¬ 
dition,  that  your  wants  are  fo  pinching  chat  you  have  no 
way  of  relief  left  you  any  longer.  lt>id  your  Children  e- 
ver  yet  ask  bread  when  you  had  it  not  to  give  them  > 
Have  you  not  ftill  one  way  or  other  found  fuccouf  at 
your  greateft  need  ?  And  yet  have  not  your  ftraits  been 
as  great  as  ever  they  are  like  to  be  ?  And  have  you  not 
the  fame  God  to  depend  upon  ?  How  exceedinglie  dif- 
pleafedwashe  with  the  unbelieving  murmurings  of  the 

Ifraelites. 


,  (ij8) 

Ifraelites ,  who  hid  ofc  beheld  his  power  imployed  for 
their  feafonable  relief  ?  And  why  fhould  not  your  expe¬ 
rience  engage  you  to  truft  in  him?  Efpeciallie  fince  this 
is  chebeftway  to  haire  hispromifes  fulfilled  to  you;  I 
mean,  by  your  relying  upon  him  for  whatever  you  want, 
with  this  per fwafion,  that  if  ic  be  good  for  you,  it  fhall 
be  given  in;  and  that  ic  proceeds  not  from  lack  of  pow¬ 
er,  truth  or  merciein  God,  if  you  go  without  it.  Is  it  not 
againft  all  reafon,  and  your  own  eafe ,  by  unbelief  and 

carnal  fears  to  anticipate  your  troubles,  and  by  frightful 

Imaginations  to  put  your  felves  to  greater  pain  than  ever 
your  condition  is  like  to  do  ?  Arc  we  not  told ,  that  fiffi- 
dent  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof  •  and  caught  to  pray  for 
4aily  bread?  Perhaps  you  have  not  another  day  to  live, 
and  th?n  you  are  provided  for ;  or  if  you  have,  thisdaies 
bread’ is  a  good  pledge  that  ic  fhall  be  given  to  morrow. 
And  remember,  there  may  be  a  greater  diftance  betwixt 
you  |nd  ftarving  than  you  imagine,  onlie  perhaps  you 
take  it  for  a  grievous  matter  to  live  at  lower  rates  than 
you  were  heretofore  wont. 

But  laftlic ,  Suppofe  the  thing  you  fear  fhould  come 
.upon  you ,'  even  chat  you  and  yours  fhould  come  to  die 
for  want  of  bread  ,  yet  is  there  no  fuch  intollerable  evil 
herein,  that  either  the  fore-thoughts,  or  the  feeling  of  it, 
fhould  overwhelm  your  fpirits,  and  leave  you  defticute  of 
all  comfort,  It  is  pot  this,  as  dreadful  asitfeems,  thac 
can  make  a  good  man  miferable ,  why  then  fhould  ic  af¬ 
fright  you  fomuch  ?’  bay  alidc,  1  entreat  you,  all  paflion 
and  prejudice ,  and  calmlie  confider  the  verie  truth  of 
the  cafe  :  Can  ftarving  bring  any  thing  worfe  than  death? 
And  may  not  the  Command  of'  Chrift  here  be  of  force  • 
That  we  fhould  nqc  ffar  that  which  can  kill  the  body  only, 
and  then  hath  nothing  wore  to  (lo  ?  What  will  ic  be  to  you, 

when  once  its  over,  what  death  you  died  on?  Will  the 
joyes  of  heaven  be  the  left  for  the  pains  of  that  death 
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that  brought  you  thither  ?  Nay,  and  as  to  matter  of  pain 


V  tured  with  the  Gour,or  Stone ,  hath  felt  more  pain  than 

\  ever  poor  man  did,  though  famiflit  to  death.  Andasto 

li;  the  difgrace ,  (  which  is  reckoned  one  of  the  word  mife- 
K  fies  of  povertie)  it  is  but  matter  of  Opinion  ,  which  a 
\  wife  man  ought  to  live  above.  And  if  it  may  the  more 
M  convince  you,  hear  what  a  verie  Heathen  fpeaks  to  this 
l!  purpofe  :  Thou  art  afraid  (faith  he)  It  aft  thou  fhouldjl  want 
ntcejfaries  ;  art  thou  follinde  that  thou  canft  not  forefee  whi- 
j|.  ther  this  want  will  king  thee  ?  even  thither ,  that  a  Fewer 
if  or  any  mortal  wound  does ,  namely ,  to  death.  zAnd  hall  them 
not  often  gloried  of  thy  willingnefs  to  die  ?  True,  but  my  Chil~ 
ui  dren  wtl1  famijh  alfo ;  what  then  ?  mil  this  carry  them  any 
4[l  *  hither  clfe  ?  Is  not  the  paffage  the  fame  ,  and  the  {late  after 
dmb  the  fame  >  Wilt  tk  o  i  not  therefore , '  with  a  mind  fortified 
J  dgainjl  all  fears  of  hunger  and  want,  look,  thitherward,  whe- 
J  ™cr  Emperours  and  Kings ,  and  the  riche  ft  upon  earth  must 
y  at  len£(h  defeend  ?  Only  thou  perhaps  may  ft  be  fill’d  with  pc-> 

K.fWShwbdr^Bnefstniglm'k}.  What  a  fhame 
*1  is  15  then  for  a  Chnftian  to  be  daunted  withthofe  things 
which  an  Heathen  could  perceive  fo  harmlefs  ?  Though 
|re  could  tell  fo  little  of  any  ftace  after  death  that  fhoutd 

fS  ®ake  amends  for  the  troublefome  paflage  into  it.  Know 
111;  tnen  for  certain,  that  whilft  God  hath  anv  ^  ..... 


*  v  r  y  •  i  * 

thrc&tned  to  take  away  her  food  5  Why  then  i  faith  (he, 
God  will  take  away  my  ftomack.  So  when  you  are  out  of 
a  capaeitie  of  having  maintenance,  you  (hall  foon  be  paft 
needing  it.  And  in  the  mean  time  queftion  nor,  but  God 
will  bring  you  through  whatever  he  brings  you  to: 
Wherefore  let  the  confidence  and  refolutionof  Habak, - 
kttk^y  beyoursalfo,  that  though  there  ihould  neither  be 
fruit  in  the  field,  nor  meat  in  the  flaambles ,  yet  you  mil 
re  Joyce  in  the  Lord^and  joy  in  the  God  of  your  Salvation,  Hah . 
3. 17,18.  Now  though  the  fears  of  this  calamity  are  for 
the  tnoft  part  very  groundlefs,yet  I  was  willing  ro  fuppofe 
a  cafe  as  bad  almoft  as  is  poflible  to  fal  out,that  you  might 
bee  convinc’d,  there  is  no  fuch  condition  whereinto 
you  can  be  brought,  that  doth  neceffitate,  or  will  juilifie 

your  dejefition  and  diflruft.  'Ill* 

And  if  indeed  the  people  are  in  fo  hapvy  a  cafe  whofeGod  is  the 
Lord%  that  no  calamities  need  affright  nor  can  undo  them; 
then  let  me  hence  take  rife  for  an  exhortation  (wherewith 
I  (ball  conclude  )  to  all  the  ferious  and  true,  hearted 
Chriftians  in  the  Land,  into  whofe  hands  thefe  lines  may 

fall,  that  in  the  midfi  of  ail  the  miferies  and  dangers  where¬ 
with  we  feem  furrounded  and  threatned ,  they  would  he  of  good 
chear,  fummon  up  their  f dinting  fpirits,  and  fort i fie  tkemf elves 
to  a  refolntCy  undaunted  expectation  of  the  wcrfi  that  may  be¬ 
fall  us.  1  .  '  Iil*B 

Let  the  Sinners  in  England  be  afraid,  and  let  fearful- 

nefs furprize  the  hipocrice,  but  let  him  that  walketh  righ- 

teoufly  be  bold  as  a  Lion  ,  fince  his  dwelling  is  on  high , 

and  his  place  of  defence  the  munition  of  rocks.  ^  Fear 

not  you  their  fear ,  neither  bee  afraid,  but  fan&ifie  the 

Lord  of  Hofts  himfelf ,  let  him  bee  your  fear,  let  him  bs 

your  dread:  forheeis  your  Light,  and  your  Salvation; 

whom  fhould  you  fear  ?  He  is  the  ftrength  of  your  hearts* 

of  whom  fhould  you  be  afraid  ?  Let  your  mindes  be  (laid 

on  him,  who  will  keep  them  in  perfect  peace ,  even  on 

the 
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the  Lord  Jehovah,  in  whom  there  is  everfaftingflrength* 

and  they  that  truft  in  him  Hiall  be  as  mount  Zion ,  which 
cannot  bee  removed :  for  as  the  mountains  are  round  a- 
bo vajernfalem ,  fo  the  Lord  is  round  about  his  people 
henceforth  even  for  ever.  Wherefore  though  you  walk 
}  even  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  yetfear 
J  none  ill ,  fince  God  is  with  you  ,  who  is  a  very  prefene 

■  help  in  trouble,  whofe  name  is  a  ftrong  tower ,  whereto 
!  the  Righteous  run  and  are  fafe.When^SW  the  Comman- 

;  der  of  an  Armie,andRuIer  of  a  Kingdomemay,in  the  an- 
|  guifh  of  his  minde,rnn  to  a  witch  for  relief jand  Adito^hel 
the  greatPolitician  may  haye  recourfe  to  an  halter, yet  are 
"  they  never  in  any  cafe  deftitute  of  a  refuge  ,  who  are  ac- 
quainted  with  the  Aimighrie , and  dwell  under  the  fhadow 
of  his  wings.  Does  God, even  your  God, reign  in  the  earth, 

■  and  will  you  fear  any  thing  that  can  betide  you  whil’ft 
!  you  are  in  it }  Are  you  not  alwaies  in  his  hands ,  and 
‘  where  elfe  can  you  be  fafer  than  therePMuft  you  not  trull 
"  your  fouls  with  him  ,  when  you  go  hence  to  that  other 

world,  to  which  you  are  yet  fo  fir  ange?  And  be  whollie 
at  his  difpofing,  what  emploiment,  fociede,  and  condi. 

I  don  you  fhall  bee  in  for  ever.  Can  you  then  truft  him 
j  for  eternitie ,  and  rot  for  a  year  or  two  till  you  come 
thither  t  As  confufed  as  the  affairs  of  this  world  may 
feem,  he  hath  not  caft  them  out  of  his  hands,  but  governs 
|  all  in  perfect  order,according  to  the  nature  and  capacitie 
!  of  the  fubjed.  When  ftorms  arife  that  feem  to  threaten 
the  fhip  you  are  in  ,  you  may  apprehend  him  faying  to 
you,  Beef  good  dear,  I  that  raife  (  cr  at  leaftfer- 

twit)  and  /  who  will  lay  their  troublefome  temfejl .  It  Would 
not  indeed  (as  the  principal  Philofopher  faies)  be  worth 
while,  to  live  in  a  world  defheute  of  Providence  i  but 
thisis  not  fo.  No  events  can  befall ,  without  the  per - 
mifljon  of  that  will ,  which  you  dailie  pray  may  he  done  s 
and  is  in  feme  fenfe  done ,  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  *  f<v‘ 

that 


\  I  S  • 

that  I  may  lay ,  tbs  whole  world  is  rul’d  according  & 
your  praierg.  And  need  you  fear  any  thing  from  the 
will  of  God,  fince  it  is  his  eternal  and  unchangeable  de¬ 
cree,  that  nothing  ihall  make  thofe  men  mifcrable,  who 
love  him  ,  and  fubmit  themfelves  to  his  righteous  admi¬ 
nistrations  ?  Whilft  therefore  you  live  under  his  govern¬ 
ment,,  as  you  alwates  do,  andean  meet  with  nothin^  i 
but  what  he  is  pleas’d  Ghoul d  come  to  pafs  (  as  you  never 
can)  how  boldlie  may  you  hold  on  your  coirrfe  ,  though 
encountred  with  all  thofe  terrours  which  difmay  thefaint- 
hearted,  and  caufe  them  to  run  hither  and  thither, trem¬ 
bling  and  lamenting  ?  Fire  and  Sword,  Peftilenceand 
Famine, though  they  may  well  terrific  thofe  that  convcrfe 
with  creatures  only  (having  no  better  a  portion,  and  no  I 
greater  ftrength,  th!an  what  they  afford)  yet  the  man  that  } 
is  arm’d  with  a  felf-refignadon  to,  and  confidence  in  ' 
God,  may  with  an  unbroken  minde,  march  through  the,  1 
thickeft  troops  of  chefe  deaths  and  dangers  :  as  having  ) 
God  for  his  felicitie,  from  whom  they  cannot  force  him*  !« 
and  for  his  continual  help ,  and  therefore  they  cannot  i 
vanquifh  him.  Yea,  may  I  not  addc,he  beholds  all  chefe  } 
as  fighting  underthe  Banner  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  whofe  | 
fervanc  he  is,  and  whofe  caufe  he  hath  efpoufed :  Why  i 
then  fhould  he  be  more  afraid  to  go  through  them ,  than 
lome  known  friend  of  the  Generals,  is  to  walkthrough'  * 
the  midfl  of  his  armed  men  ?  Though  he  may  goby  the  I 
mouths  of  Cannons  ready  fixe ,  and  the  points  of  drawn  | 
Swords,  yet  he  dreads  them  nor ,  fince  thefeinftrumems  j 
of  death  are  prepar’d  for  their  enemies ,  not  their  | 
friends.  When  any  of  thefe  overflowing  fcourges  pafs  ! 
over  a  Nation,  andfeemto  take  all  before  them  ,  yer  \ 
then  have  the  Righteous  the  fame  fecuritie  and  privi-  s 
ledge,  that  Noah  and  his  company  in  the  Ark  had  ,  ini  \ 
the  time  of  the  Deluge;  what  if  I  fhould  fay ,  the  fame  ) 
that  the  fifhes  then  had  above  all  other  Creatures  lefc  i 
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oat  ?  Forwhilft  they  continue  incompliance  with  that 

will  which  orders  all  things  for  them ,  they  are  never 
out  of  their  proper  dement;  whilft  they  follow  this  Pro 
vidence,  and  keep  out  of  the  by-paths  of  wickedn~fs  ' 
they  are  fill  1  in  their  way.  Not  but  that  their  bodiesYre 
,  as  weak  as  other  mens,  and  their  outward  enjoiments 
fubje&  to  the  fame  cafualties :  but  their  fouls  arc  df  ano¬ 
ther  temper,  and  their  happinefs  of  another  nature,  and 
cannot  be  deftroied  or  loft.  Boldly  may  they  defie  all  rhe  - 
Hafts  of  hell  or  earth  that  rife  up  againft  them  ,  ft  nee 
none  of  thefe  can  keep  them .  from  God  whilft  they  live 
and  do  but  tranflate  them  to  him  when  they  die.  Well 
therefore  may  you,  whofe  iriterefts  are  fo  fecurely  olac’t* 
out  of  the  reach  of  all  violence  and  malice;  fin/ aloud 
with  the  biefted  Apoftle  ,  whilft  in  the  midft  of  his  bat- 
ties  j  he  juftly  triumphs  like  a  Conquerour ;  who  Shall  fc- 

G  %me  HS  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?  Shall  tribulation  c.r  '  dW 
(  1 W  jtre  js,  perfection  or  faming,  naked nefs,  peril  or  fix  er d  ?  Nay 
m  in  -aH  theje  things  we  are  mere  than  conquerour s ,  through  him 
'.!(«  that  loved  us :  Fori  am  for  [waded  that  neither  death  nor 
III  .tifa  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  pmers7  nor  thin  e s  tire- 
%  fm' n6r  things  to  come,  nor  heighth ,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other 
*'  crm(fffPf^lfe  able  to  feparate  us  from  the  l  eve  of  God  which 

tiZrtAfSfH\°HrL6rl'  l lom*8*^G7G8,39.  And 
^  return  thanks  and  prane  to  that  God  ,  who  bath  dealt  fo 

iwhirhh ?Ur?~Andco  re]°yce  in  Vour  felicity* 

"comir^lhach  mfde-f°  1CCb're  and  Inviolable  ?  Infteadof 
continual  complainings  of  this  mifery,  and  the  other 

^tocom*  U^n  US,‘  ,oriearfu*  pi'opbefyings  of  worfe  vn 

IThl  Wrere^h^any  are  overmuch  ^ken up.  Let 

ImuJtovt  °fGoil  hem  your  mouths ,  who  hath  done  fo 
ir  ?rG  fo ,you]  ,co  make  you  at  all  times  fare,  and  ther*- 

ore  comfortable.  BlelTe  him  with  all  your  Souk  for 
-1  s  ^eftimable  love  to  manktnde,  which'he  hachrev4l- 
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cd  by  Jefus  C’nrift  ,  inwhomhee  is  reconciling  the  world  to 
himjelf ,  and  hath  actually  don?  that  work  upon  you,  j 
whereby  it  comes  to  pafs ,  that  being  reconciled  to  the 
Creator",  the  whole  Creation  is  fo  far  at  peace  with  you, 
that  all  the  Creatures  which  (land  on  his  fide  will  not  ; 
hurt  you, and  they  that  are  his  enemies  cannot.Praife  your  | 
Redeemer  ,  who  by  his  death  hath  (lain  your  foes,  fpoil’d  J< 
prtncipallities  and  powers,  difabled  batan ,  overcom’n  | 
the  world,and  taken  the  fling  out  of  all  affliction  anddeath  | 
it  felf;  chat  you  might  walk  fecurely  through  this  vale  of  y 
-tears,  and  depart  out  of  it  cheartully.  Ohpraifehis  | 
tpme*  that  hee  hath  kept  you  from  being  deftroyers  of  ;i 
your  felves,  and  will  keep  all  other  things  from  deftroy-  | 

in?  you.  Bee  thankful  to  him  for  the  glorious  light:  of  g 
his  Gofpel,  and  for  enlightning  your  mindes  therewith  ,  | 
whereby  you  are  made  acquainted  with  the  true  nature  ^ 
of  all  things  that  concerns  you  ;  that  foyou  might  net-  L 
therbe  ftartled  with  chofe  Bugbears,  which  che  fears  and  ^ 
fancies  of  weak  and  guilty  men  3  in  the  dark  apprehend  j,. 
fo  terrible,  nor  fall  into  thoie  real  mifehiefs,  which  ig* 
norant  benighted  finners  run  upon  to  their  own  deflru&i-  g 
on.  God  hath  already  done  much  for  you,  and  hath  giv-  | 
en  you  promifes  of  very  much  more;  praife  him  there-  b 
fore  for  what  you  have,  and  for  what  you  hope  for  :  Efpc-  | 
c*ully  for  the  dawnings  of  Heaven  in  your  fouls,  and  for 
rhe  promifes  of  a  fuller  glory  hereaft  er,  to  be  revealed  in  l* 
you.  And  through  the  hopes  of  this  ,  bee  you  ever fiU  |'i 
with  vet.ee  and  joy  in  heleivin g.  And  with  the  frequent  me- 
Citation  of  ail  his  loving-kind  nets ,  be  (fill  making  mek-  J 
dy  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord  ,  giving  thanks  alwaies  far  all  jjSj 
ihirios  unto  God  and  our  Father)  in  the  name  of  our  Lordje -  A 


fast  lor  ;/r.  '  . 

I  have  before  endeavoured^  to  take  oft  thofe  hin-  a 

dranccs  to  this  frame  which  might  arite  from  worldly  ^ 

crofles :  for  if  they  io  little  deferve  ©ur  forrow,  whena 
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they  befall  us  ( as  I  have  fullie  manifefled  )  how  much 
lefs  do  they  deferve  our  forrowand  fear,  leaft  the* 
rtiould  ?  And  indeed  it  was  my  defign,  not  onlie  to  corn 
fort  thofe  that  have  met  with  troubles,  but  to  prepare  01 
chers  for  whatever  they  may  meet  with.  But  there  is  Yu 
another  Obje&ion  behind ,  that  may  appear  of  more 
weight  than  any  of  the  former,  which  1 ‘cannot  altoge¬ 
ther  pafsover  infilence,  fincefain  I  would  dofomethtno 
for  the  removal  of  all  fhelters  and  pretences  for  carnal 
fears  and  faintings,  which  do  fo  much  pinch  and  vvron» 
Chnttian  fouls,  hinder  the  pleafancnefs  and  benefit  of 
their  Societie ,  and  eclipfe  the  glorie  of  their  profef- 

-  Ofy®- ’  Perhaps  then  feme  may  tell  me,  Thai  this  is  an 
mjeafomlle  time  to  call  men  to  joy  and  chearfulnefs ,  w  hen  fuch 
heavy  judgements  lie  upon  hs,  and  fitch  a  black  cloud  hando¬ 
ver  us ,  (  and  Cjod  is  angry  with  thofe  who  takes  no  notice  o 

l«J  t°hjm  his  hand)  when  vie  confider  alfi  the  low  eflate  of 
§.  Gods  o  hurchfoth  at  home  and  abroad.  When  the  Church  in 
former  times  was  in  fuch  a  condition ,  we  find  what  litter  U- 

ZmvTl  f°y  TJT  "T  r  m^e  •'  The  ¥  °f  ^e  *Ark 

/  Eli  s  life,  and  Mehemiahs/«m»  of  heart ,  when  ]eru- 
,j  C,m  lf)  was  jo  great,  that  the  King  took  notice  of  n 

1  it  not  it  fo  Sid  at?  ’  mythtnJbn:U 

*  the' (Sim',  ln  "if""' nTfa  ’  m  let  repeat 
"  wlnnlc  I  am  perfmding  you  to  be  rUrdV<> fr' ^ 

provokSC?1ftChi!tegSrdIefnifs-  This"^  indeed 

and  girdin»with  (,,'¥Je.n.l|ecall*t“  Faffing,  Humiliation, 
and -C? of  Oxen  tf!;  “  ^  Wli»S  «f  Sheep 

pl  5  ' and  btaveris <  Tts  t0  none  of  this  that  I 
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call  you,  not  to  haunt  Taverns  and  PlayhoufeSjfeaftings 
and  dancings,  to  ling  and  drink  away  your  reafon  and 
fears  together ;  rather  do  you  pitie  there  diftra&ion  who 

take  this  courfe ,  whilft  they  may  deride  your 
nefs.  So  far  am  1  from  this,  that  on  the  other  hand,!  do 
earneftlie  defire  you  to  labour  lor  the  moll  awakened  ap¬ 
prehensions  of  Gods  dealings  with  us,  and  the  detign  of 
them,  that  you  may  befuitablie  afifebded  therewith  ,  and 
meet  him  in  the  way  of  his  judgements ,  nghtl le  beha¬ 
ving  your  Selves  under  the  lame:  Bur  all  this  may  be 
done  without  flavifii  dejections  and  terrours ,  which  on- 

lie  1  plead  againft.  ■  -Ji 

2.  Yea  furthermore  ,  as  to  what  evils  may  ^e  yet  . 

hanging  over  us,  my  counfel  alfo  is,  that  you  would  fo 
far  apprehend  and  expeit  them,  as  may  put  you  upon  the 
ufe  of  thofe  means  which  are  likelieft  to  prevent  them, 
os  as  may  tend  to  prepare  you  for  them ,  whillt  your 
fears  have  no  worfe  effe&s  than  to  quicken  you  to  daiUdl 
earneft  ftrivings  with  God  on  the  behalf  ot  this  poor 
Nation  ,  and  to  a  careful  Reformation  of  your  felves 
and  families ,  and  a  ferious  endeavour  (  according  to 
your  place  and  capacitie  )  that  others  fliould  do  the 
like  ,  in  order  to  the  removal  of  what  judgements  we 
feel,  and  the  prevention  of  thofe  we  fear  j  this  while  1 
condemn  them  nor.  Moreover,  whilft  you  are  fo  repre- 
fenting  to  your  felves  the  vvorft  that  can  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood  happen,  that  you  may  not  be  furpriz  d  thereby,  but 
may  get  furnifht  with  fuitable  ftrength  and  comfort,  you 
a£t  wifelie :  But  this  is  a  different  thing  from  enter¬ 
taining  fuch  mifgiving,  ghaftlie  fore-thoughts  thereof,  as 
onlie  weaken  and  torment  you.  Hath  noc  Chrift  bid  his 
fervams  when  they  hear  of  wars,  and  rumors  of  wars ,  to  fee 
they  he  nop  troubled  ?  And  in  all  the  calamities  that  came 
i  pon  the  fj e ws ,  God  would  ftill  have  the  Remnant  chat 

was  faithful,  fpoke  comfort ablie  to.  In  thofe  great  and 
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afionilliing  changes  which  God  makes  in  the  world?  root¬ 
ing  up  Kingdomes  for  the  wickednefs  of  the  Inhabitants, 
mandating  the  Gofpel  from  one  Nation  to  another;  we 
performing  our  dutie,  mud  lay  our  hands  on  our  mouths, 
ltand  on  the  Lords  fide,  and  acknowledge  he  is  righteous 
In  all  his  waies  j  as  remembring,  it  is  not  our  work,  to  go¬ 
vern  the  world,  but  to  fubmit  to  him  that  does. 

3.  The  fame  again  may  be  faid  as  to  thofe  diforders 
which  you  complain  of,  at  home  or  abroad ,  fo  far  as 
your  trouble  hath  a  tendencie  toward  their  removal ,  or 
any  other  good  end,  it  is  a  dutie ,  but  no  farther-  Tie 
joyn  with  you  a  little  in  complaining  and  acknowledge, 
that  its  fad  to  think  how  great  a  part  of  the  world  lies 
buried  in  Hcachenifh  darknefs ,  idolatrie  and  infidelitie, 
and  how  little  is  done  by  Chriitians  toward  their  relief  , 
efpeciallie  that  the  Princes  of  Chvidendome  do  no  more 
imploy  their  intereds  to  that  pusrpofe  ,  as  if  the  pettie 
temporal  concerns  of  their  Crown  and  Kingdoms  were 
of  greater  moment.  Sad  alio  it  is  to  fee  Chridendome 
itfelf  fo  wofullie  divided  and  crumbled  into  Parties  and 
Factions ,  through  the  carnal  deiigns  of  ambitious  co¬ 
vetous  men,  under  the  gilded  pretences  of  Catbolick 
peace  and  unitie  ;  and  how  great  a  part  of  it  by  this 
means  is  over- fy  read  with  ignorance,  impiedeand  idola¬ 
trie?  to  the  difgrace  of  our  profeflion  ,  and  hindrance 
of  the  Conversion  of  Jews  and  Heathens  Its  fad  to 
obferve  what  a  cruel  raging  third  there  is  in  thefe  falfe 
Chridians ,  after  the  utter  ruine  and  definition  of  all 
that  crouch  not  to  them  ,  but  value  the  Gofpel  above 
their  rotten  Traditions,  and  fenflefs  faplefs  Superftitions. 
And  fad  ic  is,  that  in  our  own  and  other  Reformed  Chur¬ 
ches,  the  divifions  fhould  be  fo  great  about  matters  of 
ii'tle  moment,  whild  the  Common  Enemie  threatens 
tofwallovvrhem  up;  that  the  power  of  Godlinefs ,  and 
all  fuch  means  as  may  promote  it »  are  no  more  fee  up 

:  il?  -  ^3  and 


and  encouraged  ,  thatprofanenefSjlukewarmnefs ,  mu¬ 
tual  heart-burnings  and  difeontents,  fliould  founiverfal- 
lie  pollers  us.  Thefe  are  ail  very  fad  confiderations.  But 
what  then?  Mull  we  therefore  fir  down,  over-weigh’d 
with  the  burdenfome  fenfeof  all  thefe  evils,  and  fpend 
our daies in  weeping  and  wailing,  hecaufe  the  World 
vve  live  in  isfo  much  out  of  order  ?  By  this  means  Chri- 
IBans  fhould  all  turn  Dtfciples  of  Heraclitus  his  School.  j 
But  certainlie  the  Precepts  of  Jefus  Chrift  put  us  upon 
no  fuch  courfe ,  who  would  have  uslive  freefromail 
anxious  corroding  cares,  and  the  verie  office  of  whole  j 
Spirit  it  is,  to  be  the  Comforter  of  his  people.  Mourners  .j 
in  Zion  we  may  be,  but  difconfolace  felf-tormentors  we  ( 
muff  not.  The  fame  Paul  that  took  care  of  nil  the  (f'kur-  !( 
eicsj  rejojc  t  in  hope  of  the  glorie  of  Gody  and  did  a  In;  ayes 
triumph  in  Chrift.  All  thole  evils  which  1  have  menti*  L 
on’d  may  in  one  word  be  reduc’t  to  this,  that  there  is  fo  , 
much  wickednefs  in  the  world,  and  fo  little  true  Religion  , 
and  fear  of  God.  And  this  I  grant,  muff  needs  be  marter  J, 
of  lamentation  to  ail  good  men  ,  that  love  their  Maker  j,, 
and  their  Fellow-creacures ,  and  1  wifh  that  ail  our  * 
hearts  were  more  kindiie  affe$ed  herewith.  But  how  f 
is  it  we  fhould  manifeff  our  fdves  thus  well-affed-ed?  \ 
Truly  mo  ft  of  all  by  endeavouring  all  that  in  us  lies, 
that  the  world  may  be  amended ;  and  fo  far  as  our  pray¬ 
ers,  examples,  or  inftru&ions,  may  do  any  thing  to  that 
end ,  let  us  faithfullie  apply  our  felves  cherero.  But  j. 
fuch  a  grief  as  hurts  our  felves,  and  offers  nothing  to  the  if 
good  of  others,  ought  to  be  avoided  :  We  fhould  not  in  f4 
fuch  an  unprofitable  manner ,  mourn  for  our  own  fins ;  | 
furelie  then  not  for  other  mens.  It  would  go  but  hard- 
ly  with  us  ,  if  the  comfort  of  our  lives  depended  upon 
fuch  things  as  arena  way  in  our  power  to  accomplish.  It  '* 
is  indeed  well-befeeming  a  dutiful  Son  to  be  grieved  for  ' 
the  difobedience  of  his  Brethren ,  b",c  yet  not  fo  far  as  to  1 

hinder  1 
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hinder  the  pleafure  he  ought  to  take  in  his  Fathers  love' 

and  the  performance  of  his  own  duty  to  him.  But  this 
pure  and  unfeigned  forrorv  for  the  wickednefs1  of  the 
world  ,  and  the  dilhonors  done  to  God  therein ,  fpeaks 
fo  much  ingenuity  of  foul ,  and  is  fo  very  rare ,  ’-hat  I 
need  fay  little  to  dehorc  you  from  the  excefs  of  it;  ra¬ 
ther  I  may  exhort  you  to  it,  to  be  yet  more  pcffeft  with  a 
bircer  hatred  of  fin  and  piety  to  poor  finners ;  but  not  in 
the  lead,  l  befeech  you,  with  hatred  or  envie  of  the  mold 
profperous  and  flourifhing  of  them  ;  and  be  very  watch¬ 
ful  over  your  felves,  that  no  worldlie  trouble,  not  your 
Ioffes,  nor  ftraits,  your  want  of  trading ,  nor  heavy  pay¬ 
ments,  lie  nearer  to  your  heart,  than  the  Interefi  of 
Chrifi.  '  .  '  • 

4*  But  if  by  the  low  efface  of  the  Church  you  mean 
chiefly  the  Persecution  which  it  is  any  where  under ;  or 
which  you  feel  your  feives ,  or  apprehend  to  be  coming 
upon  us,  I  may  well  fay  ,  there  is  far  lei's  caufeof  fad- 
nefs  upon  this  account than  the  former,  if  God  fee  it 
good  to  have  his  Church  purified  and  refined, by  bringing 
it  through  the  fire,  who  are  we  chat  we  fiiould  contradict 
it?  Need  1  mention  to  you  the  many  benefits  that  are 
hereby  wont  to  accrue  to  Chriflians,  to  whom  it  is  ap¬ 
pointed  as  their  common  Road  io  heaven?  Do  you  not 
know  that  Chrift  hath  bid  you  then  efpeciaily  to  rejoyce 
and  be  exceeding  glad  ,  when  men  fay  and  do  all  man¬ 
ner  of  evil  agai-ntt  you  for  his  fake?  Doth  nottheApo- 
file  reckon  it  as  a  gift  an!  priviledge  to  the  Philii'pkns^ 

'that  they  did  mt  onlie  believe  in  ,  but  fuffer  for  dirifi  > 
Phil.  1.29, 


.  And  toebefe  fame  fuffering  Philkfiam  ir  was ,  that  he 
gives  chit  earneft  Exhortation  ,  Re  oyce  in  the  L  rd  ai- 
wayes> an(l  alaln  1  If y  rejoyce,  Chip. 4.4.  And  how  many 

ni^.re, Texcs  this  fort  might  I  mention,  as  thdfe  alfo 
W  hich  fhew,  that  Rich  was  the  joyful  fpiric  of  the  Apo- 

^  4  files 
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files  and  Primitive  Cbriftians  under  their  perfecutions 
for  the  truth.  So  far  ought  we  to  be  from  forrow  or  frame 
for  fuffsring  as  Chrifiians ,  that  we  are  commanded  to 

glortfie  God  on  this  behalf  ,  i  Pet.4-.i6,  But  here  then  let 
me  defire  you,  as  you  value  the  true  peace  and  comfort 
of  your  fouls,  to  fee  that  you  indeed  fuffer  as  Cbrifiians ; 
both  as  to  what  you  fuffer  for ,  that  it  be  no.  other  than 
the  Caufe  of  Chriii ;  and  as  to  your  defign  in  imbracing 
ir5  that  it  be  purelie  for  his  honor,  and  then  you  are  like¬ 
ly  to  fuffer  i  .that  manner  that  becomes  Chriftians.  Be- 
»  .  «» 

ware,  I  befeech  you;  of  adhering ,  with  a  carnal  zeal, 
to  any  Sccl  or  Party,  for  the  advancement  and  fiouri fil¬ 
ing  whereof  you  are  wholly  concern’d ,  as  depending 
thereupon  for  your  eftate  and  cafe ;  and  chiefly  for  yfcur 
Reputation,  by  the  fucccfs  of  your  Opinion  and  way.  If 
this  felftihnefs  poflefs  you,  it  will  even  then  when  you 
feem  to  fuffer  for  Confidence  fake ,  bewray  it  feif  by 
much- what  the  fame  effedis,  that  are  to  be  feenin  the 
men  of  this  world,  when  they  contend  with,  and  opprefs 
one  another.  It  will  fee  you  a  vexing  and  repining,  and 
fill  your  mouths  with  reviling ,  and  your  minds  with 
fpken  againft  thofe  rhat  make  you  fmart  :  And  this 
w’hde  you  are  like  to  be  far  from  the  comfort  of  a  fuf- 
fering  Bate ;  and  no  wonder,  for  tell  me  truly,  Is  it  not 
for  Self,  rather  than  Chrilt  that  you  are  thus  a  flecked  ? 
Doth  Chri ft,  do  you  think,  need  or  defire  that  you  fhould 
have  fuch  boifierous  paffions  for  his  fake  ?  Doth  the 
wrath  of  man  work  the  righceoufnefs  of  God?  Where¬ 
fore  fee  that  you  are  but  fincerely  concern’d  for  Gods 
Glorie  and  your  own  Salvation ,  and  then  you'l  perceive 
that  in  thefc  refpedts  men  cannot  hurt  or  overcome  you ; 
and  fo  you’l  fee  noreafon  to  be  angry  with  them,  or  hate 
them  for  any  thing  they  do  to  you.  For  by  doingthedu- 
ties,  and  exercifing  the  Graces  that  are  call’d  for ,  and 
may  yet  be  done,  you  may  glorifie  God ,  and  fave  your 

fouls. 
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fouls,  let  men  and  devils  rage,  and  reign ,  and  do  their 
worft.  Let  the  times  be  what  chey  will,  you  have  ftill  li* 
berty  to ferve and  pleafe  God,  though  noc  alwayes  in 
the  fame  works,  or  after  the  fame  manner.  Sometimes 
Taal  may  be  glorifying  God  by  preaching  boldly  in  a 
Synagogue,  or  in  his  own  hired  houfe  *  fometimes  byly- 
ing  with  his  feet  in  the  Stocks ,  fometimes  by  pleading 
at  a  Bar,  and  fometimesby  preaching  in  a  Prifon,  though 
but  to  the  Jaylor  and  his  Familie  ;  and  all  this  while  by 
courage  and  patience,  love  to  Chrift ,  and  zeal  for  the 
Gofpel  and  the  good  of  fouls,  which  ,  according  to  the 
variety  of  occafions  and  circumfiances ,  ftill  exerted  it 
Leif  one  way  or  other.  Religion,  as  it  is  an  inward  livin® 
Principle,  lies  far  out  of  the  reach  of  all  created  forced 
and  can  no  more  be  interrupted  or  deftroyed  thereby 

(whilft  the  foul  is  iaithtul  to  its  felf)  than  the  influences 

of  the  Stars,  or  course  of  the  Orbs  ,  can  be  bound  and 

flept.  It  is  indeed  in  the  power  of  man  to  hinder  Lome 
.external  duties,  todifcouncenance  and  impoverish  °ood 
men  ,  but  what’s  this  ro  the  heart  and  life  of  Relipion? 
Tncugh  they  may  diflurb  the  Communion  of  Chriftians 
yet  not  that  betwixt  God  and  the  Soul ;  \is  not  a  done 

?  f an  ,merceP‘  th«  :  J  h=y  “ay  put  chains  on  the 
fee.,  but  not  on  the  affections,  nor  hinder  their  outgoings 

toood  ,  any  more  than  Xerxes  his  Chain  (which  ina  fil¬ 
ly  ty  he  threw  into  a  rough  Sea  )  could  reflrain  the 
Celling  os  its  wives:  Though  fome'kind  of  outward 
fpfcndoiir  ana  flouncing  of  Religion  may  be  erliol 
yet  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  cannot,  by  the  nipping  Froth 

' “a<W:  Such  “  th=  Apodletnenti- 

ner'  Love>W>  pace,  ! on  %-/, .firing,  „entle- 

ay  as  he  does(though  in  anotherfenfe)  liThcbTl 

i,  •'  °r  tho“8h  tbers  <1lou!<l bei  Law,  yer''therI 
no  power  agamtt  them.  Though  Enemies  perfect 

you. 
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you,  yet  you  may  love  and  pitcy  them,  whether  they  will 
or  no :  Though  they  fhould  flop  your  mouths,  yea, pluck 
©at  your  tongues ,  yet  you  may  pray  for  them ,  and  for¬ 
give  them;  you  may  behutnble,  patienr,  holy,  ana  hea¬ 
venly  in  defpice  of  ail  oppoftdon  ,  and  were  but  all  Pro- 
'feffours  fuch,  Religion  would  flour;  Hi  at  another  rate, 
ithan  meerly  by  having  the  favour  of  great  ones,  and  the  , 
Xtchesand  honours  of  the  world  entail  d  upon  their  pro- 
feflion.  I  wonder  whether  Religion  flourilht  more  for  | 
Vne  firfl  three  hundred  years  after  Chrift  ,  or  after  that 
'ii  became  the  Religion  of  the  Empire  :  Whether  when 
sen  loft  eftates  by  embracing  it,  or  when  they  got  them 

fw  profefling  it  ?  1 

Was  it  Fire  and  Faggot,  orEafe  and  Honours,  that 
syere  the  poifon  of  the  Church  1  And  was  it  the  blood  of  1 
Martyrs ,  or  the  wealth  of  the  Profeflors ,  that  was  the  |' 
reecj  cf  the  Church  >  Wherefore  let  us  not  fo  much  com- 
■plainof  any  thing  in  the  Times ,  as  of  our  ownfloath- 
iulneis  and  dulnefs,  of  the  earthlinsfs  and  unbelief  of  j 
©ur  hearts,  and  the  unfuitablenefs  of  our  lives,  for  ob-  I 
'  fairing  the  luftre  of  Religion  :  And  if  Adverficy  may 
fcoureoff  all che  ruft  and  filch  which  eafe  and profpertcy  ! 
Iwracted,  w=  (hall h»=  caufe to praife  him  ,  whfiu 


as  ow  refiner. 

And  here  by  the  way ,  let  met  fuggeftj  that  there  is 
much  difference  beewixt  the  flate  of  the  Jemjh  and  the 
Chriftian  Church:  That  was  under  a  lower  and  more 
carnal  difpenfation,  both  as  to  the  frame  of  their  ininde, 
rheir  fervice  and  promiles.  They  had  not  (generally) 
fo  ®veat  a  meafurre  of  the  fpirit  as  was  afterward  to 
be  poured  forth ,  nor  fo  clear  revelations  of  the  future 
»lory,  neither  therefore  was  it  fopreft  upon  them  ,  that 
the  way  thereto  was,  through  many  tribulations ,  which 

made  them  fo  extreamly  fcandaliz’d  at  that  ftrange  do- 
aflne  of  Chrifl,  that  they  mutt  leave  friends,  lands,  life. 
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and  all  for  his  fake  ,  if  they  would  be  his  Difciples ,  and 
have  a  treafure  in  Heaven.  But  efpecially  take  nofice , 
whac  a  oepcndance  their  Worfibip  had  upon  external 
things,  being  confin’d  fo  much  to  the  Temple  in  Jerufa- 
lem?  and  confifting  in  fuch  Sacrifices  and  Ceremonies 
which  could  not  other-where  be  performed  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  they  might  well  be  much  concern’d  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  and  reltauration  of  that  place, whereto  Godspeculi- 

^  *  *  uppnthis  account  they  were 

mote  obnoxious  to  enemies ,  and  flood  greatly  in  need 

or  cneit  favour,  when  conquered  by  them.  But  now  in 

nor' l?,le  ftfr  'd  Cafe  “  diefeJrenr-  The  Apoflles  did . 

building  the  Chriflian  C  hutch ,  the  new  * 

tne  did  upon  Cmv  for  the  Old  a  (  Thou»h  I  -ram 
tne  countenance  of  the  Civil  Magiflrate,  to  b!e  a  “rear 
mercy,  neither  ought  Chriflian, , ;  whether  Paftoufs  o- 
leople,  upon  any  pretence  whatever  ,  todifobev  hh 
commands,  whilft  they  do  not  interfere  with  Chrflfs  > 
Nut  is  .t  in  i  emples  made  with  hands(thou°h  in  fuch  wi 
sic  co  worfhip  him  in  publick  communion)  that  God  now 
cweais,  but  m  every  holy  Soul,  who  &  arv  rim«  d° 
place,  may  worfhio  him  acceptably  vifjj-t  ’  ,n 

rk  ^  ?  tbe  inhabitation  of  his  So i~ 

m,  no  a , null ine  force  can  take  our  rf  rh;  u  ,  ^ 
man.  Now  by  Jefos  (Thrift,  hath  God  fo  far  °l 

«-//>*»  thlnmi  ofJilJt  lZ  mK’” 

(chough  w?  are  more  alTaulted  by  them  than  ev-r  v*  V** 

may  jerve  him  without  fear  inholiref-  ■  .<"•*/  ^  ’)e0  n'e 

7S-  Though  Chrtft  told  his  Difciples ,  h iha^urlf' 

Sword  upon  edrth  5  yet  hce  relic  ir  l  n 

ttodd  abide  in  their  hearts.  Job  j)  hls  fface 

I tMr  1 f' "m  ym  ’  ”«  «>l  Voru  j!,T 

S  For[he world indeedgivespeace,  ty)e’ 

‘  moving 
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moving  outward  troubles ,  but  my  peace  fhall  poflefo 
and  fecure  you  in  the  midft  of  them  (as  a  learned  Com¬ 
mentator  gloffes  upon  the  words)  and  therefore  he  adds 
that  injun&ion ,  which  I  have  been  fo  long  inculcating , 
Let  mt  your  heart  he  troubled ,  neither  let  it _  he  affraid. 

And  to  finifh  my  anfwer,  let  megy  in  the  lad  place  , 
wifh  you  toremember  ferioufly  and  believingly,that  what 
ever  prefluresthe  church  of  God,  now  militant  upon  the 
whole  earth,  or  any  part  of  it ,  may  lie  under;  it  (hall, 
befides  its  prefent  viaory  ,  at  length  rife  up  from  under 
them  into  the  moil  flourishing  and  triumphant  ftate  :  , 

And  all  thofe  that  are  embark’c  therein  ,  being  faithful 
to  her  caufe  and  quarrel ,  and  .'flaring  in  all  her  atfhai- 
ons,  (flail  alfo  partake  of  her  glory.  Even  now,  1  fay , 
all  flncere  Chriflians  by  their  faith  overcome  the  world , 
yea,  when  they  feem  moll  overcome  by  it ;  like  their 
Mafter,  they  conquer ,  when  upon  the  crofs  :  For  it  is 
not  with  him  as  with  temporal  Monarchs ,  whofe  inter-  j 
eft  is  ruin’d  ,  when  their  Subje&s  are  deftroy’d ,  or  im- 
poverilflt ;  But  his  Kingdome  is  oft  promoted  by  the 

fufferings  and  daughters  of  his  followers.  Nor  there¬ 
fore  fflould  we  ferve  him  with  fuch  kinds  of  apprehend-  - 
ons  as  common  fubjeas  are  wont  to  have,  in  rheir  quar¬ 
rels  for  their  King  and  Countrey,  who  are  beforehand  1 
doubtful  of  the  event, and  being  vanquilht,  bewail  them- 
felves  ,  and  piety  their  Prince.  But  hee  whofe  battle 
we  fierhe  does  not  fo  need  our  lives  or  fortunes ,  that  his 
ft  re  ngth  Should  be  weakned  by  their  lofs.  Nor  does  he  ' 
let  hts  enemtes  fo  far  prevail  over  his  Church  ,  becaufe  f 
through'  their  power  and  policy  they  are  too  hard  for  j 
him  ^Though  there  was  not  a  man  upon  earth  that  would  | 
ftand  on  hiClide,  he  would  know  well  enough  how  to 
deal  with  the  greatefl  Potentates  and  Politicians  of  them  1 
all,  as  they  will ,  ere  long,  know  to  their  cold :  But  hee 

bears  thus  with  them  (beflde  other  ends  which  will  here-  1 

after 

i'l4  >  .  * 


055)  .  / 

after  be  better  kncwn  )  that  the  Graces  which  heehath 
given  to  his  Servants  may  bee  exercifed  ,  and  that  they 
may  have  opportunities  of  demonflratirg ,  that  they^love 
him  to  the  death.  And  this  is  all  he  cares  for  or  requires, 
and  whilft  we  cothus,  whatever  becomes  of  us,  we  win 
the  field, and  are  fure  of  the  crown  :  for  our  Lords  King- 
dome,  and  t  herefore  ours^s  not  of  this  world;  nor  would 
he  therefore  have  any  upon  pretence  of  advancing  ir,todi- 
fiurb  the  world  by  Maflacres  and  Powder*  plots,  fedidons 
and  tumuls,  murdering  of  Princes ,  and  burning  of  peo¬ 
ple.  Thefe  are  fit  means  indeed  to  eredt  fome  Bald  of 
carnal  intereft ,  but  not  for  the  building  up  of  Chrifts 
Church  :  He  knows  how  to  defend  and  exalt  it,  without 
any  fuch  officious  wickednefs,  as  fome  men  by  ail  means 
would  bring  to  his  affifhnce.  And  as  it  is  not  for  want  of 
power  or  love,  thatChrift  luffers  his  S'poufe  fora  while 
to  be  trampled  upon ,  by  the  feet  of  pride  and  cruelty ; 
fo  hee  will  at  length  difcover  both,  in  delivering  her 
thence,  and  placing  her  with  himfelf  in  glory.  He  that 
purchaft  his  Church  with  his  own  blood,  will  not  be  ful¬ 
ly  fatisfied  till  fhe  partakes  of  the  higheft  benefits  of  his 
cofily  undertaking.  As  in  his  own  perfon  he  hath  com¬ 
bated  and  overcome  all  the  Powers  of  Hell  and  Death, 
fo  he  will  go  cn  conquering  and  to  conquer ,  till  he  hath 
nmfhc  the  fame  work  for ,  and  in  his  body.  New  hee  is 
purifying  it  from  all  lpors  and  wrinckles ,  and  will  here¬ 
after  prefent  it  to  himfelf  beautiful  and  glorious.  Why 
then  ffiould  not  all  the  followers  of  this  viaorious  Lead¬ 
er,  march  on ,  with  courage  in  their  hearts,  ferenenefs 
in  their  looks,  and  fongs  of  praife  in  their  mouths,  as  tra¬ 
velling  to  Z,ton?  where  event  fling  joy  / ball  lee  upon  their 

beads,  ana  all  remnants  of forrow  and  mournino  [hall  ilet 

Art  ay.  * J  J 

Wherefore  ftir  up  your  felves ,  I  befeech  you  Chrifli- 
ans,  fit  not  alwaies  poring  upon  miferies,  and  overlook- 
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iag  mercies ,  making  thing?  worfe  than  they  are ,  and 
vexing  your  felves  with  needlefs  fears.  Remember  ftill., 
that  a  Cloilde  of  God  in  the  way  to  his  Fathers  houfey  hath  al- 
ttaies  more  cattfeofjoy  and  thankfulness  ,  than  offadnefs  and 
complaining:  Let  it  appear  that  you  bdeive  fo  by  your 
deportment.  And  chic  you  may  rile  up  to  this  cruely 
excellent  fpirit ,  let  me  befeech  you,  in  one  word,  To 
fee  that  yon  live  up  to  the  principles  of  the  Chrifhan  Religion.  Be 
affe&ed  coward  the  world ,  and  all  its  pomps  and  vani» 
ties,  as  you  are  engag’d  by  your  Baptifra  :  Ever  lit  loofe 
from  it,  and  regard  it  not  as  anypeiceof  your  happi® 
nefs.  ’Tis  this  fills  mens  mindes  with  anguifh  and  care, 
even  the  fears  of  being  depriv’d  of  their  eftates  and 
friends,  their  flefhly  eafe,  their  lives  and  liberties.  But 
«onfideryou,  that  it’s  impofiible  to  have  a  fure  hold  of 
thefe  things,  and  therefore  the  way  never  to  be  troubled 
for  them,  is,  notro  lec  them  have  hold  of  your  hearts. 
You  have  liv’d  to  fee  in  two  years  more  men  taken  from 
their  eftates,  and  more  eftates  taken  from  the  owners , 
than  in  fo  fhort  a  time  hath  almoft  been  ever  known:  Let  ! 
both  teach  you  what  regard  to  have,  either  to  life  it  felf ,  1 

or  the  appurtenances  of  it.  Lec  your  comfort  in  profpe- 
rity,  be  deriv’d  from  God  and  Chrirt ,  the  fir  ft  fruits 
and  promifes  of  heaven,  then  may  it  be  conftanc  and  un¬ 
changeable, as  the  grounds  of  it  are.  Ever  be  inculcating 
it  upon  your  felves,  chat  God  is  your  felicity, and  labour 
to  make  and  keep  it  clear,  that  he  is  your  God.  There¬ 
fore,  as  you  love  your  lives ,  and  the  comforts  of  them  , 
take  heed  of  fin,  of  all  fin,  which  will  blot  yourEviden-  j* 
ces,  and  make  you  of  abjedt,  cowardly  fpirits;  fo  chatin-  ? 
Read  of  fetching  comfort  from  approaching  to  God ,  this  1 
will  fill  you  with  horrour ,  and  make  you  run  from  him  I 
as  an  enemy, and  then  nothing  in  the  whole  creation  can  » 
relei ve  you.  But  yet,  believingly  live  upon  the  Medi-  I 
ator,  by  him  to  have  all  breaches  heal’d  betwixt  God 

and' 
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{  and  your  Souls,  and  by  his  Spirit  to  have  your  fouls  bear- 
i  edof  all  their  diftempers.  Reft  in  nothing  as  ao  evi¬ 
dence  of  your  intereft  in  him  ,  below  an  earneft  tie- 
l  fire,  and  fincere  endeavour  to  grow  up  in  him,  tobee 
|  liketohim,  and  to  fulfil  all  the  gracious  precepts  of  bis 
Gofpel And  having  this  evidence  5  let  no  temptations 

l  or  doublings  rob  you  ef  the  comfort  it  may  afford.  Fte« 
member ,  that  as  your  happinefs  confifts  in  comtminio® 
with  God,  fo  this  is  not  perfectly  to  be  enjoy’d  till  after 
Death  and  Judgement.  Wherefore  live  alwaiesohear- 
fully,  apprehenftve  of  the  certainty  and  nearnefs,  of  ap¬ 
proaching  death;  lec.your  great  huftnefs  bee  to  get  fittest 
i|  for  it,  and  let  all  your  main  defigns  be  fo  laid,  "that the* 

I  may  not  be  blafted,  but  accomplifh’t  by  it.  When  once 
S  you  have  done  this ,  you  have  little  more  to  fear  at  one 
i  thne  than  another,  and -nothing  at  any  time:  For  to 
!■  Peach,  you  arem  a  manner  alwaies alike  Iiable,andtfe 
i  1S  thevvorft  that  any  mortal  power  can  bring  upon  you 
i  ^neIy  they  may  make  it  more  gainful  and  honourable 

;  cnanotherwife  it  would.  What  matter  is  it,  whe^' 

we  dye  amongft  our  enemies,  or  our  friends ,  fince  wee 
t  the« cake  our  leave  of  both  ?  Whether  upon  a  bed,  or 
on  the  ground  ,  fince  our  body  will  fo  foon  bee  in  the 
earth  ?  What  matter  is’t,  whether  the  fire  of  . Fefver 
,  or  of  a  Fa§goc  confume  us,  whether  our  fouls  fly  out  it 
our  mouths  or  our  throats  ,  fince  either  way  they  will  be 

I  But  Scripture  is  moft  of  all  wont  to  prefs  our  looking 
and  earneft  waiting  foy  the  coming  of  Chrift :  Perhaps 
j  as  having  lefs  terrour  in  it  to  a  Believer  than  death ,  and 

as  being  the  time  when  our  fulleft  glory  fhall  be  accotn-- 
[  plifht,_  the  whole  Body  of  Chrift  being  then  brought  to- 
gether.into  the  prefence  of  their  glorified  Head,  andc© 
a  participation  of  his  Glory.  And  I’le  &ur,up  all  with 


an  carnedrequeft,that  you  would  comfort  and  enconra°e 
your  felves  with  the  fore-thoughts  of ,  and  ardent  long¬ 
ings  after,  this  day  of  the  appearance  of  the  great  God, 
arid  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  When  ever  it  is  with 
you,  whilft  you  are  failing  over  this  Ocean,  as  it  was  with 
Pattis  company,  <►✓£:?.  27.  20.  that  neither  Sun  nor  Stars 
in  many  dales  appear,  and  no  fmall  Tempeft  lies  on 
you,  then  caft  forth  the  Anchor  of  Hope  ,  and  will*  for 
this  day.  And  fix  not  your  hopes  with  fteadinefs  on  any 
dayfhortof  this,  or  your  dying  day.  The  experience 
vvehavehad  of  the  long-talkt  of,  and  (byfome)  much 
hop’t-for  66 .  (befide  other  warnings  of  this  kind  )  may 
tell  us,  that  they  who  build  their  faith  upon  fancie,  do 
but  encreafe  their  own  troubles,  provoke  others  laughter, 
and  dangerou fly  tempt  themfelves  to  Infidelitie.  Expert 
this  coming  of  Chrift,  non  to  the  fame  purpofe  that  the 
Jews  did,  and  ftill  do  their  Mefliah  ;  to  make  you  rich, 
and  high,  and  prosperous  in  the  world ,  to  throw  down 
great  men,  that  you  may  enter  upon  their  places  and  e- 
ftates ,  a  poor  preferment  to  a  true  Saint ;  but  expe$ 
him  to  advance  you  above  fin  and  Satan  ,  the  world  and 
flefh,  and  to  raife  you  to  the  cleared,  bleflfed  Vifion,  and 
fruition  of  your  God.  Upon  this  promife  of  his  com¬ 
ing  build  all  your  hopes,  lay  all  your  ftrefs ,  and  venture 
all  you  have:If  this  prove  falfe,we  are  ail  undone, but  ne¬ 
ver  till  then ,  nor  then  neither  any  worfe  than  the  reft  of 
the  world  that  believed  it  not ;  for  -  there’s  nothing  elfe 
to  hold  by  but  what  we  are  fore  will  fail  us ,  and  if  this 
fail  too  ,  Mankind  was  made  to  no  more  purpofe  than 
Boys  blow  up  a  feather.  But  never  fear  it ;  though 
the  Worldling  tells  you  by  his  pra&ife  he  believes  its 
falfe ;  though  the  profane  Swaggerer  fay  fo  down-right, • 
and  prove  it  by  a  jeer  >  as  the  morefulien  Atheift  by  his 

unreasonable  cavils  and  wranglings ,  yet  believe  none 

of 


•  n 
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of  theta  till  you  have  tryed ;  they  neither  are,  nor  pof- 
fiblycanbe,  furepf  the  contrarie,  whilftthey  are  in  this 
life;  and  if  there  be  no  other  life  than  this,  they ’1  ne¬ 
ver  be  able  to  upbraid  you  with  your  weaknefs  and  er- 
rour :  But  if  there  be  (  as  nothing  more  fure)  let  them 
look  to  themfelves :  Then  let  it  be  feen  whether  the  mo¬ 


ney  of  feraping  Earth-worms,  the  mirth  and  mufick,  the 
|  cnildifh  fports  and  bruitifh  delights  of  fenfual  Gallants, 
the  Drollerie  and  Sophiftrie  of  felf-conceited  Infidel?, 
i  he  as  good  fecuritte  to  them  >  as  your  faith  and  holu 
j  uefs,  even  that  which  they  were  wont  to  deride  as  follie, 
I  proceeding  from  prejudice,  melancholly,  or  fuperfiition, 
Sj  That  will  be  the  trying  time  ,  when  it  fhallbe  known 
i  who  were  wife  men,  and  who  were  fools ,  when  a  righte- 
S-  ous  and  ali-knowing  judge  fhall  juflly  decide  the  contro- 
|  verlie.  Oh  Sirs,  do  you  look  for  fuch  a  day  as  this  ,  fuch 
:  an  amazing  confounding  day ,  when  the  whole  world 
1  lha/1  be  turned  uplide  down, the  earth  become  fuel  for 
jt  raging  dames*  and  all  its  Inhabitants  brought  to  account 
1!  for  their  anions,  and  receive  their  doom  to  endlefs  joy  or 
i  woe  AncJ  have  you  any  hopes  of  Banding  in  fuch  a  day 
1  ^h1*5  °f  beholding  our  Lord  with  confidence  ,  when 

I  he  mal!  appear  in  all  hisMajefiy,  with  tbonfands  of  An- 
f..  for  his  Honourable  Attendants,  when  the  Heavens 
i  ,°Ye  Ml  .m  with  the  joyful  acclamations  of  thofc 
i  T°n*°-US,  SPirltSl  the  Saints  their  Companions  ,  and 
j  <r  e  ^lt  M°w  lhall  be  fill’d  with  the  yeilings  and  roar- 
lni=s  0  IdcVilsand  damned  Gnofls  :  Do  you  look,  I  fay, 
ere  long  to  fee  fuch  fights  asthefe,  and  to  partake  of  the 
1  Wand  joy  of  that  great  day?  And  will  you  now  be 
L  ®uch  G°ncern  d  for  the  burning  of  anhoufe  or  City,  or 
tor  the  bufles  and  confufions  of  this  dreaming  world, 
mat  willmot  till  then  be  awakened  ?  Oh  unreasonable ! 

1  at  tfie  Saints,  who  fhali  fhortly  meet  their  Redeemer 
Wlrn  comfort,  and  before  all  the  world  be  acquitted  and 

L  2  n- 
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applauded,  crown’d  and  receiv’d  into  eternal  joyes, 
ihould  now  pafs  their  time  in  fo  much  folicarinefs ,  and 
live  no  more  upon  the  hopes  of  fuch  a  day.  And  oh  mon- 
llrous !  that  finners ,  who  muft  fhortlie  be  judged  and 
fhamed  before  all,  andfentenc’t  to  the  fad  Societie  of 
Devils  for  ever ,  can  yet  fpead  their  daies  in  eafe  and 
pleafure,  in  pampering  and  adorning  their  dirty  flefh, 
overwhelm’d  with  gluttony  and  drunkennefs,  and  the 
cares  of  this  life,  as  if  they  were  refolved  never  to  think 
of  their miferie  till  they  feel  it,  and  judg’d  it  better  to 
feel  it,  than  to  think  of  it  fo  as  to  prevent  it.  But  let  them 
take  their  courfe,  and  fee  where  it  will  end  :  But  all  you 
the  unfeigned  friends  and  followers  of  the  biefl'ed  jefus, 
who  fhall  be  your  Judge,  let  it  be  your  work  to  fetch 
comfort  fr  om  that  which  is  other  mens  terrour.  'when 

then  hearts  fail  for  fear ,  yon  mu  ft  lift  up  your  heads ,  as  knott¬ 
ing  your  Redemption  dr  arts  nigh .  Or  in  S.  James  his  words, 

Be  patient, fiablijh  your  hearts ,  'for  the  coming  of  the  Lori 
dramnigh.  Andnearer  it  is  drawn  by  fixteen  hundred 
years  (ince  thefe  words  were  wrote  ;  How  near  then 
may  we  now  think  it  ?  Though  how  near  We  cannot  fay, 
yet  for  certain  it’s  not  far  off.  The  eyes  of  them  (hall 
not  fail  that  wait  for  him  ;  he  will  not  fruftrateyour  ex¬ 
pectations,  as  Sifera  did  his  Mothers,  you  who  look  forth 
from  the  prifon- windows  of  the  fleflh ,  and  with  her  cry 

out,  Why  is  his  Chariot  fo  long  in  coming  ?  Why  tarry  the 

wheels  of  his  Chariot  ?  Confidently  dare  I  anfwer  you, 
ye i,  you  may  makeanfwerto  your  felves,  Our  Lord  is 
coming  to  gather  together  and  ‘comfort  all  his  difperfed ,  di- 
fir  effed  ones ,  from  the  feverdl  comers  of  the  world ;  he  is  com¬ 
ing  to  give  them  final  and  full  releafe  from  the '  heavy  yoke  of 
Turkifh ,  Papijb. \  and  all  other  bondage  And  cruelty  that  re¬ 
mains  till  that  day  •  he  is  coming  to  trample  down  and  over -  i 
throw  all  oppujitions  to  his  Government  and  Scepter ,  and  nt- 
erly  to  defiroy  the  works  of  the  Devil ,  and  all  his  Adherents  j 
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he  is  coming  to  plead  the  cauf ?  of  hk  righteous  fervants  >  to 

vindicate  them  and  the  honour  of  Religion  from  all  the  dif- 
oraceful fcandals,  /landers,  and  calumnies ,  which  the  wicked- 
Kef}  of  pretended  Friends,  or  the  wilful  malice  of  envenomed 
Enemies,  hath  cafl  upon  them .  He's  coming  to  make  all  faces 
and  aUions  hare,  to  reveal  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts,  and  dif co¬ 
yer  truth  from  f  aljhood.  He  is  coming  to  the  confufion  and for- 
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believing  jouis ,  wat  are  praying  ana  watting  ,  looking  ana 
longingfor  this  blejfed  day  of  his  appearing.  Even  fo,  (feme 

Lord  jefus ,  com ?  quickly ;  and  let  him  that  readeth  fay 
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